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Upcoming Events  and Ral l ies

2008 East Coast — VAC Rally
June 19 – 23, 2008 (Thurs., Fri., Sat., and Sun.)
Shenandoah Valley KOA/Staunton, Virginia 
Located off I-81 between I-66 & I-64
SVKOA is the only campground in Virginia with a spectacu-
lar waterfall. Other amenities include: a 6-person, indoor hot
tubs; Free Wi-Fi; river tubing; Wading and trout and bass fishing in
the river or at the lake; Huge pool; Kiddie pool; 18-hole mini-golf;
Game room; 2 playgrounds; Restaurant; Horseshoes; Volleyball;
Nature trails. Be greeted by wildlife – bunnies, squirrels and
ducks. Summer nights: sing Karaoke (Fri.), dance to a DJ (Sat.).
To sign up for the rally you need to call the campground and
make your own reservation. Let them know you are with the
Airstream group. Since their sites range in size, we ask those
of you that have the smaller trailers (16-21') please let them
know (save the longer sites for longer trailers).
We have 48 sites on hold. Each has water/elec ($34–37/
night). They have 12 more sites that have water/elec/sewer
($39–42/night), credit card req’d to hold them. There are
many other sites that can be reserved, as well.
Contact: Shenandoah Valley KOA, 

296 Riner Ln., Verona, VA 24482
Info: 540-248-2746
Reservations: 800-310-2580
svkoa.net

Vintage Airstream Club at Region 8 —
Campaign Antics Rally
April 30 – May 4, 2008
Central KS Fairgrounds/Abilene, Kansas
We will join the other WBCCI Region 8 members at the
“Campaign Antics” Rally in the historical city of Abilene. 
The city of Abilene is a really interesting place to visit with great 
shopping and attractions. Or, ride the trolley and train! Join us for a
VAC Luncheon at the Kirby House on Thursday, May 1. The VAC
Open House will be on Saturday between 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

We encourage all Airstream vintage owners to come, 
park with the VAC members and have fun and fellowship 
discussing the challenges and solutions to the everlasting
upkeep of our “silver friends.” Arrive with full freshwater tank
and empty black tank and your ”blue boy.”
kansascityunit.wbcci.net/rally-schedule
Contact: Martin and Rachel Hughey

WBCCI # 10212
VAC Region 8 Representative
(913)636-8311
rhughey43@kc.rr.com
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Shari Davis (#1824), President
Maxwell@Insideout-design.net 
2520 Gray Street
Edgewater, CO 80214

Herb Spies (#1861), 1st Vice President
Spies@nwflorida.net 
P.O. Box 844
Shalimar, FL 32579

Fred Delaney (#7271), 2nd Vice President
fdelaney@cox.net
3634 Jennings
San Diego, CA 92106

Rob Baker (#2820), 3rd Vice President
robbaker91@roadrunner.com
115 County Rt. 16
Plymouth, NY 13832

Jim Cooper (#3056), Treasurer
jcchome@frii.com 
6200 Choke Cherry Drive
Loveland, CO 80537

Sidra Spies (#1861), Recording Secretary
sssbiol@yahoo.com 
P.O. Box 844
Shalimar, FL 32579 

Forrest McClure (#2671), VAC Librarian
forrest@mcclurefamily.org
13992 E. Marina Dr. #301
Aurora, CO 80014

Ed Emerick (#4425), Immediate Past
President
eemerick@new.rr.com 
838 E. Eldorado Street
Appleton, WI 54911

Past Presidents:
2006-2007 Ed EMERICK (#4425)
2005-2006 Wayne MOORE (#15116)
2004-2005 Bob HERMAN (#8556)
2003-2004 Tom HOWARTH (#6490)
2002-2003 Rick DAVIS (#1602)
2001-2002 Noland VOGT (#447)
2000-2001 Don PERRY (#5031)
1999-2000 Tom REED (#10283)
1998-1999 Forrest BONE (#9712)
1997-1998 Clyde WAGNER (#8441)
1996-1997 Dick MUMMA (#4333)
1995-1996 Bob BRUBAKER (#2501)
1994-1995 Stanley BASTON (#1348)
1993-1994 Bud COOPER (#26019)

“BEEN THERE, DONE THAT” BEFORE
WITH A RESTORATION –
CERTAINLY WE CAN DO IT AGAIN…right?

President’s MessageContents

In this Issue

A message from
VAC President 

Shari Davis #1824

Shari sitting in
“Maxwell,” her 
1964 GlobeTrotter.

What have we gotten ourselves into!?! Are we in
over our heads!?! What were we thinking!?! 
Sound familiar? Most VAC members who have
been through their own trailer restorations have
had similar thoughts at one time or another. My
time is now! 

As I sit down to write this, near panic has set
in…almost a year ago, my husband Rob and I 
purchased our second Airstream – a 1956 Safari.
Now mind you, there is absolutely nothing wrong
with our first trailer a ’64 GlobeTrotter “Maxwell,”
it’s polished and “done” (as much as any vintage
trailer is ever done!) and we know all it’s quirks
and have enjoyed the times spent and friends met
through it. 

So, why a second trailer? Many “multi-trailer
families” don’t set out to be so…it just happens.
We weren’t actively looking for another Airstream
either, but always thought the layout of the mid-50s
front kitchen Safari was unique and very cool! 
We had only admired mid-50s model from afar in 
photos, never having seen one in real life. Once
we did, at the WBCCI International Rally in Salem

Oregon, we fell even
more in love! It didn’t
hurt that the trailer
we saw owned by
Fred and Penny
Delaney (VAC 2nd
VP) was also 
awarded the VAC
“Best in Show” 
during the

Concourse d’Elegance. During happy hour, we
casually mentioned to some friends that we would
love to have one of those “someday.” We liked the
idea of going a little bigger and having full-time
beds for those longer trips. Not to mention we love
the layout of the front kitchen and who can resist
those 13-panel end caps! But Safari’s with that layout

were made in relatively small numbers for only
three years…so, chances of us finding one for sale
within 5 miles of home were pretty slim? Wrong!
Fast forward a year and a half later, a “little
birdie” informed us of a diamond in the rough on
Craig’s. It followed us home.

The only thing is…the new trailer “needs a 
little work.” As Fred Coldwell said when we first
bought it, “It’s a great solid trailer, in the floor plan
you want...just waiting to be released from white
paint jail. Go for it!” No problem, we’ve “been
there, done that” before with a restoration – 
certainly we can do it again…right? Well, that was
the beginning of the slippery slope!

In 2001, when we restored our first trailer, 
we were total “newbies” taking on all the projects 
for the first time – we had no idea what we were 
getting into and we didn’t know any better. Sound
familiar? If it weren’t for all the support, experience
and encouragement gained through our VAC
friends, the demos at VAC Rallies and having “one
restoration under our belt,” we never would have
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President’s Message Cross-Country

Top: 2005 wildflowers on 
the Valley floor, snow-capped
Telescope Peak in the distance.
Center: Death Valley Scotty, 
right, Albert Johnson, left.
Bottom: Interpretive displays
explain many of the natural 
wonders of Death Valley.

Aguereberry Point

a i r s t r e a m . n e t Vintage Advantage 5

jumped into this second project.
Things are progressing – but not nearly as fast

as we would like. Do they ever? We have decided
to make this our long-term “keeper trailer” by
updating all the systems, adding black & gray
tanks and “doing it right.” So far, we have
removed the entire interior – including 3 layers of
flowered upholstery and the original latex foam,
stripped all the white paint from the woodwork and
the “seafoam green” faux-finishing from the interior
walls. We’ve evicted the largest colony of yellow-
jackets I have ever seen! Removed the floor –
because there were a couple of soft spots, the tile
needed to go anyway and we know “they all have
floor rot and leaks” according to the VAP panel of
pros. We’ve also taken out all the interior lower
interior panels to get to the frame – just to make
sure it’s sound. I’ve lost count how many times
we’ve said, “While we’re at it, we might as well
do <fill-in-the-blank> too!” Every weekend starts
with the feeling of “Oh good – finally that’s done!
We can’t possibly find anything else to take

apart…we finally get to start putting things back
together” only to discover some new widget or bit
that has to be disassembled, cleaned and rebuilt

before we can
move forward.
And of course,
since it wasn’t
what we were
planning on work-
ing on that day,
we don’t have all
the parts and
pieces we need –
so it’s off to the
hardware store
once again.

I bet you’re
thinking, “So
what’s the problem? Sounds like a typical DIY
restoration to me...?” As we look out to our back-
yard-open-air-workshop along side the 2-car
garage that’s too-full-of-Airstream-parts-to-park-a-car-
in, we see a trailer that is a skeleton of it’s former
self - a kit of parts waiting for the longer, warmer
days of spring. It’s still winter…highs barely above
freezing – at least on the weekends it seems! So
much for global warming!

So, why the panic? We have a deadline! We
have committed to taking BOTH trailers to the
International Rally in Bozeman this July. Since we
now have two trailers…I invited my parents to
come along. If it’s not finished, the alternative is
very scary…we’ll all be staying in the 19-foot
GlobeTrotter! What was I thinking? Wish us luck…

Hope to see you in Bozeman ~ as for us, 
we’ll be busy putting our “trailer kit” back together.
How’s your project coming along?

Shari

Story by Tim Kendziorski
Photos by Tim Kendziorski, Kimber Moore and historical

DeathValley...

pring is here to push the winter’s chill 
right out the door and, now more than

ever, the National Parks across the country 
are calling. During this time of year visitor-
ship is low and so there is usually an abundance
of places to camp (unless of course it’s Spring
Break). My favorite has to be

S

Another wildflower bloom has just taken place in Death Valley – the biggest one since
2005. The wildflowers make appearances when there has been enough moisture to 
germinate seeds that lie just beneath the surface in the rocky soil. Once in bloom the
flowers do not last long but they are spectacular to see. Some of the rarest ones only
bloom during the wettest years!

In the Valley, the Furnace Creek Visitors Center has information on the flowers and 
where to find them. Actually, finding them is not usually a problem as entire hillsides are 
covered with in delicate yellows, greens, purples and yellows. Drive to just about 
any part of the park and you will see flowers of all kinds and wonder at how they got 
there in the first place. As the season progresses the elevations where they can be 
found generally increases. 

O.K. So you can’t make it in time to see wildflowers and you may be thinking – why 
bother going? Well, Death Valley has so much to see and do that you may want to go
ahead and schedule your trip anyway. There’s a rich history of Death Valley that is well 
preserved. And if you happen to be a geology buff...you can spend an entire week and
still not see it all. Death Valley is so versatile that you can tour and see the most interesting
sites without getting out of your vehicle. Or, you can plan on spending almost all 
of your time on your own two feet to get up-close-and-personal with the finer details. 

I’ve lost count how
many times we’ve said,

“While we’re at it,
we might as well do

<fill-in-the-blank> too!”

into the furnace.
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Cross-CountryCross-Country

First of all – yes, Death Valley can be
HOT! Temperatures upwards of 120˚F are
not uncommon in the summer months –
June through September. So you may want
to plan on getting there and back before
May or wait until after October. Check the
local conditions to see if it is a temperature
you can tolerate. During the cold winter
months it can be a perfect get-away, as
temps usually range in the 60s and 70s.
For current conditions and activities in the
park, check out the Death Valley Natural
History Association’s website at 
dvnha.org, they host the National Park
Service “Morning Report.” 

Valley Amenities

Texas Spring, Sunset or Furnace Creek
Campgrounds are good centralized places
to start because of their proximity to local
amenities and to day trips in the Valley.
(No generators allowed at Texas). 

Furnace Creek Ranch has many things to
offer. Lodging; a café, which makes a
“mean” breakfast; a saloon and steak
house; a small General Store; a stable 
with horseback rides, a Golf Course, a
Date Farm – a walk through the grove in 
mid-morning is great; a Borax Museum
complete with relics of the “20-Mule Team”
days; a Post Office, a gas station and
minor auto repair center – they’ve fixed a
flat or two; and the Death Valley Furnace
Creek Visitors Center. You might need to
make a couple of stops here. 

Inside the Visitors Center you’ll find a
Ranger Station – great for daily road
reports and trail conditions; a Museum and
Interpretive Center where exhibits detail the
history of Death Valley and it’s inhabitants; 

and the Death Valley Natural History
Association bookstore. Become a while
you’re there – you’ll receive a discount on
purchases while helping out the Park. 

In the central part of the Valley, on 
Hwy 190, Stovepipe Wells Village has 
a general store, gas, food, lodging and a
few full-hookup sites. 

At the north end of the Valley is Mesquite
Springs campground (a much cooler 
location at 2,000 ft.), and Scotty’s Castle
with a museum, picnic area and gift shop.

What to see…

Harmony Borax Works and Mustard Canyon
North of the Furnace Creek Visitors Center.
Harmony Borax Works was the site of 
the first successful borax production, built
by William Coleman in 1883. A short hike
to the west is Cottonball Marsh, where 
the borate ore was harvested, processed 
at Harmony, then hauled via the famous
20-Mule Team wagons, 165 miles to Mojave.
Continuing north west are the ruins of the
town of Coleman. Beyond is the short, one-
way, drive through Mustard Canyon. Yellow
mud formations with unusual salt and borax
crystals in them make up canyon walls.

Scotty’s Castle Take Scotty’s Castle Road,
north, to the Grapevine Rangers Station,
then turn east into Grapevine Canyon. The
Castle is nestled in the canyon, 3 miles up.
Constructed from the early to late 20s, 
the Moorish-style structures were built by 
Albert Johnson. Johnson and his wife came
to Death Valley on claims of a gold mine
made by Walter E. Scott, “Death Valley
Scotty.” Despite the false claims, Johnson
and Scott became life-long friends. 
The ranch was dubbed “Scotty’s Castle,”

because Johnson, even though he financed
the ranch, remained in the background
and Scotty took the limelight. A 25-room
mansion, stables, guest house, clock tower
with embellishments and details, such as
ceramic tiles, iron work and red roof 
tiles, make up the grounds. The castle is 
fronted by a grove of shade trees and
green grass, which makes for the perfect
lunchtime oasis. Tours are conducted on
the hour from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Salt Creek Walk along an interpretive
boardwalk. It winds its way over the
spring-fed Salt Creek stream. The sounds of
running water, buzzing insects and gentle
caw of the raven are soothing in the other-
wise silent air of the valley floor. Look into
the water. In the shadows of the salt grass
and rocks you’ll get a glimpse of the Salt
Creek Pupfish, (Cyprinodon salinus). The
best time of year to visit Salt Creek and
see the “Pupfish” is March and April – its
their spawning season. Yes, there are fish
that survive in the heat and desolation of
Death Valley. 

Ubehebe Crater Located in the north west
part of the park you’ll find Ubehebe
Crater. There are two hikes from here. The
first is 462 ft. down to the bottom of The
Crater. The trail is just behind the interpre-
tive sign. Rather than returning the same
way you may want to take the trail to the
north – its a little less strenuous. The other
hike is to Little Hebe Crater. This is a one-mile
hike beginning just south of the interpretive
sign. The crater was carved out by a steam
explosion 6,000 to 10,000 years ago.

Racetrack Valley and the Racetrack 27.7
miles one way from Ubehebe Crater 
down a dirt, washboard road. On this trip
you will see Joshua Trees, (Yucca brevifolia,

jaegeriana variety), they dot the landscape
– their limbs rising above the desert hills.
Barrel cactus and wildflowers inhabit the area,
as well. The limestone rock in the surround-
ing mountains is from the Paleozoic age. 

Just before you arrive at Racetrack you will
come across Teakettle Junction - Leave one
if you have one! (the Rangers remove the
kettles every once in a while when they get
unruly!) Racetrack Valley is five miles
ahead. One of the most interesting and
photographic locations in the park. The
“Grandstand,” at the north end, is a cluster
of rocks rising above the playa surface. 
At the south end is an interpretive section. 
You may have to walk out a ways to see
the rocks. DON’T WALK ON WET PLAYA. 
It is believed that, as the wind rushes down
Ubehebe Peak onto a wet, slippery playa,
it causes the rocks to move, leaving trails
of their paths. 

Golden Canyon Golden Canyon is one of
the few canyons in the Valley with an
established trail. The hike is 2 miles round-
trip on an easy, gradual uphill trail. The
canyon walls are most dramatic in the mid-
to late- afternoon hours when the sunlight
illuminates them and shadows accentuate
them. The golden hues of the canyon walls
glow in contrast to the deep blues of the
sky, as well. Near the end of the trail are
amazing views of Red Cathedral and Manly
Beacon. The red hues in Red Cathedral
make for some picture perfect scenery. This
is a great place to hike up onto one of the
small hills and have a picnic and enjoy the
beauty surrounding you. 

Mesquite Flat Sand Dunes A great early
morning hike. Park east of Stovepipe Wells
Village, along Hwy 190, in one of the
many turnouts. Look for the interpretive

Scotty’s Castle Ubehebe Crater

The “Grandstand” in Racetrack Valley

Desert Five-Spot (rare), 2008

20-Mule Team 

Teakettle Junction
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Castle is nestled in the canyon, 3 miles up.
Constructed from the early to late 20s, 
the Moorish-style structures were built by 
Albert Johnson. Johnson and his wife came
to Death Valley on claims of a gold mine
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The ranch was dubbed “Scotty’s Castle,”

because Johnson, even though he financed
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the rocks. DON’T WALK ON WET PLAYA. 
It is believed that, as the wind rushes down
Ubehebe Peak onto a wet, slippery playa,
it causes the rocks to move, leaving trails
of their paths. 
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the few canyons in the Valley with an
established trail. The hike is 2 miles round-
trip on an easy, gradual uphill trail. The
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to late- afternoon hours when the sunlight
illuminates them and shadows accentuate
them. The golden hues of the canyon walls
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sky, as well. Near the end of the trail are
amazing views of Red Cathedral and Manly
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make for some picture perfect scenery. This
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small hills and have a picnic and enjoy the
beauty surrounding you. 

Mesquite Flat Sand Dunes A great early
morning hike. Park east of Stovepipe Wells
Village, along Hwy 190, in one of the
many turnouts. Look for the interpretive

Scotty’s Castle Ubehebe Crater

The “Grandstand” in Racetrack Valley

Desert Five-Spot (rare), 2008

20-Mule Team 

Teakettle Junction
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kiosk. The tallest dunes rise 80 ft. above
Mesquite Flat. The Dunes are not as barren
as they appear. Mesquite, creosote bush
and seasonal wildflowers, such as sand
verbena, grow here. The Dunes are alive,
as well. Look for the tracks of the Kangaroo
Rat, hare, Kit Fox, Sidewinder and beetles.
Watch where you step – don’t disturb any
creature dwellings! Bring your camera, the
late afternoon sun brings about a special
light. Also bring sun protection, water and
a sweater or sweatshirt, as early morning
and sundown can be chilly. 

Zabriskie Point and Twenty-Mule Team
Canyon This is one of the most famous
views of Death Valley. Manly Beacon to
the right, Golden Canyon and the
Badlands below and Telescope Peak
across The Valley to the west. 

Just up the road is Twenty-Mule Team
Canyon. Here, you’ll drive through the 
mineral rich Furnace Creek Formation. The
hills are dotted with the small mine ruins 
of borate prospectors. It is possible to park
in one of the many turnouts and venture on
foot to do some exploring. 

Devil’s Golf Course, Badwater, Artists Drive
Heading south on Badwater Road, take 
the turnoff at Devil’s Golf Course. Drive out
to the interpretive plaque. Look close – 
the salt formations have weathered into
marvelous and unusual forms. 

Back on Badwater Road continue south to
the Badwater parking lot. Notice the sign
on the cliff across the road, you’re at 
“279 ft. below Sea Level.” Dante’s View is
more than a mile up above this sign! There
is a trail out to the salt flats. Adventure out
a ways but it may be hot.

On the return drive from Badwater, take
the Artists Drive turnoff. Stop at Artist’s
Palette. Amazing colors. Take time to hike
around the mounds for some great views.

Dante’s View Dante’s View lies at 5,475 ft.
above Sea level and is almost directly
above Badwater, which is 297 ft. below
Sea level. The scenic views span The
Valley from north to south and west to
Telescope Peak, which is 11,049 ft. above
Sea level. Look to the northwest where you
may be able to catch a glimpse of some of
the highest peaks of the Sierra Nevada.
Bring a sweater. The temperature can be
up to 25° cooler than The Valley floor. 

Mosaic Canyon The best time to explore
this canyon is mid-day. High walls in The
Canyon prevent sunlight from entering in
early and later parts of the day. Colorful
and smooth, water-polished marble breccia
line the lower canyon near the entrance.
Further up Mosaic Canyon, it becomes
apparent that it was created by ages of
rushing water carving its way down the
mountain. Visible signs in the rocks show a
“whirlpool” effect carved by all that water.
The trail becomes rough 2-3 miles up, 
and unless you’re prepared for an all-day
hike, it may be best to head back down 
at this point. 

Keane Wonder Mill and Mine (check at he
Ranger Station for info on this location).
The name speaks volumes. Keane Wonder
Mill has been photographed many times
over. There is an interpretive sign that 
illustrates the history of the operation and
town site. There are several trails all
around the ruins. For the real adventurous
explorer or “gung-ho” hiker there is a trail
that leads up the mountain that follows the

Tramway line. This is a strenuous, 2-mile+
round-trip hike, that goes all the way up to
the Keane Wonder Mine, 1,500 feet
above The Mill. {DON’T GO NEAR THE
MINE OPENINGS}

The list goes on and on. But suffice it to
say that Death Valley National Park has 
so much to offer. As does most if not ALL
of the National Parks. ,

Resources:
Death Valley Natural 
History Association (National
Park Morning Report/full-line
of books, maps and informa-
tion to help plan your trip):
dvnha.org

National Park Service –
campgrounds and park 
information:
www.nps.gov/deva/
planyourvisit/camping.htm

Death Valley Lodging:
furnacecreekresort.com

Cross-Country

Mesquite Flat Sand Dunes Getting ready for dinner

Keane Wonder Mill Manly Beacon from Golden Canyon Below sea level at Badwater

Pulling in at Texas Spring CampgroundYes, those spots in the water are kayakers!

Smooth marble walls in Mosaic Canyon

Furnace Creek Visitors Center
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This is the story of a very 
special 1963 Airstream
Safari...one that participated
in the 1963-64 Around the
World Caravan! This trailer
first crossed my path in
December 2007 when I saw an eBay auction for a trailer
that was purported to have been on that historic caravan – 
a 1963, 22-foot Airstream Safari Twin bearing the WBCCI
number 8671. One of the photos was intriguing, because it
showed a list of countries painted onto the inside of the door!
The auction listing reported that the trailer originally belonged 
to Cecil and Mary Tolle of Elwood, Indiana. Could this really
be a trailer from the Around the World Caravan? I immediately
set out to determine the answer. First, I checked my copy 
of Thank You Marco Polo – the Story of the First Around the
World Trailer Caravan, by McGregor Smith Jr. That book
recounts the details of this historic caravan from the viewpoint
of one of the participants. And sure enough, on the last two
pages of the book, the participants list does indeed list Cecil
and Mary Tolle from Elwood, Indiana. So now I know that
the Tolle’s were on the caravan, but was this trailer on the
caravan? The book does not say what trailer they had, and
none of the photos show #8671, so more sleuthing would 
be required.

The eBay auction provided several decent photos of the
trailer showing some unusual characteristics, so maybe I can
find it in published photos from the caravan, even if I can’t
see the #8671. From the eBay photos I note that next to the
door it has a double Jalousie window that I have never seen
before – the upper half is at least twice as tall as the lower
half. Usually on an early 60s Safari Twin, there is a 
single, larger Jalousie window next to the door. And
the trailer has some unusual reflectors on the rear and

sides of the trailer – could they
have been added specifically
for the caravan? Armed 
with these details, I searched
all known photos from the 
caravan and nowhere could I

find evidence of this trailer, but I had one last resource. With
great interest I again watched the five VHS videos about the
Around the World Caravan that I bought from Airstream 
several years ago. Tapes #1 and #2 yielded nothing definite,
but as Vincent Price narrates, at about 8 minutes into tape 
#3 while the caravan is traveling thru India, there it is...it’s
barely visible, but you can make out #8671 on what is
clearly an early 60s 22-foot Safari! And it has that unusual
window and the extra reflectors! It is being pulled by what
looks like a Ford pickup truck with a box on the back and
extra tires on top of the box. I finally had my proof. Further
checks showed this truck and trailer combination again 
in tape #5, first loading onto a boat and then crossing the
Adriatic Sea on its way to Yugoslavia and then leaving
Prague on its way to “Soviet Russia.” Unfortunately on tape
#5, the number 8671 is never visible, but the other details
make it clear that this is the same truck and trailer. So not
only did this trailer travel thru Asia, it continued to complete
the tour of Europe that followed! As I finished watching the
videos, one unanswerable question nagged at me, was it
possible that Cecil and Mary Tolle themselves could be seen
somewhere in the many scenes that showed caravanners?
Anyway, after watching the videos, it’s official, now I am 
definitely interested in this trailer. I contacted the eBay seller
and set up an opportunity to look the trailer over in person.
It’s in Ohio, perhaps 3 hours from home – certainly not too
far to travel for a closer look. So on December 26, 2007, 

I took a good hard look and a few photos. What
I found was a trailer in rougher condition than 
the eBay description and photos suggested. 

Big Red Numbers Big Red NumbersStory and Photos by Joe Peplinski #5533

Crossing the waters in Yugoslavia.

Hawaii

Burma
(Myanmar)

Thailand

“Around the World” 
Caravan Logo

Japan

Singapore Calcutta, India
Caravan

Sticker

Chasing Old 8671...
to saving the F u t u r e.

From Around the World

Joe Peplinski found out that
the future of vintage Airstream
Safari, #8671 is a - b u z z .
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being unassigned from 1989 thru 2000. In 2001 through
2004 and then again in 2007 it was assigned to Cecil and
Elizabeth Copley of Butlerville, Indiana, so that must have
been the Cecil that sold the trailer in late 2007.

Even more interesting was the discovery that Cecil and Mary
Tolle actually participated in eight Airstream Company caravans:

■ #33 – Eastern Canada Summer 1963
■ #35 – Around the World 1963-64
■ #77 – Mexico Winter 1971
■ #85 – Yucatan Winter 1972
■ #90 – Mexico-Guatemala Winter 1973
■ #97 – Mexico-Guatemala Winter 1974
■ #103 – Eastern Mexico Winter 1975
■ #108 – Central American Odyssey Winter 1976.

Clearly the Tolle’s and this trailer were well traveled.

And what about the participants on the Around the World 
caravan? Of the 47 trailers that participated on the Around
the World Caravan, it turns out #8671 was the highest 
number. It was even higher than the highest number in the
1963 WBCCI Membership Directory, which was 8024. So
Cecil and Mary Tolle joined WBCCI after the 1963 Directory
was published! Could it be that the Tolle’s bought the 1963
Airstream Safari and joined WBCCI specifically to go on this
Caravan? That theory is supported by the fact that the next

highest WBCCI number on the caravan was #8511, which
belonged to the McGregor Smith Jr. family. The Smith’s joined
WBCCI specifically so that McGregor Smith could be the 
official publicist for the Caravan. In fact, Airstream supplied
the trailer they used on the trip. One has to wonder if the Tolle’s
participated in the 1963 Eastern Canada Caravan as a
“shake down” before the big one? Another nagging question
is why did the Tolle’s get a Land Yacht, rather than an
International? Was this a rushed purchase “off the lot” rather
than a trailer carefully ordered for the Caravan? We may never
know the answers to these questions, but it’s fun to speculate.

As I continued my research, I stumbled upon the fact that, of the
105 people that participated in the Around the World caravan,
one is still a member of WBCCI today – Marjorie Nolen.
Marjorie still has WBCCI membership number 5232 that she
and her husband Lawrence and their two sons Lawrence Jr.
and John used on the caravan. I was able to call and talk to
Marjorie and she was absolutely delightful. She is now 93,
but was a relatively young 49 when the caravan started, well
below the average of 64! Marjorie clearly remembered Mary
Tolle, who was a school teacher because her sons enjoyed
spending time with Mary. Marjorie had other memories to share
like the day the caravan only moved 8 miles because the
roads were so bad. She noted that she made many enduring
friendships on that caravan and it would have been hard not
to do so after spending a year camped along side each other.

It looked to me like it hadn’t been used recently. There were a
couple of patches on the skin, and a couple of minor dents.
The fridge, furnace, water heater and much of the plumbing
had been replaced a long time ago. Some of the cabinetry
was falling apart and I found signs of water leaks and rear
end separation – none of this is surprising, I suppose, after so
many bone jarring miles on that caravan and many travels
since. But at least it was all there – the bones were present to
allow a solid restoration for someone ambitious. I jotted down
the serial number: 223T130, confirming that this trailer was
the 30th 1963 Safari built in Jackson Center, Ohio and 
confirming that it only sported Land Yacht trim, and not the

International trim level that one might expect on a trailer that
would take such a journey. Interestingly, the eBay seller said
he bought it from a guy named Cecil in Indiana – same name
and state as the original owner. As I left with a realization of
the true condition of the trailer and the work it would take 
to restore, my heart sank, because I knew it would be bid up
beyond my comfort zone. And so it was, selling for $3700
when the auction closed on December 28, 2007.

I did not think about this trailer too much after that, just hoping
that is was going to a good home and would be restored to
its former glory. Then the Fall 2007 Vintage Advantage arrived
about a week later. After reading the “Where are They Now”
article, I knew I needed to write an article about this trailer. A
quick check with the editor and I was committed to the story
for the next issue. Now I had to get to work. I contacted other
WBCCI members who had old Membership Directories and
then the WBCCI Headquarters in Jackson Center trying to 
find out among other questions, how long Cecil and Mary
Tolle were in WBCCI, who else might have been assigned the
number 8671 over the years and whether the Tolle’s had 
taken this trailer on other caravans besides the Around the
World Caravan.

Slowly the information trickled in. #8671 had been assigned
to the Tolles from 1963 thru 1980. They did not renew for
1981. Then, from 1984 thru 1988, #8671 was assigned to
Ralph and Muriel Roberts of Green Valley, Arizona, before

Leaving Prague en route to Soviet Russia.Crossing the bridge in India. Along the seashore in India. Over the Adriatic.
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and the VAC in the near future. (See page 16 for more about
Rob Keller and his work with honeybees.)

Let me close by noting that 1963 Safari #8671 is just 
one of three documented surviving trailers of the 47 that 
participated in the Around the World Caravan, that I know of.
The second is a 1962 Overlander #5289, that was taken 
on the caravan by Dr. Floyd and Ethel Yeager of Marion,
Ohio. That trailer is now located in Florida and is owned by
the VAC’s own Herb Spies. Herb purchased this trailer in 
Ohio by way of an eBay auction a few years ago. He has 
set up a Blog about his trailer that can be viewed here: 
http://62overlander.blogspot.com. Herb has also met the 
children of the original owners of his trailer.

The final documented Around the World survivor that I am
aware of is a 1963 Overlander #7667, which was taken on
the caravan by Roy and Evelyn Landis of Evanston, Illinois. Its
current owners and whereabouts are unknown, but that trailer
and the original 1963 4x4 Ford pickup that pulled it on the
Around the World Caravan were offered for auction on eBay
in August, 2006. To the best of my recollection, that auction
did not meet reserve and the trailer was never re-listed on
eBay. At the time of the auction, the trailer was noted to be in
Monrovia, California and it was being offered for sale by 
just the 2nd owners. If you have any more information about
this trailer, or any other trailer that you believe participated 
on the Around the World Caravan, I would like to hear about
it. I would even like to hear of rumors of other surviving trailers
from this caravan.

Likewise, I would love to hear about any trailer that is 
purported to have been on the 1959 Cape Town to Cairo
Caravan. To my knowledge, the only documented survivor 
of that caravan is Wally’s gold 22-foot World Traveler that 
sits outside the Airstream Factory in Jackson Center, Ohio.

There must be more survivors from both caravans waiting to 
be discovered. 

We need to begin documenting and properly preserving these 
historic trailers, and I’d like to do my small part. Please contact
me at kodiak66joe@wowway.com if you have any more 
information. Thanks! I
I wish to acknowledge the following people who researched and provided information 

I used in this story: Cecil Copley (#8671), Leo Garvey (#6006), Rob Keller, 

Marjorie Nolen (#5232), Mike Orchard (#32083), 

Dallas Peak (#8481), 

Cindy Reed, 

Herb Spies 

(#1861), and 

Dot Stengel.

One unfortunate fact was that the Nolen’s trailer was destroyed
in a traffic accident in Kansas after their return to the U.S. 
and although Marjorie was injured, she recovered and no one
died in the accident. Marjorie offered to show me the slides
and photos she and her sons have from the caravan – 
I only wish I lived closer so I could take her up on that offer.

I must say that my conversation with Marjorie inspired me to
read Thank You Marco Polo again to see if it would yield any
more personal details about Cecil and Mary Tolle. One
notable incident that is documented in the book occurred while
the Caravan was camped in Malacca, Malaysia. Cecil Tolle,
who was noted to be a retired mechanic, was astonished to
see 3,500 school children arriving to visit the Tolle’s trailer! As
it turns out, since Mary was a school teacher, she was invited
to visit one of the local schools. In return she invited some 
students to visit her trailer. They in turn invited the entire student
population of Malacca! Another noted event was the time the
Tolle’s visited a farm co-operative in Czechoslovakia and
Mary, who grew up as an Indiana farm girl, tried her hand at
milking a cow and was successful, gathering hugs all around!
And I must relay one other incident noted in the book that 
puts the era of this caravan in perspective, and that was while
in Cambodia, the caravanners received the message that
President Kennedy had been assassinated. At first it was thought
to be a Communist plot to embarrass them, but eventually the
truth of it sunk in. How hard that must have been to deal with
this news while they were so far away from home.

Unfortunately, this was about all I was able to discover about
the Tolles. But the story of #8671 does not end here. The next
part of the mystery was to find out what happened to the
1963 Safari trailer after the Tolle’s did not renew in WBCCI. 
I was able to find a phone number for Cecil Copley and gave
him a call to find out. It turns out that Cecil and Elizabeth
Copley bought the trailer in 1998 after finding it for sale on

the side of the road. The guy they bought it from received it 
in trade for a riding lawn mower! Through a title search, Cecil
confirmed that there were perhaps five or six previous owners,
but the trailer had been registered in Indiana its whole life.
This confirms that this trailer never belonged to Ralph and
Muriel Roberts of Arizona when they were assigned #8671.
Cecil noted that he and his wife Elizabeth used the trailer 
regularly, often camping at military bases – an option that was
available to him as a retired veteran. Sometimes they slept five
in the little trailer when they took three teen-aged foster children
with them. The Copley’s took the trailer to Missouri several
times, and to Arkansas and Texas, and even to Key West,
Florida! One trip was to Kentucky, in order for the trailer to be
part of a display about “Travel Before Interstates.” Another was
to the 2001 Region 5 Vintage Airstream Rally at RV Heritage
Foundation Museum in Goshen, Indiana. That was perhaps the
first introduction for this trailer to the VAC and photos from this
occasion show Cecil Copley proudly standing in front of the
trailer. Cecil noted that at one time he considered donating the
trailer to the RV Heritage Foundation Museum, but eventually
he decided to “keep it in circulation.” As time wore on many
people would see the trailer at his home and stop to inquire if
it was for sale. He never really considered it to be for sale,
but one day when caught at a weak moment Cecil accepted
an offer from a guy from Ohio, an incident that he now regrets.
Shortly thereafter the trailer showed up for sale on eBay.

So what is next for old #8671? The eBay auction was won
by Rob Keller from Napa, California. Rob is currently making
plans to pick the trailer up in Ohio and transport it back to
California for restoration. Once restored, Rob plans to use the
trailer as part of mobile honeybee educational project. Rob is
fully aware of the significance of this historic trailer and he
intends to preserve it and write the next chapter in its history.
With any luck, maybe we’ll even see him joining WBCCI 
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A few years back our VAC Historian arranged for the transfer of old Airstream film
movies to DVD format. These were sold to VAC members, but there were technical
problems with many of the DVD’s that were produced.

I myself had these problems. In fact, the first DVD set I got wouldn’t play at all.
There wasn’t anything I could do with it. A second set would play, but it would
often hang or freeze making it difficult to enjoy.

Recently, I took another look at this two DVD set and I think I have a solution – 
at least for those of you with a computer that has a DVD player and a large hard
drive. Mind you, this isn’t a fix so much as it is simply a work-around to play the
movies without having them freeze or hang. You will need about 9 GB of spare
real estate on your hard drive to do this.

When you insert either disk from the set into your
DVD bay, likely your software, such as Windows
Media Player, will attempt to play the disk. So, first

thing is to close Media Player.

Next, double click on the 
“My Computer” icon. You will
then see a window on your
screen similar to the one here.

Place your cursor on the drive labeled “Logical label” to highlight it and then
“right” click on it to pop up a menu selection that will be similar to the one 
shown above right.

Click on Explore to keep your computer from playing the DVD.

This should then show you the file folder on the DVD as shown below.

Forrest McClure

Here’s a 
work-around
for the
Old Airstream
Caravan
Movies on DVD.

From the 
VAC Librarian

Big Red Numbers

EMoViTO
(Enormous Mobile Vintage Trailer Observatory)

Around the World Caravan Safari, No. 8671,
is being restored by new owner, Rob Keller,
and will be heading out on a new journey –
one that could help save the world.
In 2006, across the U.S., and for unknown reasons, honeybee
colonies suddenly began to die. Colony Collapse Disease or
(CCD), losses threaten the honey and pollination industries,
and researchers are looking for causes and remedies.

Honeybees are essential for the production of over 90 food
crops. It is estimated that 2 out of every 3 bites of food we put
into our mouths result from the bee pollination process. We are

dependent on bees for the pollination of our crops. Albert
Einstein is credited with saying, “If honey bees become extinct,
human society will follow in four years.” He was speaking in
regards to the symbiotic relationship of all life on the planet. 

Initial studies of dying colonies revealed a large number of
disease organisms present, with no one disease being identified
as the culprit. Ongoing studies of beekeepers experiencing CCD
have found a few common management factors, but no common
environmental agents or chemicals that can be attributed to the
problem. It is considered the disease of 1000 cuts because there
are so many factors that may be involved.

Rob Keller hopes to help turn CCD around by educating
the public on the conditions the bees are experiencing. His plan
is to turn Old #8671 into a mobile bee observatory called the
EMoViTO (Enormous Mobile Vintage Trailer Observatory). 
It would be the world’s largest mobile beehive observatory. 
In 2007, Rob received a grant from The Walter and Elise Haas
Fund for his project. The plan is to address the plight of the
honeybee population and ways humans can change agricultural
practices to protect honeybees. And, to help develop colonies
that resist the environmental factors affecting them. By splitting
stronger colonies away from weaker ones he hopes to breed
stronger bees that can be released back into the wild. 
The overall result will be a stronger feral 
bee population.8

Old #8671
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Old #8671
will

be buzzi
n’ do

wn the road.
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Cataloguing History Quick Tips from the Road

Double clicking on the file folder, VIDEO_TS, will reveal
its contents as shown at left:

Highlight the VOB files by clicking on them with your
mouse while at the same time holding down your key-
board’s Ctrl button.

Now copy only files VTS_01_1.VOB through
VTS_01_5.VOB to your hard drive either by dragging them to a location on your
hard drive or by clicking on the menu for Edit then, “Copy To Folder.”

The other files, VIDEO_TS.BUP through VTS_01_0.VOB, are the likely culprits that
keep the movies from playing. The tag information is either incorrect or one or
more of the files are corrupt.

Next, open the folder where you copied the VOB files. There you will rename those
copied files.

VOB files are MPEG files in disguise. Simply changing the extension, VOB, to MPG
will do the trick.

So, VTS_01_1.VOB should be renamed VTS_01_01.MPG. Do this for each file
from Disk 1. You will also need to rename the prefix of each file from Disk 2 so that
they will play in the correct order.

So, insert Disk 2 and repeat the process except that, VTS_01_1.VOB should be
renamed VTS_01_06.MPG and so on until VTS_01_5.VOB is VTS_01_10.MPG.

When you are done you should have a file folder on your hard drive containing ten
MPEG movies, VTS_01_01.MPG through VTS_01_10.MPG. It’s important to keep
the files in this order because chapters were split when the VOB files were created.
While there are 9 movies on the DVD disks, they are imbedded in 10 VOB files.

In other words, the movie, “Mexican Caravan,” will begin where “Building Dreams
is Our Business” ends. Both will be in file, VTS_01_01.MPG, but the second half of
“Mexican Caravan” will be in VTS_01_02.MPG.

You should now be able to double-click on any of the MPG files to play a movie,
but to watch all of them in the correct order without interruption create a “play list.”

Do this by highlighting all ten movies. Now, right-click
the list and from the pop-up menu select “Add to
Windows Media Player list.” When you do this Media
Player will open and begin playing the movies, but
not necessarily in the correct order. If that happens
look at the “Now Playing” list on the right side of the
Media Player window (make sure that “Show List Pane”
has been selected). Right click on the movie that is
out of order and a pop up menu will appear. Using
that menu move the movie either up or down to put 
it in the correct order as shown in the figure at left.

Once the movies are in alpha-numeric order click 
on the “Now Playing” menu and select “Save Playlist
As...” As shown in the figure on the right.

Save the Playlist to the folder containing
the movies. Whenever you want to
watch the movies in their correct order,
uninterrupted, all you need do is double
click Playlist1.wpl as shown below. 
For convenience, create a shortcut and
place it on your desktop.

Likewise, if you have a DVD player/
recorder you can burn the movies 
to a DVD-R to watch the movies on 
your television.

These instructions specifically apply to
MS Windows XP and Media Player 11.
However, they should work equally 
well for other versions.

Good luck, and happy viewing! F

Forrest McClure #2671
VAC Librarian

Why spend nearly
$27 plus $8.75
for shipping to get

a reprint of an Airstream owner’s
manual when for the price of 
your membership in the VAC you
can get one for free from the 
VAC Librarian?

One of the best benefits your
membership brings to you is
access to the VAC library of sales
brochures, owner’s manuals,
appliance instructions, etc.
Unfortunately, I only get a handful
of inquiries per year. Increasingly,
these items are scanned and can
be sent to members as Adobe
Acrobat PDF files – for free. 

All you need do is ask. If it’s
in the library I can have a copy
to you overnight. Or. if you 
prefer, for just the cost of printing

and mailing a paper version can
be mailed to you.

A card catalog of available items
has been created and can also
be e-mailed to you. To request the
catalog or to ask for specific
items send an e-mail to:
forrest@airstreamlife.com, or send
a letter or postcard to:

Forrest McClure
VAC Librarian
13992 E. Marina Dr. #301
Aurora, CO 80014

Include your WBCCI number 
and VAC membership status in
your inquiry – only members 
have access.

What do you have to lose? 
Try the library first. You can
always shop e-Bay afterward!

Looking for an AIRSTREAM OWNER’S MANUAL?
Look no further, contact the VAC Librarian...

FREE

Things you’l l need: 
● Spray bottle with a few drops of soap mixed in
● Squeegee
● Decal, sticker or numbers

Spray the area where you are going to apply the
decal. Position the decal where you want it to go.
Adjust as needed.

Use the squeegee to gently squeeze out the
excess liquid. Work from the center outwards.

Let it dry. 
The decal, numbers and stickers wil l seal themselves
without bubbles, right where you want them!

This tip was suggested by one of our new members. 

The best way to apply
your new VAC Decal

Works for BIG RED NUMBERS and stickers, too!

VAC Newsltr Sp08 ToPrint  3/27/08  10:50 AM  Page 18



a i r s t r e a m . n e t Vintage Advantage 1918

Cataloguing History Quick Tips from the Road

Double clicking on the file folder, VIDEO_TS, will reveal
its contents as shown at left:

Highlight the VOB files by clicking on them with your
mouse while at the same time holding down your key-
board’s Ctrl button.

Now copy only files VTS_01_1.VOB through
VTS_01_5.VOB to your hard drive either by dragging them to a location on your
hard drive or by clicking on the menu for Edit then, “Copy To Folder.”

The other files, VIDEO_TS.BUP through VTS_01_0.VOB, are the likely culprits that
keep the movies from playing. The tag information is either incorrect or one or
more of the files are corrupt.

Next, open the folder where you copied the VOB files. There you will rename those
copied files.

VOB files are MPEG files in disguise. Simply changing the extension, VOB, to MPG
will do the trick.

So, VTS_01_1.VOB should be renamed VTS_01_01.MPG. Do this for each file
from Disk 1. You will also need to rename the prefix of each file from Disk 2 so that
they will play in the correct order.

So, insert Disk 2 and repeat the process except that, VTS_01_1.VOB should be
renamed VTS_01_06.MPG and so on until VTS_01_5.VOB is VTS_01_10.MPG.

When you are done you should have a file folder on your hard drive containing ten
MPEG movies, VTS_01_01.MPG through VTS_01_10.MPG. It’s important to keep
the files in this order because chapters were split when the VOB files were created.
While there are 9 movies on the DVD disks, they are imbedded in 10 VOB files.

In other words, the movie, “Mexican Caravan,” will begin where “Building Dreams
is Our Business” ends. Both will be in file, VTS_01_01.MPG, but the second half of
“Mexican Caravan” will be in VTS_01_02.MPG.

You should now be able to double-click on any of the MPG files to play a movie,
but to watch all of them in the correct order without interruption create a “play list.”

Do this by highlighting all ten movies. Now, right-click
the list and from the pop-up menu select “Add to
Windows Media Player list.” When you do this Media
Player will open and begin playing the movies, but
not necessarily in the correct order. If that happens
look at the “Now Playing” list on the right side of the
Media Player window (make sure that “Show List Pane”
has been selected). Right click on the movie that is
out of order and a pop up menu will appear. Using
that menu move the movie either up or down to put 
it in the correct order as shown in the figure at left.

Once the movies are in alpha-numeric order click 
on the “Now Playing” menu and select “Save Playlist
As...” As shown in the figure on the right.

Save the Playlist to the folder containing
the movies. Whenever you want to
watch the movies in their correct order,
uninterrupted, all you need do is double
click Playlist1.wpl as shown below. 
For convenience, create a shortcut and
place it on your desktop.

Likewise, if you have a DVD player/
recorder you can burn the movies 
to a DVD-R to watch the movies on 
your television.

These instructions specifically apply to
MS Windows XP and Media Player 11.
However, they should work equally 
well for other versions.

Good luck, and happy viewing! F

Forrest McClure #2671
VAC Librarian

Why spend nearly
$27 plus $8.75
for shipping to get

a reprint of an Airstream owner’s
manual when for the price of 
your membership in the VAC you
can get one for free from the 
VAC Librarian?

One of the best benefits your
membership brings to you is
access to the VAC library of sales
brochures, owner’s manuals,
appliance instructions, etc.
Unfortunately, I only get a handful
of inquiries per year. Increasingly,
these items are scanned and can
be sent to members as Adobe
Acrobat PDF files – for free. 

All you need do is ask. If it’s
in the library I can have a copy
to you overnight. Or. if you 
prefer, for just the cost of printing

and mailing a paper version can
be mailed to you.

A card catalog of available items
has been created and can also
be e-mailed to you. To request the
catalog or to ask for specific
items send an e-mail to:
forrest@airstreamlife.com, or send
a letter or postcard to:

Forrest McClure
VAC Librarian
13992 E. Marina Dr. #301
Aurora, CO 80014

Include your WBCCI number 
and VAC membership status in
your inquiry – only members 
have access.

What do you have to lose? 
Try the library first. You can
always shop e-Bay afterward!

Looking for an AIRSTREAM OWNER’S MANUAL?
Look no further, contact the VAC Librarian...

FREE

Things you’l l need: 
● Spray bottle with a few drops of soap mixed in
● Squeegee
● Decal, sticker or numbers

Spray the area where you are going to apply the
decal. Position the decal where you want it to go.
Adjust as needed.

Use the squeegee to gently squeeze out the
excess liquid. Work from the center outwards.

Let it dry. 
The decal, numbers and stickers wil l seal themselves
without bubbles, right where you want them!

This tip was suggested by one of our new members. 

The best way to apply
your new VAC Decal

Works for BIG RED NUMBERS and stickers, too!

VAC Newsltr Sp08 ToPrint  3/27/08  10:50 AM  Page 18



a i r s t r e a m . n e t Vintage Advantage 2120 Vintage Advantage a i r s t r e a m . n e t

Rally-A-Go-GoStory and photos by Jim CooperFrom Herb Spies

On New Year’s Eve 2004 Mike and Clare Scott didn’t realize they
had started a tradition by camping in their 61 Safari at the
Moraine Campground in Rocky Mountain National Park. The
next year Jim and Rhonda Cooper accompanied them in their 67
Tradewind – “Lizard.” Several others planned to attend in 2006,
but we all were snowed out. In 2007 Luke Bernander and Donna
Thomas joined the tradition. Luke and Donna have two vintage
Airstreams, but choose to bring a Scamp that they have rebuilt 
to sell. They thought it needed at least one run before going on
the block.

Ya’ll should have been there. We recorded 7˚-above 0˚f with
howling winds Sunday night and 3˚-below 0˚f without the wind 
on Monday night. Wind makes it harder to heat, but in either case
there is a lot to be said for propane. 

There are no hookups in the park during the winter, the
summer either for that matter, but the restroom is kept open and
the snow plow comes through every morning. Luke didn’t bring
the margarita mixer, so there was room for his snow blower which he
used to clear the path to the restroom. His spare radiant heater kept the
facility comfortable at 79˚. A car load of travelers stopped and
when the first exited the room he was seen waving the others in.

We all stayed warm, at least in our trailers. The Scamp heater
ran non-stop, but the Airstream heaters had some idle time.
There is some value to the insulated walls and floor, but I wish I
had remembered to put the styrofoam inserts into the bedside
windows, particularly Sunday night. Condensation dripped all
night in the Scamp, and the Scotts said they had real condensation
problems. They also slept three adults and two dogs.

Everyone gathered in Lizard for New Year’s Eve. We sat seven
at the dinette for a dinner of pasta and chili accompanied by four
bottles of champagne. It seems sad to admit that we dispersed 
at 9 p.m., but when you start at 4 p.m., partying for five hours is
enough. Mike and Clare’s daughter Eli thought it was weird to be
going to bed at 9:30 p.m., but she was a good sport. We’ve all 
had to humor our parents from time to time.

I ran the 1000-watt generator Monday evening. It stopped
several times and Luke guessed that the temperature was affecting
the carburetion. When we started the generator for the last time, we
switched it off the economy setting and it ran fine. The two batteries
in Lizard probably would have made it without the generator.

All of the rigs were winterized, so freezing wasn’t a problem.
We kept five gallons of water in Lizard and an empty bucket under
the sink P-trap drain. We also decided it would be little effort 
to empty the black water tank of non-solid waste when home com-
pared to a cold dark walk to the facility in our PJs.

There’s little point in staying in the Rocky Mountain
National Park without being in it. We snowshoed Sunday, and
made a five-mile hike on Tuesday. It was cold, but that’s why they
make long-johns and hot chocolate. The elk were out. We came
across magpies and ravens feeding on an elk kill, and later saw two
coyotes – one lying in the sun and the other watching it with great
curiosity. The resting coyote was unusually large and sported a
deep coat of fur. The following week the local paper reported wolf
tracks confirmed in the same area – could it have been?

We are already looking forward to 2008. Dry camping in your
Airstream in mid-winter with your vintage friends (their trailers,
not them) is hard to beat. U

New Year’s 2008 in the Colorado RockiesO

International Rally News

Wally Byam Caravan Club 

51st International Rally

Bozeman, Montana
June 28 to July 4, 2008

Rally registration forms appear
each month in the Blue Beret,
or go to wbcci.org and go to
“Intl. Rally.”

The largest
WBCCI rally
of the year 
will take place
in Bozeman
Montana in
2008, during
the week 
prior to the 
4th of July. 

Save the dates
and join us 
in the Vintage
Airstream
parking section.

All VAC members are invited to the
VAC Pre-Parade gathering in Bozeman
MT on June 26th, 2008. The VAC has
reserved 60 campsites at the Bozeman
KOA for Thursday night, June 26, 2008.
The cost for a KOA site will be $47. All
sites will have at least water and electric-
ity and some will get sewer hook-up (first
come-first served). Wireless Internet,
clean restrooms and a dump station are
available also. Water features abound,
with two mountain streams winding
through the campground. Enjoy a dip in
the newly built swimming pool and hot
tub. Let the kids cool off in the splash
park. Right next door, enjoy a comfort-
ing soak in the Bozeman Hot Springs.
Nine pools vary in warmth, up to a joint-
soothing 106˚F. We also plan on having
an introductory VAC Happy Hour in the
late afternoon at this campground.

This is in preparation for our parade into
the WBCCI Rally site the next morning
on Friday, June 27th. If you wish to park
in the Vintage Airstream Club area at
the International Rally, the easiest way to
do so is to be part of the parade. If you
do not parade in with the Vintage group
you may be parked elsewhere on the
rally grounds as WBCCI normally does
not give you a choice of parking spot.

Our Vintage Parking Area will be sized
to accommodate the number of trailers
that sign up for the parade.

The 3 Amp and 30 Amp International
WBCCI Rally Vintage parking will be
near each other again this year on the
campus of Montana State University.
Some of vintage parking may be on
grass and some will be on a parking lot.
(Montana will not allow wash water on
the ground so bring your “blue boy.”)
WBCCI will provide us with a wash
water disposal tank nearby our parking
area. There are few campgrounds in 
the Bozeman area that are big enough
to accommodate the size of our group 
so we reserved these KOA spots early
and will come close to filling this 
campground for this night.

If you wish to participate in the pre-
parade night at the KOA, then parade
into the International Rally and park in
the VAC’s Vintage Area, then fill out the
form below and send me a check to
cover your reservation. The cutoff date
for a reservation at the KOA is April 25,
2008. You will be able to cancel your
reservation up to June 15th but KOA will
charge a $10 cancellation fee. 
Cancel by contacting Herb Spies
herb.spies@gmail.com or (850)651-1074.

Pre-Parade registration form:
http://www.nwflorida.net/preprd

BOZEMAN KOA (406)587-3036,
81123 Gallatin Rd. (US HWY 191)
Bozeman, MT 59718. Exit I90 at
Belgrade. Proceed 8 miles South on
Jackrabbit Ln. to KOA on right side of
road. Bozeman Montana Camping,
Bozeman Campground in Montana - 
KOA in Bozeman.

Registration — VAC Pre-Parade Gathering Bozeman KOA
Name(s): WBCCI#: 

Airstream Year: Airstream Model: 

Address: City: 

State: ZIP: Phone #: 

If you want a receipt include SASE. 

Send this form and your check for $47 made payable to Herb Spies
to: Herb Spies, VAC 1st VP, PO Box 844, Shalimar, FL 32579

VAC PRE-PARADE GATHERING

IN BOZEMAN, MONTANA 

ON JUNE 26TH, 2008

VAC Newsltr Sp08 ToPrint  3/27/08  10:51 AM  Page 20



a i r s t r e a m . n e t Vintage Advantage 2120 Vintage Advantage a i r s t r e a m . n e t

Rally-A-Go-GoStory and photos by Jim CooperFrom Herb Spies

On New Year’s Eve 2004 Mike and Clare Scott didn’t realize they
had started a tradition by camping in their 61 Safari at the
Moraine Campground in Rocky Mountain National Park. The
next year Jim and Rhonda Cooper accompanied them in their 67
Tradewind – “Lizard.” Several others planned to attend in 2006,
but we all were snowed out. In 2007 Luke Bernander and Donna
Thomas joined the tradition. Luke and Donna have two vintage
Airstreams, but choose to bring a Scamp that they have rebuilt 
to sell. They thought it needed at least one run before going on
the block.

Ya’ll should have been there. We recorded 7˚-above 0˚f with
howling winds Sunday night and 3˚-below 0˚f without the wind 
on Monday night. Wind makes it harder to heat, but in either case
there is a lot to be said for propane. 

There are no hookups in the park during the winter, the
summer either for that matter, but the restroom is kept open and
the snow plow comes through every morning. Luke didn’t bring
the margarita mixer, so there was room for his snow blower which he
used to clear the path to the restroom. His spare radiant heater kept the
facility comfortable at 79˚. A car load of travelers stopped and
when the first exited the room he was seen waving the others in.

We all stayed warm, at least in our trailers. The Scamp heater
ran non-stop, but the Airstream heaters had some idle time.
There is some value to the insulated walls and floor, but I wish I
had remembered to put the styrofoam inserts into the bedside
windows, particularly Sunday night. Condensation dripped all
night in the Scamp, and the Scotts said they had real condensation
problems. They also slept three adults and two dogs.

Everyone gathered in Lizard for New Year’s Eve. We sat seven
at the dinette for a dinner of pasta and chili accompanied by four
bottles of champagne. It seems sad to admit that we dispersed 
at 9 p.m., but when you start at 4 p.m., partying for five hours is
enough. Mike and Clare’s daughter Eli thought it was weird to be
going to bed at 9:30 p.m., but she was a good sport. We’ve all 
had to humor our parents from time to time.

I ran the 1000-watt generator Monday evening. It stopped
several times and Luke guessed that the temperature was affecting
the carburetion. When we started the generator for the last time, we
switched it off the economy setting and it ran fine. The two batteries
in Lizard probably would have made it without the generator.

All of the rigs were winterized, so freezing wasn’t a problem.
We kept five gallons of water in Lizard and an empty bucket under
the sink P-trap drain. We also decided it would be little effort 
to empty the black water tank of non-solid waste when home com-
pared to a cold dark walk to the facility in our PJs.

There’s little point in staying in the Rocky Mountain
National Park without being in it. We snowshoed Sunday, and
made a five-mile hike on Tuesday. It was cold, but that’s why they
make long-johns and hot chocolate. The elk were out. We came
across magpies and ravens feeding on an elk kill, and later saw two
coyotes – one lying in the sun and the other watching it with great
curiosity. The resting coyote was unusually large and sported a
deep coat of fur. The following week the local paper reported wolf
tracks confirmed in the same area – could it have been?

We are already looking forward to 2008. Dry camping in your
Airstream in mid-winter with your vintage friends (their trailers,
not them) is hard to beat. U

New Year’s 2008 in the Colorado RockiesO

International Rally News

Wally Byam Caravan Club 

51st International Rally

Bozeman, Montana
June 28 to July 4, 2008

Rally registration forms appear
each month in the Blue Beret,
or go to wbcci.org and go to
“Intl. Rally.”

The largest
WBCCI rally
of the year 
will take place
in Bozeman
Montana in
2008, during
the week 
prior to the 
4th of July. 

Save the dates
and join us 
in the Vintage
Airstream
parking section.

All VAC members are invited to the
VAC Pre-Parade gathering in Bozeman
MT on June 26th, 2008. The VAC has
reserved 60 campsites at the Bozeman
KOA for Thursday night, June 26, 2008.
The cost for a KOA site will be $47. All
sites will have at least water and electric-
ity and some will get sewer hook-up (first
come-first served). Wireless Internet,
clean restrooms and a dump station are
available also. Water features abound,
with two mountain streams winding
through the campground. Enjoy a dip in
the newly built swimming pool and hot
tub. Let the kids cool off in the splash
park. Right next door, enjoy a comfort-
ing soak in the Bozeman Hot Springs.
Nine pools vary in warmth, up to a joint-
soothing 106˚F. We also plan on having
an introductory VAC Happy Hour in the
late afternoon at this campground.

This is in preparation for our parade into
the WBCCI Rally site the next morning
on Friday, June 27th. If you wish to park
in the Vintage Airstream Club area at
the International Rally, the easiest way to
do so is to be part of the parade. If you
do not parade in with the Vintage group
you may be parked elsewhere on the
rally grounds as WBCCI normally does
not give you a choice of parking spot.

Our Vintage Parking Area will be sized
to accommodate the number of trailers
that sign up for the parade.

The 3 Amp and 30 Amp International
WBCCI Rally Vintage parking will be
near each other again this year on the
campus of Montana State University.
Some of vintage parking may be on
grass and some will be on a parking lot.
(Montana will not allow wash water on
the ground so bring your “blue boy.”)
WBCCI will provide us with a wash
water disposal tank nearby our parking
area. There are few campgrounds in 
the Bozeman area that are big enough
to accommodate the size of our group 
so we reserved these KOA spots early
and will come close to filling this 
campground for this night.

If you wish to participate in the pre-
parade night at the KOA, then parade
into the International Rally and park in
the VAC’s Vintage Area, then fill out the
form below and send me a check to
cover your reservation. The cutoff date
for a reservation at the KOA is April 25,
2008. You will be able to cancel your
reservation up to June 15th but KOA will
charge a $10 cancellation fee. 
Cancel by contacting Herb Spies
herb.spies@gmail.com or (850)651-1074.

Pre-Parade registration form:
http://www.nwflorida.net/preprd

BOZEMAN KOA (406)587-3036,
81123 Gallatin Rd. (US HWY 191)
Bozeman, MT 59718. Exit I90 at
Belgrade. Proceed 8 miles South on
Jackrabbit Ln. to KOA on right side of
road. Bozeman Montana Camping,
Bozeman Campground in Montana - 
KOA in Bozeman.

Registration — VAC Pre-Parade Gathering Bozeman KOA
Name(s): WBCCI#: 

Airstream Year: Airstream Model: 

Address: City: 

State: ZIP: Phone #: 

If you want a receipt include SASE. 

Send this form and your check for $47 made payable to Herb Spies
to: Herb Spies, VAC 1st VP, PO Box 844, Shalimar, FL 32579

VAC PRE-PARADE GATHERING

IN BOZEMAN, MONTANA 

ON JUNE 26TH, 2008

VAC Newsltr Sp08 ToPrint  3/27/08  10:51 AM  Page 20



a i r s t r e a m . n e t Vintage Advantage 2322 Vintage Advantage a i r s t r e a m . n e t

Serious Vintage Story by C. H. Manchester Maintaining Story and photos by Tim Kendziorski

When we read about the fantastic trips that Wally and his Airstreamers have
taken and are taking and are planning to take; when we see photographs 
of Airstreams in African Pygmy villages and floating down the Nile and parked
wagon-wheel beside the Great Pyramid in Egypt and posing in front of the
famous Red Square in Moscow; when we see colorful movies of hundreds of
Wally Byam Caravanners having fun in Europe or Mexico or Canada or
Central America- there is a lesson in life that should hit us right between the
eyes. But it most often doesn’t.

Most folks are inclined to say “What an adventure,” or “It looks like a lot
of fun,” or “That would be a wonderful education for the children who went,”
or “That’s the way to see the country,” or “I’d like to go on one of those trips,”
Those of us who work for Airstream more generally think “Those pictures are
terrific,” or “What a story that will
make,” or “Well, we have learned
some new lessons on building a 
trailer on that caravan,” or “What
other manufacture would spend 
this kind of money to make sure its
customers were enjoying its product,”
or “I’d like to go on one of those
trips.” But we all seem to miss the point that the Wally Byam Caravans, aside
from all of the pioneering and exploring and travel testing and publicizing and
just plain having fun, are a concrete expression of a group of people who
have made the basic decision to do what they want to do! What’s so great
about that? What is the tremendous lesson for us to have learned from their
example? If we but admit it to ourselves, most of us never make that decision!

Of course, in many instances, we don’t have the opportunity to make 
the decision because of family responsibilities and financial limitations and
other very real obstacles that like has a way of presenting to the pursuits of our
personal, selfish interest. But, more often than not, the major barrier to our
doing what we really want to do can be found right within ourselves- just won’t
make the decision to do it. Quite naturally, we won’t admit this fault and so we
must adopt all kinds of tactics so that we won’t have to make the decision.

I’ve heard it said that in terms of actually doing what we really want to
do, there are three defenses we use; First, there is the “Cannot do without 
me” defense in which we convince ourselves that our business or professional 
activity or rate of financial growth would suffer irreparably if we were to
devote some of our time or interest or money (at least right “today”) to what we
really want to do. And then there is the “Someday I’m going to” defense in
which we derive some satisfaction out of just dreaming about what we want to 

do and therefore never get around to having to face the basic decision of actually
doing it. And the last is the “I’ll be ready next year” defense (sometimes
referred to as the “great planner” technique) in which we plan on certain things
happening at certain times in certain ways and, based on all of these things
happening as we are expecting them to, we will then make the decision to 
satisfy ourselves. The problem with such defenses is not just that they allow 
us continually to procrastinate but that they become an end unto themselves.

The person who is so consumed with his work that he couldn’t find time 
for himself, one day finds that he is not really too interested in himself or his
own enjoyment and derives satisfaction only from his work. I am reminded of
an old doggerel that goes something like this:

“If you keep your nose to the grindstone rough
And you keep it there long enough
Soon you’ll say. There’s no such thing
As brooks that babble and birds that sing.
Then three things will your world compose –
Just you…the stone...and your dammed old nose.”

With forced retirement programs in industry today, this is a growing 
psychological problem among older executives. The “dream” defense is the

really dangerous one because it destroys our desire actually to do things.
We can accomplish so much more and see so much more and go so
many more places in our dreams – and exert almost no energy in the
process – so ultimately it becomes a lot easier to think and contemplate
and dream than to do.
And the “great planner” technique, of course, feeds upon itself because

we don’t have control over our own destines or the things around us that
affect us, and so we have continually to make new plans (“It will be next

year instead of this year”) to accommodate the unexpected. From Proverbs XXVII:
2, we read, “Boast not thyself of tomorrow…for thou knowest not what a day
may bring fourth”… and yet some of the plans we make for one and two and
even 10 years hence would lead one to believe that we had an exclusive
pipeline into the future.

Another tragedy of using these defenses can be that by the time we’ve
decided to listen to our own desires the opportunities for realizing them have
been narrowed.

The world around us is constantly changing. And with it, our opportunities
for personal expression are being changed or modified or, in some cases, 
lost. And the changes are taking place constantly…today…right now…in our
environment…in our opportunities…in US!

Paul Guerin of our advertising agency, in a recent Airstream ad, put it
this way: “Don’t put it off another minute, for minutes are the very stuff that life
is made of.” Paul was referring to buying an Airstream but the merit of the
statement is that it should caution all of us to re-evaluate our personal goals and
desires and dreams and make some decision in their direction even though the
decision may necessarily be qualified by practical considerations. We should
take some step today, make some definite commitment right now to hoard 
at least a little of our effort, at least a degree of our interest, at least a part of 
ourselves for what we really want to do- for what we really want out of life.”

Batteries are like any other part of a trailer or tow vehicle in that they need periodic maintenance
to keep them healthy and happy. A little attention can avoid having to replace batteries 
completely. Trailers parked at storage facilities suffer the most problems because they typically 
get the least maintenance during the cold winter season. But even under these conditions the 
batteries can be maintained effectively. 

There are basically 3 types of trailers batteries - flooded (wet), gelled, and AGM (Absorbed
Glass Mat). AGM batteries are also sometimes called ”starved electrolyte” or “dry,” because the
fiberglass mat is only 95% saturated with Sulfuric acid and there is no excess liquid.

Gelled batteries, or ”Gel Cells” contain acid that has been ”gelled” by the addition of Silica Gel,
turning the acid into a solid mass that looks like gooey gelatin. The advantage of these batteries
is that it is impossible to spill acid even if they are broken. However, there are several disadvantages.
One is that they must be charged at a slower rate and at a lower voltage to prevent excess 
gas from damaging the cells and to prevent voids from forming between the plates and gel. 
They cannot be fast charged on a conventional charger or they may be permanently damaged.

An AGM battery uses ”Absorbed Glass Mats,” or AGM between the plates. This is a very fine
fiber Boron-Silicate glass mat. These types of batteries have all the advantages of gelled, but can
take much more abuse. Nearly all AGM batteries are ”recombinant” – which means that any
gasses created in the battery (hydrogen and oxygen) are turned back into water. This allows the
battery to release less hydrogen gas and in many cases allows the battery to be located inside
the trailer without the fear of explosive gasses being generated. The plates in AGM’s are tightly
packed and rigidly mounted, and will withstand shock and vibration better than any standard 
battery. However, AGM batteries are fairly expensive over equivalently sized flooded batteries
and in most cases is way more battery than is needed for trailering. Still, many find the ease of
maintenance of these batteries to greatly outweigh the cost.

Springtime is the right time
to think about battery maintenance. Nothing can ruin an 
outing faster than discovering that the batteries cannot deliver
the load connected to them. In most cases problems on 
the road can be avoided with a minimal amount of inspection
and maintenance. 

The tools needed are:
☛ Screwdriver
☛ Baking soda 

(just in case)
☛ Distilled water 

(several gallons for 
rinsing off the batteries 
and to add to the 
batteries.

☛ Small wire brush or 
battery post cleaner

☛ A face mask or at 
least a safety goggles

figure A figure B figure C

M E E T I N G Time

Lessons and Who
Should Learn’Em

t seems to me that the greatest lesson
that can be learned from the 
Wally Byam Caravans is for those
who have never traveled on one!I

WB Caravans...a concrete
expression of a group 
of people who have made
the basic decision to do
what they want to do!

{This article was first published in the February, 1961 issue of the The Caravanner magazine. 
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Serious Vintage Story by C. H. Manchester Maintaining Story and photos by Tim Kendziorski

When we read about the fantastic trips that Wally and his Airstreamers have
taken and are taking and are planning to take; when we see photographs 
of Airstreams in African Pygmy villages and floating down the Nile and parked
wagon-wheel beside the Great Pyramid in Egypt and posing in front of the
famous Red Square in Moscow; when we see colorful movies of hundreds of
Wally Byam Caravanners having fun in Europe or Mexico or Canada or
Central America- there is a lesson in life that should hit us right between the
eyes. But it most often doesn’t.

Most folks are inclined to say “What an adventure,” or “It looks like a lot
of fun,” or “That would be a wonderful education for the children who went,”
or “That’s the way to see the country,” or “I’d like to go on one of those trips,”
Those of us who work for Airstream more generally think “Those pictures are
terrific,” or “What a story that will
make,” or “Well, we have learned
some new lessons on building a 
trailer on that caravan,” or “What
other manufacture would spend 
this kind of money to make sure its
customers were enjoying its product,”
or “I’d like to go on one of those
trips.” But we all seem to miss the point that the Wally Byam Caravans, aside
from all of the pioneering and exploring and travel testing and publicizing and
just plain having fun, are a concrete expression of a group of people who
have made the basic decision to do what they want to do! What’s so great
about that? What is the tremendous lesson for us to have learned from their
example? If we but admit it to ourselves, most of us never make that decision!

Of course, in many instances, we don’t have the opportunity to make 
the decision because of family responsibilities and financial limitations and
other very real obstacles that like has a way of presenting to the pursuits of our
personal, selfish interest. But, more often than not, the major barrier to our
doing what we really want to do can be found right within ourselves- just won’t
make the decision to do it. Quite naturally, we won’t admit this fault and so we
must adopt all kinds of tactics so that we won’t have to make the decision.

I’ve heard it said that in terms of actually doing what we really want to
do, there are three defenses we use; First, there is the “Cannot do without 
me” defense in which we convince ourselves that our business or professional 
activity or rate of financial growth would suffer irreparably if we were to
devote some of our time or interest or money (at least right “today”) to what we
really want to do. And then there is the “Someday I’m going to” defense in
which we derive some satisfaction out of just dreaming about what we want to 

do and therefore never get around to having to face the basic decision of actually
doing it. And the last is the “I’ll be ready next year” defense (sometimes
referred to as the “great planner” technique) in which we plan on certain things
happening at certain times in certain ways and, based on all of these things
happening as we are expecting them to, we will then make the decision to 
satisfy ourselves. The problem with such defenses is not just that they allow 
us continually to procrastinate but that they become an end unto themselves.

The person who is so consumed with his work that he couldn’t find time 
for himself, one day finds that he is not really too interested in himself or his
own enjoyment and derives satisfaction only from his work. I am reminded of
an old doggerel that goes something like this:

“If you keep your nose to the grindstone rough
And you keep it there long enough
Soon you’ll say. There’s no such thing
As brooks that babble and birds that sing.
Then three things will your world compose –
Just you…the stone...and your dammed old nose.”

With forced retirement programs in industry today, this is a growing 
psychological problem among older executives. The “dream” defense is the

really dangerous one because it destroys our desire actually to do things.
We can accomplish so much more and see so much more and go so
many more places in our dreams – and exert almost no energy in the
process – so ultimately it becomes a lot easier to think and contemplate
and dream than to do.
And the “great planner” technique, of course, feeds upon itself because

we don’t have control over our own destines or the things around us that
affect us, and so we have continually to make new plans (“It will be next

year instead of this year”) to accommodate the unexpected. From Proverbs XXVII:
2, we read, “Boast not thyself of tomorrow…for thou knowest not what a day
may bring fourth”… and yet some of the plans we make for one and two and
even 10 years hence would lead one to believe that we had an exclusive
pipeline into the future.

Another tragedy of using these defenses can be that by the time we’ve
decided to listen to our own desires the opportunities for realizing them have
been narrowed.

The world around us is constantly changing. And with it, our opportunities
for personal expression are being changed or modified or, in some cases, 
lost. And the changes are taking place constantly…today…right now…in our
environment…in our opportunities…in US!

Paul Guerin of our advertising agency, in a recent Airstream ad, put it
this way: “Don’t put it off another minute, for minutes are the very stuff that life
is made of.” Paul was referring to buying an Airstream but the merit of the
statement is that it should caution all of us to re-evaluate our personal goals and
desires and dreams and make some decision in their direction even though the
decision may necessarily be qualified by practical considerations. We should
take some step today, make some definite commitment right now to hoard 
at least a little of our effort, at least a degree of our interest, at least a part of 
ourselves for what we really want to do- for what we really want out of life.”

Batteries are like any other part of a trailer or tow vehicle in that they need periodic maintenance
to keep them healthy and happy. A little attention can avoid having to replace batteries 
completely. Trailers parked at storage facilities suffer the most problems because they typically 
get the least maintenance during the cold winter season. But even under these conditions the 
batteries can be maintained effectively. 

There are basically 3 types of trailers batteries - flooded (wet), gelled, and AGM (Absorbed
Glass Mat). AGM batteries are also sometimes called ”starved electrolyte” or “dry,” because the
fiberglass mat is only 95% saturated with Sulfuric acid and there is no excess liquid.

Gelled batteries, or ”Gel Cells” contain acid that has been ”gelled” by the addition of Silica Gel,
turning the acid into a solid mass that looks like gooey gelatin. The advantage of these batteries
is that it is impossible to spill acid even if they are broken. However, there are several disadvantages.
One is that they must be charged at a slower rate and at a lower voltage to prevent excess 
gas from damaging the cells and to prevent voids from forming between the plates and gel. 
They cannot be fast charged on a conventional charger or they may be permanently damaged.

An AGM battery uses ”Absorbed Glass Mats,” or AGM between the plates. This is a very fine
fiber Boron-Silicate glass mat. These types of batteries have all the advantages of gelled, but can
take much more abuse. Nearly all AGM batteries are ”recombinant” – which means that any
gasses created in the battery (hydrogen and oxygen) are turned back into water. This allows the
battery to release less hydrogen gas and in many cases allows the battery to be located inside
the trailer without the fear of explosive gasses being generated. The plates in AGM’s are tightly
packed and rigidly mounted, and will withstand shock and vibration better than any standard 
battery. However, AGM batteries are fairly expensive over equivalently sized flooded batteries
and in most cases is way more battery than is needed for trailering. Still, many find the ease of
maintenance of these batteries to greatly outweigh the cost.

Springtime is the right time
to think about battery maintenance. Nothing can ruin an 
outing faster than discovering that the batteries cannot deliver
the load connected to them. In most cases problems on 
the road can be avoided with a minimal amount of inspection
and maintenance. 

The tools needed are:
☛ Screwdriver
☛ Baking soda 

(just in case)
☛ Distilled water 

(several gallons for 
rinsing off the batteries 
and to add to the 
batteries.

☛ Small wire brush or 
battery post cleaner

☛ A face mask or at 
least a safety goggles

figure A figure B figure C

M E E T I N G Time

Lessons and Who
Should Learn’Em

t seems to me that the greatest lesson
that can be learned from the 
Wally Byam Caravans is for those
who have never traveled on one!I

WB Caravans...a concrete
expression of a group 
of people who have made
the basic decision to do
what they want to do!

{This article was first published in the February, 1961 issue of the The Caravanner magazine. 
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Maintaining Maintaining Terms & Conditions

T
For the majority of us who use flooded batteries
this article addresses the maintenance needed to
keep the batteries operating at peak efficiencies.
Gel and AGM batteries need only to have a
visual inspection of the case and the connections.
Flooded batteries also require checking of
water levels and plate conditions. 

To get started I extract the Batteries. And to do
this I remove the batteries from service. Before 
I do anything make sure the charger is not 
running. I just unplug the trailer from all sources
of AC power to be sure that nothing is running
at all. This step is taken to preclude having a
short circuit when trying to remove the batteries.

I take my batteries fully out of the battery 
compartment to clean them up and to fully
inspect them. I will be looking at a few things
so removing them completely is the easiest 
way to service them for me.

WARNING: Battery acid is nasty stuff.

Batteries are full of acid, sulfuric acid to be
exact. It will burn the skin and will eat through
just about anything. If it spills, I use baking
soda to neutralize it. Once neutralized I rinse
the affected area with distilled water.

The cells on most regular lead/acid batteries
are vented to allow the gasses that forms during
recharging to escape. These cells are generally
capped with a breather cap and under certain
conditions the battery acid can leak out from
the caps. Care must be taken to not come in
contact with anything that leaks from a battery.
When in doubt, put some baking soda on any
liquid on or around the battery. If it foams up, 
it is acid that is being neutralized.

Also note that Baking soda, if it gets inside the
battery and in the liquid inside the battery, it will
destroy it. So if I use baking soda to neutralize
acid on top of the battery, once it has sufficiently
done it’s job and is no longer foaming up, rinse
it away with lots of distilled water.

This is one of the batteries that have been
removed from service. Prior to removal all power
was removed from the trailer to prevent the
charger from causing a short circuit. The 
battery leads were carefully disconnected, 
and because I have a dual battery system each
lead was taped to prevent it from coming 
in contact with the chassis. I remove first the
negative lead on both batteries and then
remove the positive lead. Once the second 
battery is disconnected the entire trailer is 

completely de-energized.

This battery like the other is dirty and has some
liquid on top that may be acid so it will have to
be neutralized.

Once removed I clean off the battery top. After
I have neutralized any acid I rinse the top of
the battery with DISTILLED WATER ONLY. If
there is no visible acid or liquid on the battery 
I sweep the top of the battery off and any 
dust and also rinse the top off with the distilled
water. The idea here is that I do not want any
foreign material hiding up under the cap to 
get into the battery, as that will only shorten 
the battery life. (See figure A)

The top is rinsed off and ready to be popped
open. I use some low pressure compressed air
to blow the top off. If you do this be careful as
there may be battery acid under the cap so
blow away from your and wear that face-mask.  

Carefully pop the battery caps off. (See figure B)

Looking under the cap I expect to see water. 
If I don’t I have problems. This image shows
what a proper water level should look like. 
(See figure C)

About battery liquid levels:
In lead acid batteries water is lost during the
charging process. Check the battery water level
and add only distilled water when needed.
Never add tap water or softened water to a
battery. Tap water contains minerals that will
reduce battery capacity and life. Add only 
distilled water. 

Battery electrolyte levels should be just below
the bottom of the vent well, about 1⁄2 - 3⁄4 inch
above the tops of the separators. Never let 
the electrolyte level to drop below the top of
the plates. If the electrolyte level drops below
the tops of the plates, irreparable damage may
occur. If it has, add water to the tops of the
plates and attempt to charge the battery. Once
the battery is charged add more water. I add
water to my battery after it first has been fully
charged, never when the battery is partially 
discharged. Adding water to a battery 
before charging may result in overflow of 
the electrolyte. Do not over-water a battery.
Excessive watering of a battery results in 
additional dilution of the electrolyte, resulting 
in reduced battery performance. Once the 
cells have been inspected and water added 
I close the caps on the battery. 

Clean the contacts

(See figure D, E and F) Any battery type should
have the posts inspected. Sitting as they do the
battery posts are sure to be corroded a little 
so clean them up with the wire brush or battery
post cleaner. I like to be able to see shiny
metal. I also clean the connectors in the trailer
as well.

This connection is ready. (See figure G) 

Battery Load Testing

Besides using a hygrometer to test the amount
of charge a battery has load testing is another
way of testing a battery. Many auto parts stores
and battery centers can load test a battery. A
load test is simply putting some amount of load
on the battery and seeing how it responds. A
load tester can be purchased at most auto parts
stores or places like Harbor Freight Tools. They
vary in capacity from 65 amps load to 500+
amps. They usually have 1 or 2 gauges - A volt
gage and an amp gage. Some of the cheaper
models only have a volt/condition gage. A
load test should only be performed if the bat-
tery is near or at full charge but not immediately

after the battery has been charged. If the 
battery has been freshly charged wait 24-hours
before performing the test. 

The process is simple:

☛ Connect the load tester to the battery, 
plus lead (red) to plus and minus lead 
(black) to minus.

☛ Note the voltage of the battery on the gage.
☛ Apply the load for 15 seconds. 

(or whatever your tester recommends).
☛ Monitor the battery volts during the 

loading process.
☛ Remove the load.
☛ Note the battery volts after the load 

has been removed.

Load tester connected

(See figure H) This is the load tester connected to
the battery. The gauge on the left is the current
reading (load) and the gauge on the right is 
the battery volts/condition. This test is performed
before any real maintenance is done. After all, 
if it doesn’t test “good” here, it will be replaced.
The knob on the tester is what applies the 
load - anywhere from zero to 500+ amps.
Some testers simply have a switch that applies
the load.

With the tester connected and no load on the
battery the voltage shows about 13.4 volts.
This battery is fully charged and ready to be
tested. (See figure I) 

The knob is turned up to the max for a heavy
load test. The current draw starts out at just
above 500 amps and quickly drops to 400
amps and holds. After 15 seconds the load
tester beeps indicating the test is complete and
the dial is turned counterclockwise to remove
the load. (See figure J) 

The load is removed and the battery settles 
out at about 12.8 volts. (See figure K) 

The results

The test is complete, the battery passes and 
we can continue with maintenance.

Interpreting the results of a load test:

This test indicated that the plates in the battery
have not built up
a bad sulfate
layer and can not
only deliver a
load but will take
a charge proper-
ly. A battery that
is in poor condi-
tion would not
deliver as much
current and there-
fore would drop
in volts to an
unacceptable
level (indicating
higher battery
internal resist-
ance). This is a
strong indication
of plates that are
fouled up with sul-
fation A battery
that does not
pass this test will
not take a proper
charge. 
The charger will
indicate that the
battery is fully
charged but this
will be a false
result caused by
the higher Internal
resistance of the
battery.

With the battery maintenance completed I
install the batteries and carefully hook up the
leads in the reverse order that I removed 
them. Remember that once the second lead is
hooked up to the battery the trailer has power.
On a 2-battery systems that means that the
leads will be “hot” and caution must be taken
to prevent a short. 

In the next VA I will discuss battery charging
and solar charging systems. T

T
Amp Hour or Ampere-Hour 
A unit of measurement of a bat-
tery’s electrical storage capacity.
Current multiplied by time in
hours equals ampere-hours. One
amp hour is equal to a current of
one ampere flowing for one hour.

Ampere-Hour Capacity 
The number of ampere-hours 
that can be delivered by a 
battery on a single discharge.

Capacity
The capacity of a battery is a
measure of the amount of energy
that it can deliver in a single 
discharge. Battery capacity is
normally listed as amp-hour.

Cell
An electrochemical device, com-
posed of positive and negative
plates and electrolyte, which is
capable of storing electrical ener-
gy. It is the basic “building block”
of a battery. A 12 volt battery
usually has 6 cells. 

Depth of Discharge
The amount of energy that has
been removed from a battery (or
battery pack). Usually expressed
as a percentage of the total
capacity of the battery. 50%
depth of discharge means that
half of the energy in the battery
has been used. 

Electrolyte
A chemical compound which,
when fused or dissolved in 
certain solvents, usually water,
will conduct an electric current.
All electrolytes in the fused state
or in solution give rise to ions
which conduct the electric current.

Gassing
The evolution of gas from one 
or both of the electrodes in a
cell. Gassing commonly results
from self-discharge or from 
the electrolysis of water in the 
electrolyte during charging.

Internal Resistance
The resistance to the flow of 
an electric current within the 
cell or battery.

Recombination
State in which the gases normally
formed within the battery cell 
during its operation, are recom-
bined to form water.

Self Discharge
Discharge that takes place while
the battery is in an open-circuit
condition or during periods of no
load such as storage.

Watt
A measurement of total power. It
is amperes multiplied by volts.
120 volt @ 1 amp = 12 volts @
10 amps.

Battery

Maintenance 

Terms

Compiled by Tim Kendziorski
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Maintaining Maintaining Terms & Conditions

T
For the majority of us who use flooded batteries
this article addresses the maintenance needed to
keep the batteries operating at peak efficiencies.
Gel and AGM batteries need only to have a
visual inspection of the case and the connections.
Flooded batteries also require checking of
water levels and plate conditions. 

To get started I extract the Batteries. And to do
this I remove the batteries from service. Before 
I do anything make sure the charger is not 
running. I just unplug the trailer from all sources
of AC power to be sure that nothing is running
at all. This step is taken to preclude having a
short circuit when trying to remove the batteries.

I take my batteries fully out of the battery 
compartment to clean them up and to fully
inspect them. I will be looking at a few things
so removing them completely is the easiest 
way to service them for me.

WARNING: Battery acid is nasty stuff.

Batteries are full of acid, sulfuric acid to be
exact. It will burn the skin and will eat through
just about anything. If it spills, I use baking
soda to neutralize it. Once neutralized I rinse
the affected area with distilled water.

The cells on most regular lead/acid batteries
are vented to allow the gasses that forms during
recharging to escape. These cells are generally
capped with a breather cap and under certain
conditions the battery acid can leak out from
the caps. Care must be taken to not come in
contact with anything that leaks from a battery.
When in doubt, put some baking soda on any
liquid on or around the battery. If it foams up, 
it is acid that is being neutralized.

Also note that Baking soda, if it gets inside the
battery and in the liquid inside the battery, it will
destroy it. So if I use baking soda to neutralize
acid on top of the battery, once it has sufficiently
done it’s job and is no longer foaming up, rinse
it away with lots of distilled water.

This is one of the batteries that have been
removed from service. Prior to removal all power
was removed from the trailer to prevent the
charger from causing a short circuit. The 
battery leads were carefully disconnected, 
and because I have a dual battery system each
lead was taped to prevent it from coming 
in contact with the chassis. I remove first the
negative lead on both batteries and then
remove the positive lead. Once the second 
battery is disconnected the entire trailer is 

completely de-energized.

This battery like the other is dirty and has some
liquid on top that may be acid so it will have to
be neutralized.

Once removed I clean off the battery top. After
I have neutralized any acid I rinse the top of
the battery with DISTILLED WATER ONLY. If
there is no visible acid or liquid on the battery 
I sweep the top of the battery off and any 
dust and also rinse the top off with the distilled
water. The idea here is that I do not want any
foreign material hiding up under the cap to 
get into the battery, as that will only shorten 
the battery life. (See figure A)

The top is rinsed off and ready to be popped
open. I use some low pressure compressed air
to blow the top off. If you do this be careful as
there may be battery acid under the cap so
blow away from your and wear that face-mask.  

Carefully pop the battery caps off. (See figure B)

Looking under the cap I expect to see water. 
If I don’t I have problems. This image shows
what a proper water level should look like. 
(See figure C)

About battery liquid levels:
In lead acid batteries water is lost during the
charging process. Check the battery water level
and add only distilled water when needed.
Never add tap water or softened water to a
battery. Tap water contains minerals that will
reduce battery capacity and life. Add only 
distilled water. 

Battery electrolyte levels should be just below
the bottom of the vent well, about 1⁄2 - 3⁄4 inch
above the tops of the separators. Never let 
the electrolyte level to drop below the top of
the plates. If the electrolyte level drops below
the tops of the plates, irreparable damage may
occur. If it has, add water to the tops of the
plates and attempt to charge the battery. Once
the battery is charged add more water. I add
water to my battery after it first has been fully
charged, never when the battery is partially 
discharged. Adding water to a battery 
before charging may result in overflow of 
the electrolyte. Do not over-water a battery.
Excessive watering of a battery results in 
additional dilution of the electrolyte, resulting 
in reduced battery performance. Once the 
cells have been inspected and water added 
I close the caps on the battery. 

Clean the contacts

(See figure D, E and F) Any battery type should
have the posts inspected. Sitting as they do the
battery posts are sure to be corroded a little 
so clean them up with the wire brush or battery
post cleaner. I like to be able to see shiny
metal. I also clean the connectors in the trailer
as well.
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This battery is fully charged and ready to be
tested. (See figure I) 

The knob is turned up to the max for a heavy
load test. The current draw starts out at just
above 500 amps and quickly drops to 400
amps and holds. After 15 seconds the load
tester beeps indicating the test is complete and
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In the next VA I will discuss battery charging
and solar charging systems. T

T
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Ampere-Hour Capacity 
The number of ampere-hours 
that can be delivered by a 
battery on a single discharge.

Capacity
The capacity of a battery is a
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Battery

Maintenance 

Terms

Compiled by Tim Kendziorski

figure D figure E figure F figure G figure H

figure K 

figure J 

figure I 
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How to How toStory by Paul Waddell
Photos by Kimber Moore

With all the grease removed from the “front/outer” bearing,
check the bearing for pitting, discoloration and “scoring”
(small grooves running across the individual rollers that make
up the bearing) also check the “race” (where the bearing 
sits in the hub) for pitting, discoloration and scoring. If pitting, 
discoloration or scoring is found, replace the bearing and
race with a new one.
6} Now you need to inspect and repack the “back/inner”
bearing. The way to inspect and repack the back/inner bearing
is done by removing the “hub seal” by prying it out of the
hub with a screwdriver or “seal remover” and taking out the
bearing, then clean the old grease from the hub and bearing
with a clean shop towel. Inspect both the bearing and 
bearing race for damage, discoloration, pitting and scoring. 
7} Now with everything cleaned fairly well with the shop
towels, use a solvent (“Brake Clean” I feel works best) to give
everything one last good cleaning and inspection, then 
wiping dry with clean shop towels. 
8} It’s time to prepare the bearings by packing them with
grease. Force fresh grease into the cavities of the bearings
until the grease oozes out from the sides of the rollers along
its entire circumference. This can be done by using a “bearing
packer” this tool can be found at any automotive parts shop
or if you like, you can do it the old fashion way by hand. 
The “back/inner bearing is installed first. Simply drop it into
the bearing race. Install a new grease seal in the back of the
hub by lightly tapping the outer edge of the seal with a 
hammer. Work your way around the seal while tapping it into
place (I find it’s best to place a small wood block between
the hammer and the seal while tapping it into place, this
avoids bending the seal out of shape). Before replacing the
hub, be sure to place a thin film of grease on the lip of the
new seal, then slide the hub back onto the spindle. Pack a
few more tablespoons of fresh grease into the void between
the hub and the spindle, but do not over fill. You must leave
room for expansion. Over filling this void can cause the seal
to blow out.
9} With the hub back in place, slide the “front/outer” 
bearing back on the spindle into the bearing race, followed
by the washer and nut. Use a pair of channel locks or socket/
wrench to lightly tighten the nut against the washer and 
bearing. Spin the hub and few times back and forth while
tightening the nut to make sure the hub and bearings are 
seated well. Place a “new cotter pin” through the hole and
bend the ends around the spindle and replace your “dust
cap” by tapping it with a hammer and screwdriver on 
the lip of the dust cap, to not hammer the middle of the cap
(this will cause damage and the cap).

From here, put your tire back on, jack up the other side
and do it all over again!M

Paul Waddell is the Washington D.C. Unit Past President
and WBCCI #1270.

Possibly the most overlooked item on our Vintage Airstreams
are the very things that allow us to roll down the road, the
“wheel bearings”. Many folks go out and purchase these 
old rigs, hook them to the back of the tow and take off, 
never checking or asking if the wheel bearings have been 
“re-packed” or replaced within the past year. Like many old
car buffs, we sometimes worry too much about the shine 
and not enough about what makes the thing roll and stop.
So, how does someone go about “re-packing” the wheel
bearings and why is it so important?
Why re-pack the bearings?
The wheel bearing acts as a set of rollers between the 
“spindle” (part of the axle) and the hub (tire is mounted to the
hub). These bearings allow the trailer wheels/tires to roll
down the road. The bearings must have the proper amount of
lubricant (wheel bearing grease) and this lubricant 
“cannot” be contaminated. If there is not enough lubricant or
the lubricant is old, the bearings can “heat up” and cause 
a failure. If too much lubricant is used, it can cause the very
seals that hold in the lubricant to “blow out” and over time a
bad seal can allow water and dirt into the hub area and 
contaminant the grease, causing the bearing to fail. If the
bearing fails, the wheel could lock up while traveling down
the road causing damage to the trailer or even an accident.
How does someone “re-pack” the wheel bearings?
It’s really a simple job and gives you the chance to inspect
the brakes (which should be done every year) at the same
time. So, let’s get started. 
1} You must remove the tire from the hub as if, you were
changing the tire. One extra step of safety “needs” to be
done. For safety “always” after removing the tire lower the
trailer down and allow the axle plate (vertical plate behind
the hub that attaches the axle to the trailer) to rest on large
block of wood and/or “jack-stands.” Remember, if you “only”
use a jack for support the trailer, it could slip out from under
the axle plate putting, you at risk of an accident and getting
you or someone else hurt.
2} Remove the “dust cap” (round cap in the center of the hub
that sticks through the center of the wheel) from the center of
the hub. Place a large “flat-edge” screwdriver tip along the
backside “lip” of the “grease cap” then tap the backend of
the screwdriver with a hammer lightly. This will allow the “dust
cap” to be released from the hub. Clean out all the old
grease from inside the cap with clean shop towels.
3} Now it is time to remove the hub. Remove the “cotter pin”
which slides through a small hole at the end of the spindle
then remove the nut and washer from the spindle. Behind the
washer you will find a set of bearings. With your fingers,
remove the bearings. Place the items on a clean shop towel.
Now, with both hands, take the hub off the spindle by pulling
it straight towards you. 

4} With the hub now off the spindle, take a clean shop towel
and wipe the spindle clean of all the old grease. Look over
the spindle for damage, wear and cracks. You should fine a
nice clean smooth finish. Now is also a great time to inspect
your brake system for wear and damage and give them a
good cleaning with a solvent (“Brake Clean” works very well). 
5} Take a clean shop towel and clean all the old grease from
the “front/outer” wheel bearing and front side of the hub.

1} {4

5

{

{

7

{

6
2}

3} 8}

9}

Re-packing Wheel Bearings 
in 9 Easy Steps!
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Art RoadsYard Art

est known for photography and paintings, his art work is published, exhibited and collected 
around the world. 

Michael currently works in large contemporary abstract canvases and can be found painting 
outside his Airstream in driveways, parks and on federal and state lands.

Recently, Michael combined his passion for art and Airstreams. On a visit to Jackson Center he 
casually showed the company the first of his Airstream
art works titled “Caravan Club.” Michael explains,
“they just loved it and wanted to know if I had more!”

“Airstream Inc, has really encouraged me to continue
with my themed art and is collecting all my work for 
display at their corporate headquarters. It’s great to
have my art recognized by one of this country’s best
known icons,” says Michael, proudly.

Regardless of the medium or subject says Michael,
his aim as an artist is to set up an emotional stage 
for the viewer, than let the viewer get involve in the
story. Caravan Club, speaks of the adventure and 
exciting exotic destinations, while paying homage to
the famous Capetown to Cairo Caravan, it also hints 
at one of the artists own recent adventures. 

Michael describes his technique as digital 
colleague, he explains, “I use original and existing 
photographs, artwork and what ever else it takes to get
to where I want to go.” 

Michael’s Airstream art series consists of a limited
edition printing of 200, as well as, reproduction prints
and Airstream Art Tee-shirts. “Airstream dealers and 
collectors have been snapping up the large size limited
editions prints” says Michael, while the smaller 
reproduction prints are both affordable and just the 
right size for hanging in an Airstream.

You can see all 
of Michael’s art at: 
PostCardsFromEarth.com. 

Artist Michael J Depraida lives and works 
on-the-road and off-the-grid.

Artist, Michael J Depraida is a VAC member, who
works out of his 28-foot Classic and 1-ton, 15-foot
diesel box truck. He has been full-timing since 2000.
He is pictured here at the 2007 Burning Man
Airstreamer’s camp – “Burnstream Court” – while
enjoying an afternoon refreshment, dressed in 
memorable vintage regalia!

Bring new life to your camping experience...Pink flamingos are often associated with Airstreams – everything from the classic set of two
pink ones to flamingo-adorned wind catchers and mail boxes. But that is not the only style of decorating that can be done. Few people 
I know show up without setting something outside that makes their camping spot as personalized at their trailer. Here is a brief look at
some of the things that can help create that special place called “Home Away from Home.”

One of my favorite decorations was not a typical decoration at all. Our neighbors, Jim and Nancy, at the 2006 International Rally
in Salem – after rolling out awnings, carpet and chairs – set out live herbs in a flower pot. The smell of fresh basil was in the air. Potted
plants are usually quite easy to transport and can go a long way towards creating a homey feel. 

A simple sunflower or dragonfly stick ornament strategically planted near the awning can help prevent people from walking into the
support bars. Functional as well as feng shui. 

The Vintage theme is always a hit. Mid-Century and modern; sixties flower power; “Seventies” (need I say more...); or early 80s!
These themes can carry on to specialty clothing, cocktails, meals and serving items, as well.

Seasonal and holiday items can be fun, too! Hanging decorations, such as a creepy spider, can catch the late afternoon sun and cast
“spider shadows” on the side of the trailer. Paper bags with cut outs to shine light through can be placed on the ground with a weight
(rocks) and a small light such as a battery powered tea candle and will add a dramatic look.

For nighttime safety outdoor awning lights can bring magic. Try an LED rope light – they can run for hours on a small 12-volt bat-
tery and provide a beacon to help you find your way back home. You can find LED ropelights in various lengths and colors on eBay and
other on-line stores. (Colorful “binder clips” work great for holding lights and other items from the awning).

Let your imagination run wild and decorate the outdoor living space of your trailer! P

Outdoor Deco r a t i on s
Story by Tim Kendziorski

Photos by Tim Kendziorski 

and Kimber Moore
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Members of the VAC are members of the WBCCI that own or admire vintage Airstream trailers. 
Make Checks Payable to the “Vintage Airstream Club.” Send this application along with your dues payment
of $20.00 (US) to: VAC Membership Chairman: Tim Kendziorski (Ken-joor-ski), 21640 Sazarac Rd., 
V C Highlands, NV  89521.

VAC Logo Wear

2007-2008 VAC Representatives and Appointees

VAC Regional Representatives:
(Your best source for local 
VAC information)

Region 1:
ME/NH/VT/MA/RI/CT/
NB/NS/NF/PEI/PQ
Wayne Moore (#15116)
Wam52@prodigy.net
131 Castle Hill Road
Windham, NH  03087
Region 2: 
NY/NJ/PA/MD/DE/DC/ON
Paul Waddell (#1270)
balloon@rideair.com
552 Milldale Hollow Road
Front Royal, VA  22630
Region 3:
VA/NC/SC/GA/FL 
(except  CT Zone)
George D James III (#5324)
348 Iotla St
Franklin, NC 28734
828-524-8081
Region 4:
MI/OH/WV
Kirk Taylor (#6057)
dkirkt2001@yahoo.com
18685 St Rt 33
Wapakoneta, OH 45895-9717
Region 5:
IL/IN/KY
Jeff Elliott (#3132)
jelliott@illmo.com
1331 N 1709th Rd
Streator, IL 61364

Region 6:
TN/AL/MS/AK/LA/FL 
(CT Zone portion)
Herb Spies (#1861)
spies@nwflorida.com
P.O. Box 844
Shalimar, FL 32579

Region 7:
WI/MN/ND/SD/MB
Curt Gunderson (#31920)
curgund@aol.com
88816 Wild Oak Loop
Kerrick, MN 55756

Region 7 Assistant:
Dick Parins, (#2867)
dkparins@ez-net.com
16025 County Road T
Townsend, WI 54175

Region 8:
IA/MO/NE/KS
Martin and Rachel Hughey
(#10212)
rhughey43@kc.rr.com
412 W. Insley Avenue
Bonner Springs, KS  66012

Region 9:
OK/TX (except MT Zone)
Pat McDowell (#1777)
pat_mcdwll@yahoo.com
PO Box 1323
Wimberley, TX 78676
512-922-0283

Region 10:
MT/ID/WA/OR/BC/AB/SK/YK
Steve Laxton (#3957)
dfn30@earthlink.net
9101 Steilacoom Rd. SE #168
Olympia, Washington 98513
360-871-5827

Region 11:
WY/CO/UT/AZ/NM/TX –
(portion in MT)/MEX
Chris Hildenbrand (#5812)
clhildenbrand@comcast.net
8888 W. 38th Avenue
Wheatridge, CO 80033r

Region 12:
CA/NV
Herb Richter (#2672)
superquake@cox.net
1809 Woodbine Place
Oceanside, CA 92054
760-439-9849

Appointed Positions
Colin Hyde (#10247)
Technical Advisor
colin@gsmvehicles.com
23 Club Road Apt #5
Plattsburgh, NY 12903

Herb Spies (#1861)
Concourse d’Elegance Chair
Spies@nwflorida.net
P.O. Box 844
Shalimar, FL 32579

Kimber Moore (#11281)
Vintage Advantage Editor
kimber@archnevada.com 
21640 Sazarac Rd. 
VC Highlands, NV 89521 
Toby Folwick (#2029) -
VAC Webmaster
toby_folwick@yahoo.com 
1060 8th Ave 
Baldwin, WI 54002 
Bob Herman (#8556)
Blue Beret Editor
bobbonherm8556@aol.com 
29129 Johnston Rd # 13-10
Dade City, FL 33523
Fred Coldwell (#1510)
VAC Historian
agrijeep@qwest.net 
2031 Krameria Street,
Denver, CO 80207
Tim Kendziorski (#17330)
Membership Chair
tim@archnevada.com
21640 Sazarac Rd.
VC Highlands, NV 89521
Daisy Welch (#6517) -
Subscription Director
jtdjtd@tiac.net
3212 W. Main St. #117
Rapid City, SD 57702
Bill Kerfoot (#5223) - 
VAC Quartermaster
wkerfoot@socal.rr.com 
1773 Greengrove
Orange, CA 92865

The Vintage Airstream Club now has Baseball caps for $20, Adult t-shirts for $18, children’s t-shirts for $12 and Adult fleece vests
for $45. We also have flags: large ones (3x5) are $60 and a pennant (2x3) is $25. And of course, our new VAC decals are
here – first one free to members – additional ones are $2. Note: all colors are not available in all sizes. (Please contact Bill first for available colors.)

Baseball Cap - Price: $20 (Colors available: Putty, Navy and Light Blue); Size: One size fits most

Color: Quantity: @ $20

Adult T-shirt - Price $18 (Colors available: Pink, Light Gray and Light Blue); Sizes: S, M, L, XL and XXL

Color: Size: Quantity: @ $18

Children’s T-shirt - Price $12 (Colors available: Puty, Navy and Light Blue); Sizes: S, M, L and XL

Color: Size: Quantity: @ $12

Fleece Vest - Price $45 (Colors available: Pink and Light Blue); Sizes: M, L (men’s & women’s) and XL (women’s)

Color: Size: Quantity: @ $45

Large VAC Flag (3x5) - Price $60 Quantity: @ $60

Pennant VAC Flag (2x3) - Price $25 Quantity: @ $25

Sub-Total: $

Shipping - Priority Mail $   4.60

Total enclosed: $

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N
Wally Byam Caravan Club International — Vintage Airstream Club

After receiving your WBCCI Membership Numbers – the “Big Red Numbers,” please fill out this application:

Date: WBCCI No.: New: ●●  / Renew: ●●

Region No.: Unit No. or Name: or Member at Large: ●●

Name:

Mailing Address: 

City:  State:          Zip Code: Country: 

Phone:  E-mail: 

V I N TA G E  T R A I L E R  I N F O R M AT I O N : Year:  Length in feet (bumper to ball): 

Model:  Serial Number:

Yo
u’

re
ne

w
VA

C
M

em
bersh

ip Decal is here: Wear it with
pride!

VAC New LOGO wear for members is here! 

get yours today!

New decal attached if you are a Member!

No decal attached? 
Fill out the form below and...Ordered by:

If you wish to purchase
any of these items,
please use the order
form and send it to: 

Bill Kerfoot 
VAC Quartermaster 
1773 Greengrove
Orange, CA  92865 

or e-mail him at 
wakerfoot@gmail.com
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VAC Logo Wear
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1331 N 1709th Rd
Streator, IL 61364

Region 6:
TN/AL/MS/AK/LA/FL 
(CT Zone portion)
Herb Spies (#1861)
spies@nwflorida.com
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To encourage clubs and rallies that provide an endless source of friendships, 
travel fun and personal expressions. — Wally Byam
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The official newsletter of the Vintage Airstream Club

The VINTAGE AIRSTREAM CLUB is an Intra-club of the Wally Byam Caravan Club International (WBCCI)
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Save the Dates

Vintage Advantage a i r s t r e a m . n e t

Upcoming Events  and Ral l ies

2008 East Coast — VAC Rally
June 19 – 23, 2008 (Thurs., Fri., Sat., and Sun.)
Shenandoah Valley KOA/Staunton, Virginia 
Located off I-81 between I-66 & I-64
SVKOA is the only campground in Virginia with a spectacu-
lar waterfall. Other amenities include: a 6-person, indoor hot
tubs; Free Wi-Fi; river tubing; Wading and trout and bass fishing in
the river or at the lake; Huge pool; Kiddie pool; 18-hole mini-golf;
Game room; 2 playgrounds; Restaurant; Horseshoes; Volleyball;
Nature trails. Be greeted by wildlife – bunnies, squirrels and
ducks. Summer nights: sing Karaoke (Fri.), dance to a DJ (Sat.).
To sign up for the rally you need to call the campground and
make your own reservation. Let them know you are with the
Airstream group. Since their sites range in size, we ask those
of you that have the smaller trailers (16-21') please let them
know (save the longer sites for longer trailers).
We have 48 sites on hold. Each has water/elec ($34–37/
night). They have 12 more sites that have water/elec/sewer
($39–42/night), credit card req’d to hold them. There are
many other sites that can be reserved, as well.
Contact: Shenandoah Valley KOA, 

296 Riner Ln., Verona, VA 24482
Info: 540-248-2746
Reservations: 800-310-2580
svkoa.net

Vintage Airstream Club at Region 8 —
Campaign Antics Rally
April 30 – May 4, 2008
Central KS Fairgrounds/Abilene, Kansas
We will join the other WBCCI Region 8 members at the
“Campaign Antics” Rally in the historical city of Abilene. 
The city of Abilene is a really interesting place to visit with great 
shopping and attractions. Or, ride the trolley and train! Join us for a
VAC Luncheon at the Kirby House on Thursday, May 1. The VAC
Open House will be on Saturday between 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.

We encourage all Airstream vintage owners to come, 
park with the VAC members and have fun and fellowship 
discussing the challenges and solutions to the everlasting
upkeep of our “silver friends.” Arrive with full freshwater tank
and empty black tank and your ”blue boy.”
kansascityunit.wbcci.net/rally-schedule
Contact: Martin and Rachel Hughey

WBCCI # 10212
VAC Region 8 Representative
(913)636-8311
rhughey43@kc.rr.com

V I N T A G E
a d v a n t a g e
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