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Presidents Message

As I assume the helm of the Vintage
Airstream IntraClub during this year I
have found myself reflecting upon
where the VAC has come from and
where it might go in the future. This
year marks the entry of our second
decade of existence and during this
time, the VAC has established itself as
the premier Club for all things vintage
Airstream. We have much to be proud
about such as this wonderful newsletter, which is now actually a magazine,
and the top web site of all Airstreams.
Our Historical committee has
brought rare and hard-to-find manuals
and promotional items onto our web
site as well as an exciting compilation
of past Airstream caravans in faraway
places. We have also seen top notch
Rallies, Rendezvous’ and Gatherings
across the country where the VAC has
attracted national media attention.

Each of these successes is attributable
to the countless volunteers and heartfelt passion for the VAC.
So the question upon us now is,
where do we go from here? This is a
question that the VAC Board, Region
Representatives and volunteers have
been discussing. Many outstanding
issues are being bandied about in an
effort to address the VAC of the future.
I hope to summarize the results of
these discussions in our future issues.
As many of us first gained ownership of our vintage Airstreams, we
viewed it as a canvas for a reconstruction approach. Many have restored
their trailers back to the original conditions while others have gone abstract.
The VAC has long been interested in
polishing and producing museum quality shining rigs. However I have noted
that after several years of “keeping the

shine”, that many VACers have looked
for new ways to enjoy their rigs and
extend their travels. An aspect dear to
me, and to many of those who have
been involved with the VAC for an
extended time, is the promotion and
understanding of “boondocking”. My
definition of boondocking is total selfcontainment but the concept is farther
reaching. Our vintage Airstreams represent one of the finest infrastructures
for going anywhere, going any place
(see the VAC DVD!). Why is this an
attraction and why would one want to
revamp their vintage rig for this type of
abuse? Well the largest attraction is
that it gets us out of the campgrounds,
where we are on top of each other,
and into places where we can have
views and experiences unmatched. The
VAC caravan to Belize was a fantastic
example of this as they camped along-

side ancient ruins and other heavenly
spots. More recently I attended a New
England / WDCU Rally on the coast of
Maine in a private setting right on the
water. The view and experience was
priceless.
So what other opportunities exist for
boondocking? And, how does one
configure their rig for such use? Well
these are questions that we are going
to explore in this issue and future
issues of this magazine. The possibilities for sites and travel are endless but
there is a minimum need for preparation that we should all be aware of.
Among these needs are adequate battery power, water storage and holding
tanks. A past VA article addressed the
selection of batteries (Vol. VI, No. 3,
Spring 1999) but the issues of water,
and how to adapt our vintage rigs to
accommodate it, will be addressed in

this and future issues. We also will discuss the more advanced boondocking
set-ups such as conservation of energy
as well as off-grid generation of energy
through generators, solar panels and
other alternative means.
These articles are going to be in
addition to the fine selection of articles
that Bryan has gathered as he and I
work together to incorporate both. If
anyone has an article of this nature,
such as personal experiences or technical approaches, please send them to
me as I will then work with you for editing before they are sent on to Bryan.
Happy ‘streaming!
Tom Howarth
President, Vintage Airstream Club
2003-2004

PHOTOS : TVINTER
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LETTERS

The Editor’s Desk
Excellent! Another newsletter good to
go, out the door! Good timing too as I
am rejuvenated from returning from two
trailer outings, (one being written about
in this issue on page 28.) and gearing
to sneak out on another trip before
California ices over and dips below 50
degrees. So with gusto and a new VAC
president (new, but familiar to me as he
passed the newsletter torch to me with
Huck Finn like smoothness.)
We have a ton of great material in
this issue as you will see: great articles,
stories and photographs. History, humor,
and new voices. So much material that
a good story by Forrest McClure will
wait til the next issue due to available
space and stories. This is a good thing.
Forrest, prime time next issue. Some
of you may notice our serial, “Retire
to Adventure” is temporarily out of the
mix here. It’s not gone for good though.
It will pick up again when we have
some room. Thank you, thank you for
the submissions.
I can’t tell you how much we need
YOU! Your material. Stories and pictures. No this isn’t the army, but this
newsletter comes to life with your
content. So, when you sitting there
watching the tube like me, watching the
NBA game (like me) or watching that
cooking show (like me), or watching
the queer eyes straightening out the
straight guy (like me) wondering where
the frickin VAC newsletter is, consider
that moment, YOUR moment, YOUR
moment to send ME something good,
real good. Your material gets your issue
number four and I know you like that. So

I ask you one thing. Send it. Don’t worry
that its not good enough. I suspect it is.
I know many people are fascinated
with the epic Cape Town to Cairo
caravan from the late 50’s. The route
is updated in a lively fashion in Paul
Theroux’s “Dark Star Safari”. He is
crumudgenly at times, stranded at
times, literary, entertaining quite often,

Dear,Sir.Bryan Burkhart
This is HIROSHI OKAMOTO
Thank you for sending me all your books and
the kindly gift of all the back “VAC newsletter”
I have got the Parcel in this afternoon.
Also, the newsletter has great contents, it is
very nice and great design and photos!! with
special photos. I will contribute.

Tom Yeager
Hey Tom, send us more! more! more... how did you find it?
Curious minds must know...

I appreciate ,and full of gratitude for your
kindness and friendship. Please,enjoy to see
my funny Airstream life in Japan. I hope to join
with VAC, but I am live in Japan. Can I?

MYSTE RY

TRAILER

All that is know about this trailer is: A) it looks kinda like a you know
what, but it isn’t a Clipper, no windows at either end is unique. It is
carbon dated to 1936. The key hole wall separates the kitchen from
great living room. Richard Mcfarland, seen one like it? Send inquiries
to: trailair@hotmail.com
bigyellowt@yahoo.com

Oh ! I am now enjoying the your vintage
trailer books.
thanks again.
Please,keep in touch!
Best regards,
HIROSHI

most certainly laying down a sobering
look into the social and political chaos
that much of contemporary Africa finds
itself these days. This route has evolved
quite a bit since the late 50’s.

Thanks Hiroshi for sending in your great
material this issue! Yes you can get the
newsletter. All you have to do to get the
newsletter is simple, send in your $20 (maybe
a little more for your far away postage) and
you will get as many newsletters as we make
for a year. Send us more updates with your
future projects.
Bryan Burkhart

PHOTO BY STAN NICHOLSON

>

Until next issue,
drive slowly, appear quickly
Bryan Burkhart

I HAVE TO THANK THE VINTAGE TRAVELLER
FOR THE TOW. THE BUG ? ARE YOU KIDDING ?
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Hello Bryan,
Here are the photos we had discussed. We found our parents
trailer! #5289... Incredible! The trailer had a sign painted on
the back, “We Have Also Visited IRAQ”
Also on the right front painted next to the around the world
countries is: ‘Clearwater 1961, Miami, Auburn, Western
Canada 1962, Miami 1963 and Mexico 1963.

MORE SCOOP, LESS POOP

SUBMISSIONS
I want to invite all readers to send
in letters, stories and photos for
upcoming issues. Our goal is to
have an issue 4 times a year if your
nice = every three months if possible. So lets move forward and leave
only tire tracks behind . . .

LETS GET TECHNICAL!
*(image specs: up to 3 megabits
per image per email message, black
and white, 240 dpi . . . Text: Word
documents, or within the body of
an email.) shoot me a note if you
got a question. Or burn a CD and
mail me your images and text. I
work on a Mac, fyi.
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1954 TO 1957 AIRSTREAM TRAILERS

01. Wally Byam’s 1953-54 HOLIDAY

02. A toilet occupied the front curbside

trailer was a 15’ long canned ham.
NOTE: This is the second in a series of
articles reviewing Airstream trailers by year.
The first article on 1950-1953 Airstreams
appeared in the Second Quarter 2003
issue (Vol. 10., Issue #1) of The Vintage
Advantage.
The 1953-54 Wally Byam “Holiday”
Sports & Travel Trailer
Before reviewing Airstreams, we’ll briefly
look at the earliest postwar “Squarestream”
trailer. While building up Airstream’s Ohio
production and sales during the first two
years, Wally Byam also manufactured a
less expensive trailer under his own name.
Based on small lightweight trailers he saw
in Europe, the Wally Byam “Holiday” was a
15’ flat-sided canned ham style trailer built
only in Ohio and sold during 1953 and
1954. It could sleep five adults. The undercarriage was steel ladder frame construction like the Airstreams. The outside skin
and most structural body members were
riveted aluminum, with a few wood framing
members as necessary. The interior was all
wood, 3 ply 3/16th inch thick Balura or
Birch paneling. Eight Woodlin brand windows provided plenty of light, and one
Hehr no-draft roof vent improved air circulation.
Standard equipment included a four burner
butane stove, oil heater, airplane type toilet,
sink and faucet, 50 lb. ice refrigerator,
dinette, and a bunk bed over a rear double
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by Fred Coldwell

/ VAC Archive Historian

03. The HOLIDAY’s floor plan predates the nearly identical floor plan of Airstream’s 1955-57 Bubble.

corner, unusual for 1954.
bed. The price was $1,395.00 F.O.B.
Jackson Center, Ohio. Optional extra equipment included a marine type flushing toilet,
10 gallon stainless steel water tank and
hand pump, gas light, propane Panel Ray
heater, coil spring mattress, and an Astral
or Silo gas refrigerator.
The efficient Holiday interior layout was carried over into the 1955-57 Bubble, which
was Airstream’s upgraded version of the
Holiday. Although total Holiday production
is unknown, existing Holiday serial number
1094 suggests at least 94 Holiday trailers
were built (assuming serial numbers began
at 1001). Holidays are recognized by and
welcome into the WBCCI and VAC.
1954 Airstream Trailers
Airstream’s 1954 model year began on
November 1, 1953 for California trailers
and at a presently unknown date during
November, 1953 for Ohio trailers. Yet
according to a Pennsylvania dealer’s 1954
retail price list, the 1953 models did not
magically turn into pumpkins on October
31st. The 1953 17’ Globe Trotter, 21’
Flying Cloud, 25’ Cruiser and 29’ Liner
were all available for purchase in early
1954. This shows that prior model year
trailers remained on dealer (and likely factory) lots well into the succeeding model
year, when they were sold, registered and
licensed as 1954 models, all to the confusion of today’s enthusiasts. The leftover

1953 models were priced about $150 less
than their 1954 counterparts.
The 1954 standard model line appeared in
the 1954 catalog and was the same at
each factory: a 18’ Globe Trotter
($2,660.00 suggested retail) a 22’ Flying
Cloud ($3,345.00), a 26’ Cruiser
($4,345.00) and a 30’ tandem axle Liner
($4,945.00). Additional models based on
existing bodies with alternative standard
floor plans were introduced during the year
via single page flyers. Mid-year models
included the 18’ Wanderer, 22’ Panorama,
22’ Safari ($2,995.00), 26’ Romany and
30’ Salon. The new 22’ Safari was an
economy no-modification possible model
for rugged off-the- road touring. It came
complete with an airliner toilet and ice/electric combination refrigerator. It can readily
be identified by its three adjacent street
side windows and open interior. Tall closets
are curb side only.
The major change in 1954 models was a
one foot increase in overall and body
length due to the new sloping rear end, an
Airstream feature that persisted until a new
body shape was introduced in 1969. The
two factories generally used different construction methods for their 1954-1957
sloping rear ends.
Ohio trailers typically had a converging 13
panel rear end cap. Because the rear window sloped slightly outward at it’s bottom,

the upper end panels did not have to curve
in at a full 90 degrees (as on the front end)
to intersect the window. The result is a
slightly shallower curve on the top of the
rear end cap than on the front end cap.
The two lowest rear end cap panels had to
be longer and curve around further to
reach the side of the sloped window, causing the bottom of the lowest side panels to
intersect the window near its bottom corner. The Ohio 13 panel rear end cap thus
had a symmetrically balanced and tightly
drawn tapered appearance that is very
sleek and attractive.
California built trailers generally had a 9
panel rear end cap. The top center panel
increased in width as it descended over
the lower panels until it intersected the top
of the rear window at full width. This rear
cap design is informally (but not in factory
literature) called a “Dutchman”. In the building trades, a “Dutchman” means a piece or
wedge inserted to hide a fault in a badly
made joint or to stop an opening. In theater
jargon, a “Dutchman” is a narrow canvas
strip used to conceal a joint between two
flats. Let’s hope Wally was being more theatrical than constructive when he introduced the 9 panel rear end cap on California trailers. The wedge-shaped center
“5th” panel conceals the hopefully faultless
vertical joint of the other 8 converging end
cap flat panels, hence the “Dutchman”
moniker.

This 9 panel California design also has
been called a “whale’s tail” due to a rough
similarity in profile. Presently there is one
known exception to the California factory’s
seeming exclusive use of 9 panel rear end
caps on all it’s 1954-1957 trailers. The
California built 18’ Wanderer used the
same converging 13 panel rear end found
on all Ohio built Airstreams. The precise
reason for this has been lost to time, but
may arise from Wally’s penchant for
encouraging a friendly rivalry between the
two factories. What better way to illustrate
to Ohio workers the “superior” craftsmanship of their California counterparts than to
have California built a few “better” 13 panel
rear end cap trailers?
The 13 panel front end caps found on
1954-1957 California and Ohio built trailers appear identical. The width of the center “7th” panel’s lower edge was usually
cut to match the distance between the two
vertical supports inside the Hehr standard
windows, thus visually continuing the window into the roof. All 1954-1957 trailers
were 85 inches wide, nicely sized to the
early cars of the 1950s.
Side marker lights were moved from the
ends of the side panels to the sides of the
end panels, where they would no longer
protrude beyond the side of the trailer and
thus be slightly safer from damage. Early
1954 trailers continued to use beehive
marker lights, which were replaced during

the model year by tear drop shaped marker
lights.
Two kinds of front end interior arrangements were standard: a 48” pull-out lounge
bed or 48” fixed dinettes that convert into a
double bed. All mattresses now used
Goodyear airfoam instead of innersprings
over box springs, which were discontinued.
The airfoam was 4-1/2” thick with a 2”
layer of curled rubberized hair on the bottom for air circulation. Airfoam lasted
longer, provided better cushioning and was
200 pounds lighter than spring-built bedding.
Three Zolotone interior colors were offered:
grey, buff and green. Sliding roof locker
doors were made of perforated pegboard
for greater lightness and ventilation, but
hinged wooden doors could be requested.
However, most sliding doors found to date
in 1954 trailers are solid hardboard, not
perforated pegboard, so that standard feature may have been changed soon after the
1954 catalog was printed. Rear bed
options included twin beds, bunk beds, a
crossways double bed or a walk-around
double bed. Venetian blinds were discontinued because customers complained they
were too heavy, chipped the wall paint and
were too hard to clean. Trailer doors were
hinged forward in 1954 to prevent body
damage on accidental opening during travel. But later years soon included suicide
doors, negating this hard 1954 rule.
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19 57 AI R STR EAM TRAI L E R S

and one skylight vent became standard on
all models except the Safari.

Shower, toilet and hot water heaters were
not standard in the 18’ and 22’ models but
could be ordered as extra equipment for
$85.00 (toilet) and $50.00 (110 volt hot
water heater).
The three piece rear window set used in
1953 was discontinued in favor of a single
frame 18” x 40” escape type rear window
and screen, which hinged out together for
use in an emergency. Some trailers still
used the three piece front window set with
one inoperable fixed pane in the center and
two small vertically hinged windows on
each side. Other trailers used a Hehr standard single pane window up front, identical
to the rear. Waste plumbing was now vented to the outside. The vertical mushroom
cap vents above heaters and stove fans
were gradually replaced by low profile, roof
hugging “raised eyebrows” that were first
used on plumbing vents.
Extra cost optional equipment available in
1954 includes three gas refrigerators: a 6
cu. ft. Servel, a 2 cu. ft. Astral, or a inbetween size Silo imported from Germany
that operates on butane or kerosene.
Lighting options were oil lamps, Coleman
white gas lanterns, a Veritas brand butane
lights imported from England, or an efficient florescent light powered by the tow
vehicle’s 6 volt battery. Water options
included a storage tank with hand pump,
an air-pressurized water storage tank, and
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A new “front end” interior layout introduced
on 1954 optional models was promoted as
the hot new floor plan for 1955. The 1954
& 1955 18’ Wanderer, 22’ Safari, 26’
Romany and 30’ Salon all had the kitchen
and bathroom up front. This opened up the
rest of the trailer for a wonderful spacious
feeling. Closets typically were limited to
curbside rear of the door.

09. The 18’ Wanderer offered a toilet and twin beds in an 18’ trailer.

10. The 18’ Wanderer floor plan featured a front galley and toilet.

butane fired water heaters in several types
and sizes. Toilets could be chemical, flushing or a special Byam toilet (details
unknown). Heating options were butane,
oil, coal or wood.

bore a hefty (25% or more) surcharge
over a standard model. That would
soon change.

use of a new Glide-A-Ride swing-up step
which folded up completely inside the
underbelly, leaving nothing protruding to be
bent or scrapped off.

Although 1954 trailers could be built completely self-contained for as little as
$125.00, the absence of a black water
holding tank and on-board battery meant
they were not quite as fully self-contained
as later 1950’s trailers.

The 1955 model year began in November
1954. Overall trailer lengths (18’, 22’, 26’ &
30’) remained the same for 1955. The longitudinal side frame members of the allsteel welded chassis were changed from
4” high “C” channels to 2” x 4” rectangular
welded tubing. This reduced the weight of
these frame members by 25% while
increasing their strength. It also allowed the

Empty shells and non-standard floor plans
were both available, but the latter often

1955 Airstream Trailers
Crank operated windows replaced lever
operated windows on all models except the
Safari. This change enabled the windows
to be opened easier and higher. On almost
all models, windows were changed to a
single pane and enlarged in size, giving
more light, more view and greater ventilation. Fiberglass insulation between the
walls, roof and under the floor was
increased to 2” thick.

The main door was raised 4 inches in
height to reduce stooping when entering
the trailer. All trailers now used six-sided
Bargman No. 9 stop and directional lights,
which had twice the area of the older
Bargman No. 2 rectangular tail lights.
These six sided tail lights were mounted on
the trailer’s rear panel and protruded about
2 inches from the trailer. Inset Bargman No.
11 round tail lights were used later during
1955 the model year. The overhead canopy
type stove exhaust fan attached to the bottom of an overhead cabinet was discontinued in favor of a Strawine exhaust fan
mounted in the side wall. Radio antennas

Standard 1955 models, the 18’ Globe
Trotter, 22’ Flying Cloud and Panorama,
26’ Cruiser and 30’ “Commodore
Vanderbilt” Liner, all had kitchens located
opposite or just rear of the main door.
Though not standard in any 18’ model, a
shower, toilet and hot water were standard
in the 22’ Flying Cloud and Panorama,
the 26’ Cruiser and Romany, and 30’
Liner and Salon.
A new model, the 26’ Cruiser Overlander,
joined the 22’ Safari as an economy nomodification possible model designed for
rugged off-the-road use. The rear bath
allowed the mid-trailer twin beds to be rectangular instead of curved at one end, a
big selling point. The only permissible
extras in the Overlander were a water tank,
hand pump, bunks and gas lights, and the
only option was one of three Zolotone interior colors. An airliner toilet and ice/electric
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combination refrigerator were standard in
the Safari, and a flush toilet was $75.00
extra.

than standard trailers of the same length,
but provided the neatness and perfection
sought by certain customers.

A weather protecting “Sil-Lustre” body finish was standard on all 1955 models
except the Safari. This may have been a
forerunner to Plasticoat.

The 1956 Custom Fleet brochure included
the 22’ Flying Cloud, 26’ Cruiser and 26’
Romany Cruiser, all rear bedroom custom
models with large galleys, raised refrigerators and ample wardrobes. The 22’ Flying
Cloud had a 48” deep cross ways double
bed (twins not available) while the 26’
models offered either a double or twin
beds. The 26’ trailers had “dry floor bathrooms” where the shower was separate
instead of sharing floor space with, and
raining down on, the toilet.

Short trailers floated back onto the scene
during 1955 with the California factory’s
mid-year introduction of the 16’ Bubble. It
was advertised as a fine lightweight trailer
for 2 person extended trips or for weekend
get-aways. I see it as Airstream’s version of
the low-cost Wally Byam “Holiday” trailer
that was dropped in late 1954; the floor
plans are nearly identical. Except for sink
and sewer water, the Bubble was mostly
self-contained, with its own lights, heat,
potable water, kitchen and marine toilet
with no holding tank. Typical layout was toilet curb side to the right of the door and
the kitchen galley curb side to the left. An
ice box fit under the front window, followed
by a dinette along the front street side wall.
Rear of the dinette was a closet, then a
48” wide bed ran across the rear of the
trailer. The Bubble weighed 1750 pounds
with 180 pounds on the hitch.
The tall cylindric Panel Ray butane heater
from the early 1950’s continued to be used
in the 16’ Bubble (due to lack of wall
space) and in the 22’ Safari (due to it’s
open floor plan). But by 1955, this floor
mounted round heater had been replaced
in most trailers by a less obtrusive wallmounted model, the partially recessed, tall
rectangular Day and Night butane heater.
Most trailers all had a vertical wall just aft
of the door where the Day and Night was
installed. The few trailers with no wall next
to the door used a street side wall for the
built-in Day and Night butane heater.
1955 optional extra equipment was nearly
identical to 1954 extra equipment.
Noteworthy new options include a Davis
combination 1 cu.-ft. refrigerator with a
butane 4-burner plate integrated into the
top, and an electric 110 volt generator
capable of powering an electric refrigerator,
110 volt lights, and other household
appliances.
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11. Note the lowest rivets on the rear end cap are even with the rivets along the side,
indicating this trailer has the 13 panel rear end cap used by the Ohio factory.

13.These Hehr “standard” aluminum windows have a single vertical brace.
Larger Hehr standard windows have two vertical braces.

Two brand new “built-for-two” Ohio
Custom Fleet models appeared in the
1956, the 22’ Falcon and 26’ Sunset
Drifter. Designed for two people only, they
provided roominess by eliminating the rear
bed. At night, the living room davenport
(hide-a-bed) folded out into an extra large
56” x 78” double bed. This arrangement
permitted more large living room windows,
a large galley, a full width rear bathroom,
and a huge living room for spacious long
range cruising.

12. Floor plans for the 1954 22’ Flying Cloud show a toilet and shower.
1956 Airstream Trailers
The 1956 model year began in October
1955 for California and in November 1955
for Ohio. The California 1956 standard
trailer line was identical to 1955: the 16’
Bubble, 22’ Flying Cloud, 26’ Overlander
and 30’ Liner. Apparently there was nothing new for 1956 from the California factory.
The Ohio factory divided 1956 production
into two major lines, standard model trailers
named the Cruising Fleet and custom
model trailers called the Custom Fleet.
Standard models kept Airstreams afford-

able while custom models continued the
early days practice of building each trailer
to a particular customer’s specific order.
For do-it-yourselfers, Airstream sold empty
shells having only 6 or 12 volt DC exterior
lights, 110 volt AC interior pig tail wires,
interior walls in one of 3 Zolotone colors,
and linoleum on the floor. Shells were available in 16’ ($1,237.00 retail), 22’
($2,330.00), 26’ ($2,620.00) and 30’
($3,465.00).
The Cruising Fleet consists of standard
models that combined the newest developments with the most popular features of
past custom models. Few optional extras

14. The 26’ Romany Cruiser has a divan opposite a coffee table and folding table
in this most unusual layout.
keep standardization high and prices low.
Ohio’s 1956 Cruising Fleet includes the
16’ Bubble (or Caravel per some factory
price lists and industry reports), 18’ Globe
Trotter, 22’ Caravanner Twin, 22’
Caravanner Double, 22’ Safari, 26’ Cruiser,
26’ Overlander, and 30’ Sovereign of the
Road (the former Liner).
The 16’ Caravel and the 22’ Caravanners
were the economy models; only minor
modifications were allowed. The 22’
Caravanner had fixed rear twin beds or
a rear street side double bed, along with
stacked (over/under) street side windows
in the front living area, a feature occasional-

ly found on the 18’ trailers, too. The noneconomy 22’ Safari, 26’ Overlander and
30’ Sovereign of the Road had many more
available options, and could be customized
at a 10% surcharge.
The Ohio Custom Fleet was for discerning
travel trailerites who demanded individuality
and something different. Radical changes
from standard design were available in custom built trailers. Airstream would listen to
customer desires, help get their ideas on
paper, offer suggestions (to be taken or
not), then assign it’s best men to build the
trailer. Custom trailers took longer to build
and were more considerably expensive

Optional equipment could make all but the
economy model trailers completely selfcontained, but such trailers were quite rare.
Most toilets, for example, still emptied into
a covered “honey bucket” or a “gopher
hole” dug by the owner. Retrofitting a
black water tank today can be a challenge.
Although butane heaters and lamps were
common in 1956, most hot water heaters
were 110 volts AC, not conducive to
boondocking. Battery operated lights
typically were limited to one overhead lamp
connected to the tow vehicle battery for
short term use while stopped along the
road at night.
1957 Airstream Trailers
The 1957 model year began in October,
1956 for California production and in
November 1956 for Ohio production.
California models remained the same as in
1956: the 16’ Bubble, 22’ Flying Cloud,
26’ Overlander and 30’ Sovereign of the
Road. 1957 was the last year for 13 panel
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17.The 22’ Falcon, designed for two,
has a full width rear dry bathroom and
a front davenport that folds out into
a double bed.

dard model again. During the model year,
Ohio replaced the twin and double bed
Caravanners with a new Caravanner models “D” and “S”.

15. The 30’ Salon Liner has six bunched windows in two rows center street
side on it’s body, quite unusual.

The 1957 Ohio standard Cruising Fleet
model line up included the 18’ footer
(Globe Trotter, Wanderer and unnamed),
22’ Caravanners and 22’ Flying Cloud, 26’
Overlander and 30’ Sovereign of the Road.
The 18’ Wanderer and 22’ Caravanner D
were non-modification economy models
with limited optional extra equipment available. The 22’ Caravanner “S”, 22’ Flying
Cloud, 26’ Overlander and 30” Sovereign
of the Road could have their floor plans
customized at a 10% surcharge and had
plenty of optional extra equipment available.
Custom trailers were available but I don’t
have any information on them.

18.The 26’ Sunset Drifter is a longer version
of the 22’ Falcon, with a street side writing desk and more storage.

Trailer interiors remained birch or similar
wood in a semigloss finish, Zolotone paint
on the walls, Formica counter tops, folding
table tops and shower stalls, and linoleum
tiles on the floor. Standard equipment in
most models longer than 18’ included a
marine type flushing toilet without a holding
tank, Marvel combination ice/electric refrigerator, butane heater, butane stove & over,
and an electric water heater. Gauchos and
folding tables that could be also be taken
outside for “picnics” seem to far outnumber
front dinettes up front. Permanent single or
double beds occupied the rear. Most bathrooms now featured separate shower areas
away from the toilet (a “dry” bathroom).

16. The 30’ Salon Liner is a longer version of the 26’ Romany Cruiser, but
unlike the Romany has a separate stove and refrigerator.
front and 9 panel rear “whale tale” end
caps on California trailers. The seven panel
stretch-formed front and rear end caps
were introduced during the 1957 model
year. One reason for this change was to
distinguish Airstream trailers from its competition. Other aluminum trailer manufacturers such as Avion, Silver Streak and
Streamline also used numerous flat panels
to construct their end caps. It was not a
proprietary manufacturing process, so most
aluminum trailers appeared similar from
either end.
To keep his trailers distinctive and to pre-
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vent others from copying his latest innovations, Wally introduced proprietary stretchformed end cap panels made by stretching
large aluminum sheets into a compound
curve that could not be duplicated by
bending flat panels. Reducing the number
of end panels also reduced the number of
seams and the labor necessary to rivet
them together into a tighter assembly.
As usual, Ohio’s model year changes were
more complex than California’s. Ohio
dropped the 16’ Bubble (with one known
exception), discontinued the 22’ Safari, and
made the 22’ Flying Cloud a “new” stan-

Optional extra equipment available on many
models included an air pressure water system, septic tank, 2.8 or 3.9 cubic foot
butane refrigerator, double gas tanks, gas
lamps, bunk bed, bunk mattress, additional
dome lights and ceiling fans, Bowen gas
water heater and inverter, and upgraded 8ply tires and puncture proof tubes. Tandem
axles were optional on the 26’ Overlander
for $198.00. Carrier air conditioning cost
$325.00. A Duo-Therm heater, two tube
Panel Ray heaters and thermostats were
heating extras. Spare wheels, tires, tubes
and flap were offered, as was a TV jack.
Ohio trailers also gave up their 13 panel
front and rear end cap construction,
replaced during 1957 by 7 panel front and

rear end caps, same as California. Teardrop
marker lights, Bargman No. 11 recessed or
Signal-Stat recessed tail lights, Hehr standard windows with individual drip rails, and
storage compartment doors (usually adjacent to the bed) were the major exterior
features. Some living room windows had
large fixed panes with a small casement
window beneath, providing a great view but
minimum ventilation. Split ring truck wheels
and 700-15 6 ply tires were standard on
most trailers.
Caravanning really took off during the years
1954 to 1957, and the nimble trailers man-

ufactured during those years undoubtedly
contributed to that growing phenomenon.
In fact, the Wally Byam Caravan Club was
organized in the summer of 1955 during
the Eastern Canada Caravan. So it should
come as no surprise that two “Caravanner”
models appeared in 1956. They might be
considered the very first commemorative
Airstream trailers.
Next time we’ll review 1958 to 1960
Airstreams. I’ll end here with a few lists.

(NEXT PAGE)
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Common characteristics of
1953-1957 Airstream trailers
13 panel front end caps front of trailer below
end cap is vertical 13 panel rear end caps Ohio
trailers mostly 9 panel “whale tail” rear end caps
Calif. trailers only, but Calif. built 18’ Wanderer
had 13 panel Ohio rear end cap. rear end of
trailer sloped outward from roof to floor. Hehr
standard windows with 1 or 2 vertical slats
inside glass Hehr 14” square no draft roof vents.

CHARACTERISTICS VARYING BY YEAR:
1953
SIDE MAKER LIGHTS BEEHIVE OR TEARDROP WAIST HIGH
ON END CAPS.

1954-1957
SIDE MARKER LIGHTS ALL TEARDROPS WAIST HIGH ON END CAPS.
EARLY HEATER VENT MUSHROOM CAPS GAVE WAY TO EYEBROWS.

1954
TAIL LIGHTS ARE PROTRUDING

BARGMAN #9 HEX SHAPED LIGHTS.

1955-1957
TAIL LIGHTS ARE

BARGMAN #11 OR SIGNAL STAT 4”DIAMETER

RECESSED ROUND LIGHTS.

1954
WINDOWS OPERATED WITH PUSH-OUT PULL-IN LEVERS.

1955-1957
WINDOWS OPERATED WITH GEAR DRIVE CRANKS EXCEPT THE LOW
COST

22’ SAFARI WHICH KEPT LEVERS.

1954
LADDER FRAME SIDE RAILS BUILT WITH

“C” CHANNEL.

1955-1957
LADDER FRAME SIDE RAILS BUILT WITH

2”X4”

RECTANGULAR WELDED TUBING.

19. The 22’ Safari can be identified by its three adjacent street side
windows and open interior.

20. The 1955 30’ Commodore Vanderbilt introduced large fixed pane
TRAILER MODELS BY YEAR AND FACTORY:

windows above much smaller operable casement windows.

21. The 1956 22’ Caravanner added a
fourth street side window at the front
below the three windows used on the
22’ Safari.

22.The 1956 Caravanner floor plan
featured a center galley.

16’ B UBBLE 1955 TO 1957 CALIF, 1956 & 1957 OHIO
16’ CARAVEL - 1956 BOTH FACTORIES (PER PRICE LISTS)

22’ CARAVANNER - OHIO ONLY 1956 & 1957, HAD 4 STREET
SIDE WINDOWS, 3 SIDE-BY-SIDE IN A ROW AND A 4TH UNDERNEATH.
22’ PANORAMA - 1955 OHIO ONLY

26’ CRUISER “OVERLANDER” - 1955-1956 OHIO
26’ OVERLANDER - 1957 BOTH FACTORIES
30’ LINER - 1954 BOTH FACTORIES

18’ THE WANDERER - 1954 & 1955 BOTH FACTORIES.
22’ FALCON - 1955 OHIO ONLY, CUSTOM TRAILER BUILT

30’ SALON LINER - 1954 OHIO ONLY

18’ G LOBE TROTTER - 1954 TO 1957 BOTH FACTORIES.
25’ CRUISER - EARLY 1954 ONLY, BOTH FACTORIES

30’ COMMODORE VANDERBILT - 1955 ONLY, BOTH FACTORIES

18’ U NNAMED - BOTH FACTORIES 1954 TO 1957
26’ CRUISER - LATE 1954 AND 1955, BOTH FACTORIES

30’ SOVEREIGN OF THE ROAD -1956 TO 1957, BOTH FACTORIES.

22’ FLYING CLOUD - 1954 TO 1957 BOTH FACTORIES
26’ ROMANY CRUISER - 1954 - 1955 OHIO ONLY
22’ SAFARI - 1954 TO 1956 OHIO ONLY, 3 STREET SIDE
WINDOWS.

26’ S UNSET DRIFTER - 1955 OHIO ONLY CUSTOM TRAILER
2

BUILT FOR

23. The 9 panel “whale tail” rear end used
by the California plant from 1954 to
1957 is reminiscent of the stripped
modernism of the 1930’s: a balanced,
symmetrical, monumental capped rectangle anchors the clean, smooth,
curved transition from the tubular main
body that is highlighted with pearls of
rivets. Photo by Robert Allen.

24. Viewed from above, the 9 panel rear
end cap is a beautiful work of machine
art. Photo by Robert Allen.
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When we first obtained our 1967
Safari, I read in the owners book that
one could open the black water valve
and store a limited amount of wash
water in the black tank. We had no
idea how limited that was until we
were in a park that allowed no water
on the ground. We were backed up on
the first night with gray water coming
back into the shower. So I had to
come up with a better solution. I had a
neighbor that has a store of junk and
ideas and he suggested that we put
the 20 gallon gas tank from his old
Cadillac under the back and hang it
from the axle.
Well it looked possible as the filler for
Cadillac tanks on the 1980 to 1985
models goes straight in from the
license plate, as opposed to being on
an angle. So I took it apart and
removed the fuel pump and made a
plug for the hole. I put an angle iron
between the axle mounts and across
the frame farther back, and using the
original straps, I hung the tank much
as it was on the car. To get the water
into the tank, I cut the drain pipe where
I could place a “T” fitting into it, and
then using a shop vacuum hose to
adapt to 1” abs pipe, I wound it down
through a hole in the floor and out
under the trailer to the tank. Now when
we use water, the pipe fills up and
overflows to the gas tank instead of
the shower.
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We have used this setup for three
years now and have not had a problem
with the tank hitting anything as it is
very flat and is not even visible unless I
point it out. I try not to travel very far
when the tank is full but have on occasion when I forget to empty it.
We have found this a great way to
make the trailer more useful, as we like
the challenge of boondocking when we
travel but also like to shower when we
stay at Walmart.
Water management when traveling
There should be water in the fresh
water tank as it even helps with pulling
the trailer since the weight helps keep
it from swaying. Make sure the tap is
closed from the street fill line so that
water is not splashed out of the fill line
when the pump is turned on. Also
close the tap that is used for filling the
fresh water tank, if you have one.
Travel with the hot water tank empty
and bypassed if possible, so as not to
have the weight bouncing on the frame
at the back of the trailer.
Turn on the pump and if the taps are
closed and the hot water is bypassed
it will come up to pressure and shut off
right away. If it keeps running and you
know that the tank is full then it will be
trying to fill the hot water tank if it’s not
bypassed or it will be dumping water
outside if the street filling tap is not
closed or it will be putting the water
back into the tank if the tank filling tap
is not closed. If it comes up to pressure and shuts off then you have use

of the cold water taps. If you want hot
water then open the hot water bypass
and let the pump fill the hot water tank.
One must keep a hot water tap open
so that the air gets out of the tank.
After the tank is full then light the gas.
Sometimes we have used the kettle on
the stove for a small amount of hot
water. When leaving the trailer, make
sure the pump is off, so that it doesn’t
run all day and run down your battery if
the tank goes dry. I empty the hot tank
if it was filled to keep the weight off
the back.
The toilet drain valve should always be
closed even when hooked up in a park.
It dumps better when close to full, and
will last for a week without dumping, if
there is a shut off on the toilet water.
Use the shower head for flushing or
use a container to get water from the
sink. Don’t travel with water in the toilet bowl as it often splashes out.
If stopped with no hookups and you
are not able to let the gray water out
then open the toilet dump valve but
keep the outer cap on. This lets the
gray water go into the black water
tank, but remember that it only holds
about 11 gallons so don’t overfill it.
There are dump sites in many highway
rest areas as well as state welcome
centers. Many other dump stations
may be also be found at truck stops as
well as public and commercial parks
that let you dump for small fee.
We also carry a five gallon water can
to fill the water tank when we find
drinking water.
Doug Rowbottom, #3327

*

*

The drain for the tank is just a brass
hose fitting soldered into a low spot on
the tank. I use a 3’ length of hose connected to the fitting and can empty
into a bucket or through another hose
into a sewer hole.

Someone pointed out
that the text on the trailer, ‘ MEXICO 1956’
was older than they thought the trailer was . . .
the trailer a 1957'. . .

*

HOLDING TANK

TRAVE L L E R?

**

Water Management for
Boondocking Adventures & Travel

TIME

FORREST BONE
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www.mobilivre.org

interested in donating a tow vehicle? contact email: info@mobilivre.org
article by Susan Carpenter / sent in by Robert Stephan

A

AND

TRAILERS

RELIABLE

TOW

AND

A

QUEST

VEHICLE

CANADA project MOB ILIVR E-B OOKMOB ILE project PO Box 42062 Montreal, Que, H2W 2T3
U.S. project MOB ILIVR E-B OOKMOB ILE project c/o Space 1026, 1026 Arch Street Philadelphia PA 19107
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LETTE RS: H I R O S H I O K AM OTO, TR AI LE R T YC O O N I N TO KYO

The vintage trailer is the
dreamy time machine for
new generations.

All photos by www.airstreamcafe.jp joining smokers with style, hence the smokers trailer.

Hiroshi, Thanks for sending in your material
to the VAC newsletter. We always need stories
and pictures into each others Airstream life.
Hiroshi and I have corresponded on and off
for months sending package, emails and
attachments. The following pages are the
greatest hits of Hiroshi and Kanna Okamoto’s
Airstream vida loca, (crazy life) in text
and pictures..

Dear, Sir. Bryan Burkhart.
Hiroshi Okamoto here. I am full of gratitude in
communication with you. Your book, “Airstream,
the history of the land yacht” is the Bible in the
world, Japan too. It is great dream of communication with the real airstream people.
You know, actually, There are only few people
who knows the Airstream like us in Japan. I can
say more, Nobody knows how great one in the
world, Airstream is. Especially vintage, vintage is
more worthy. Why? I used to love airplanes since
my infant days. My father was a pilot of maritime
defense air force of Japan. Because I lived in the
air force bases many city in japan. Like a
VAGABOND, Haha!!!

You are a graphic designer? Me too! I am one !!
A graphic designer on a mac. My main business
is the design of graphics and short movies for
business presentation. Airstream company must
love your designs for them! I have used mac
computer from 1994. Please allow me to tell you
about myself too. I was born in 1964, now married (my wife's name Kanna) 1994. No kids. yet.

There, around American aircraft’s which had
beautiful shape and room of Aluminum “alcoa”.
Scrap aircraft’s is the favorite toy for kid’s of
pilots in the Base area. The most expensive toy in
the world! Hahaa!

I think the Vintage Trailer is a great NEW ITEM in
this new century. Not only airstream but also vintage trailers ... Shasta, Avion etc....

Actual size toy is Texan or Gramman S2F and
lockheed P2V etc. Kids used to play REAL “simulation” by real planes on the JUNK parking lot.

Because, The vintage trailer is the dreamy time
machine for new generations. They don't know
the real trailers! The one which was borne in 50's
60's and 70's. In Baby boomer, They can see
something like a “a dear feeling to them”

I remember that smell and interior design which
is “image of any TV drama or movie”. I mean, kids
act the hero every time” Airstream? have just my
dreaming “streamlined” image of just like a nest.
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By the way, In japanese traffic roads, you can not
see a travel trailer by tow. Almost all auto camper
use boxy mini trucks by ISUZU or Mitsubishi
which has plastic box room.

But God gave me some idea maybe. Go to the
street by rolling airstreamcafe! First image was
mobile Design studio in town. That day, I went to
the Camping Car shop in Yokohama, the largest
shop in japan. And then, I saw the Argosy and
Heimer which was made in Germany. They sat by
side each other, so I could perfectly compare the
design spirits of both. It was clearly different. And
I was falling in LOVE with the Airstream.
In mid city Tokyo, real estate is very very expensive. There are many problems in Japan. Of
course, it is small country, you know. But the
population is half of USA. Did you know that??
Starbucks is not bad, people are satisfied with
that little bit of luxury time.
I think my Cafe is a small unusual atmosphere in
city and street. Cafe is just a little escape from
urban life which is tired. So, my image is to fit the
Airstream and urban city. Oh! But did I tell you? I
started to sell Vintage trailers to customers in the

Cafe, I meet many kinds of people who want
Vintage Airstreams.

BAMBI, they were astonished by my trailer, like
something from space!

Thank you for your friendship and the packages.
Best regards,

The young guys never know the vintage trailers,
But their sense will starting to feel “something
new” NOW. I drove in mid-tokyo with my 1962

By the way you live in S.F.,
e-mail is amazing,
And I am happy.

HIROSHI and KANNA OKAMOTO

EMAIL: INFO@AIRSTREAMCAFE.JP
VISIT MY WEBSITE! www.airstreamcafe.jp
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WAGON

WHEELS

CARAVAN

2003

I drove in mid-tokyo with my 1962
BAMBI, they were astonished by my
trailer, like something from space!
Rolling in my Benzo, like Lorenzo.

Oh! One Question May I?

My Flying cloud,1953 has one fluorescent lamp, yes a vintage one.
It has one pin terminal in both side of lamp...It is old standard,isn't it?
I want to buy the bulb of lamp. Is it available??? in US?
I can’t find it in Japan....
Let me know your advice! If anyone can help me with this request,
please email me at: info@airstreamcafe.jp

Vintage owners in the New England
area were excited and anxious last
summer as they had been looking forward to having the 2003 WBCCI
International in their own back yard.
This also gave us New Englanders a
chance to show our visitors around our
neck of the woods. Tom Howarth, VAC
First Vice President and now
President, had mentioned at the 2002
Washington DC Units’ Outer Banks
Rally that he was leading the 2003
VAC Wagon Wheels caravan through
New England and that the caravan
filled up just about overnight. Vintage
owners from North, South, East and
West, from near and far, jumped at the
chance to tour New England in the
jolly company of the VAC.
We met in Middletown Rhode Island,

Dear, Sir. Bryan Burkhart
Hiroshi here.

Tent campers . . . They just don’t know...

Here these pics is Shinjuku city in Tokyo
One of the most famous “young casual Fashion
Brand's shop building” where the Bambi Cafe
on the Roof, you can see, 240 pixels, heavy Mail
Data. haha!

Caravan Participants

Tom, Benjamin, Samuel & Colin
HOWARTH, #6490
Middletown, RI & Washington, DC
VAC 1st Vice-President (2002-3)

on June 15th in a grassy field surrounded by high hedges of rose bushes. Let me say here that we will not
talk about the weather which resembled a bad week in April, except to add
that the pitter patter of rain on the roof
of an Airstream is a lovely sound.
Twenty silver ships ranging in age from
Bud Cooper’s 1948 to Nolan Vogt’s
1978 looked splendid as they parked
side by side. So many of these trailers
were SO SHINEY that I needed two
cups of coffee before I dared go out
side to face the blinding reflections!
There were many outstanding tow
cars: Jim and Lynn Foster’s December
2002 Trailer Life covergirl 1947 Ford
in tangerine, Stuart Natof’s 1948 sunshine yellow Cadillac, Hunt Jones’
1955 Chevy Pick up in aqua and
white. Rick Davis and Daisy Welch tied
Rick DAVIS & Carol DEATON, #1602
Jamestown, TN
VAC President (2002-3)

for the largest and noisiest diesel
trucks. Tom Howarth had a ringer, as
Missy, his well traveled 1953 Flying
Cloud, had a bent frame so he came in
Princess, which is his 1994 Classic
Airstream motorhome. Also known as
the boy magnet. Every time we
stopped, the three Howarth boys, Ben,
Sam and Colin, would magically attract
all the other boys in the campground.
Maybe it was the Playstation 2?
We hit the supermarkets for munchies
for our daily happy hour and marshmallows for campfires. Well maybe some
liquid refreshments too, and settled in.
We went on a perfect twilight dinner
cruise on the “Madeleine”, a two-masted 72-ft schooner sailing out of
Newport, RI. Passed two previous

Bob & Bonnie HERMAN, #8556
Brooksville, FL
VAC 2nd Vice-President (2002-3)

Herbert & Faye SPIVEY, #6074
Baldwyn, MS VAC Concours d’Elegance
Steward (2001-2003)

Airstream mobile home, this is the most reliable way to get it going!
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America’s Cup 12-m boats, the
Courageous and the Endeavor, as well
as lots of other yachts during our tour
of Narragansett Bay. Jim Foster took
the wheel for a bit, and the kids played
down below. For many, this was the
highlight of the trip. The wind filled the
sails, the sun stayed out, boats were
racing with their spinnakers flying, and
there we were dancing through the
water with only the sighing of the
waves and the creak of the
stays…New England at its finest.
After touring Newport’s shops and
“cottages,” we had a RI style clam boil.
Some folks were not familiar with
boiled bivalves but gave it a try and
enjoyed the Portugese sausages and
red potatoes that were cooked with
them. The locals got extra steamed
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clams. Nothing better than a meal that
gets melted butter on your chin! Yum!
For our next stop we moved on to the
Bourne Recreation Area on the banks
of the Cape Cod Canal, which was
shady and sandy with a good view
of the canal. Some folks explored
the Cape with stops in Hyannis and
even Providencetown. On a different
day, we drove to Wood’s Hole for a
lecture tour of the Marine Biological
Laboratories and the National Fisheries
Aquarium. Keeping to the ocean oriented theme of the trip, we got to pat
starfish and sea urchins and horseshoe
crabs, and learned a lot of salty stuff.
On to Salisbury Beach on the North
Shore of Massachusetts, right on the
mouth of the Merrimack river; even

sandier and wide open with great
ocean views and lots of boats fishing
and coming and going on the river.
This was a great chance to fish, but it
was too cold for swimming. Great
walks on the beach, and side trips to
nearby harbor towns. We had a group
salmon dinner arranged by Bob
Herman and led by Bonnie Herman.
Later that evening, we were treated
to a graduate level slide show presentation on the history of American
diners by Hunt Jones (because they
are shiny too!).
From Salisbury Beach, we moved on
into Moore country (New Hampshire,
home of Wayne and Linda) where we
boondocked in the grassy parking lot
under the pines at the Museum of
Family Camping grounds in

Allenstown, NH. This small volunteer
museum has a well traveled 1953
Flying Cloud among its collection and
this brought out the VACers with
Richard Rodrigues providing window
sealer gasket and leading the Vintage
fix it crew to redoing all of the trailers
existing original and well worn gaskets.
We were parked in the woods close
together across from the museum
boondocking in true VAC style. What a
glorious sight as we sat among the tall
pines. And we had a campfire holding
our umbrellas. VAC members don’t let
anything stop the fun.
Our last stop was the Desert of Maine
Campground, in Freeport Maine (which
road was that again?). It’s a real desert
caused by bad farming that exposed
the glacial silt under the depleted top-

soil. We took a trolley tour of the
desert, and did intensive shopping in
Freeport. I heard we nearly cleaned out
L.L.Bean’s bargain store!
Our final night was a lobster dinner at
the Muddy Rudder restaurant; Lobster
and clams and corn on the cob for all.
Tom presented Linda Moore with a
gorgeous nickel plated camping
lantern for all her invaluable assistance.
The rest of us take turns being out to
lunch, but Linda keeps us together.
A grand finale to a great tour of the
New England coast, and on to the
International! Many thanks Tom and
Linda, and everyone, actually. We
had a terrific wagon master, a terrific
quartermaster, and every “wagon”
helped out.

The next day, we left together for
Essex Junction, Vermont. While this
was not actually part of the caravan, at
the high school parking lot we met up
with another 30 vintage Airstreams.
We boondocked that night and the
next day, VAC President Rick Davis
paraded us into the show grounds with
flags flying. What a sight! All traffic
stopped with cameras flashing everywhere as 50 VACers arrived in style.
If you haven’t been on a VAC caravan
or rally, you are missing out on way too
much fun, good company, good food
and a chance to talk trailer speak ‘til
you’re thirsty.
Daisy Welsh, #6517

Noland & Barbara VOGT, #447
Merlin, OR
Past VAC President (2001-2)
VAC Charter MemberForrest & Jerri-Ann

BONE, #9712
Bradenton, FL & Deerborne, MI
Past VAC President (1998-99)
VAC Charter Member

Wayne & Linda MOORE, #15116
Windham, NH
VAC 3rd Vice-President (2002-3)
VAC Treasurer

Don & J’Nann GRAYSON, #2758
Indianapolis, IN
VAC Charter Member

Hunt & Sue JONES, #6506
Mountain Lakes, NJ

Stuart & Margaret NATOF, #2307
Derwood, MD

Bud & Bettye COOPER, #26019
Rockford, MI
VAC Founder
Past VAC President (93-4)

Richard & Shirley RODRIGUES, #13213
Mariposa, CA

Paul & Mary DRAG, #4556
Arnold, CA

Bert & Dot KALET, #6957
Winston-Salem, NC
VAC Charter Member

John & Esther DONA, #5071
Getzville, NY

Tommy & Kathy GREEN, #5350
Oceanside, CA

Ray & Margaret BURKE, #1190
Kernersville, NC
VAC Charter Member

Bob & Bev CHAPMAN, #3140
Carleton Place, ONTARIO

Jim & Lynn FOSTER, #6620
Walnut Grove, CA

Daisy WELSH, #6517
Lincoln, MA
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North Africa and back in 5 days
Randys new old gem is good to go !

Pam Leggett

Another vintage wood and aluminum combo turning heads

I got my eyes on this Citroen . . . Viva la France!

Pauls new ride even looks good in black and white.

Great cabana / tow car and trailer combo.

tion. A long line of picnic tables, covered with everyone’s table cloths and
lanterns, and flanked by our trailers,
formed our dining area for the evening.

Wind and Trailwind, the “51” Cruisette,
to the “75” Ambassador, not a dog in
the bunch. Sprinkled about were a few
vintage tow vehicles to add to the vintage atmosphere. Hey, who brought

ALL PHOTOS BY STAN NICHOLSON

**

*

managed by the University of
California, Davis as a research and
teaching laboratory. Situated along the
San Andreas Fault, Bodega Bay
exhibits dramatic rock contrasts across
the fault zone suggesting south to
north movement of over a thousand
miles for the westerly zone. That, took
a long time. The lab continues to study
wild salmon feed and habitat restoration, rockfish restoration and equally as
interesting, commercial lobster farming.
Thanks Chris Dewees for setting this
up for us.

Ahh. I think the gods were with us.
Blessed with spectacular weather, the
California wine country warmly welcomed Vintage Airstreamers to the
Russian River for our Fall Rally. Sixty
four trailers strong, the one hundred
thirty two Airstream trailerites gathered
as a community of old friends and new
acquaintances to swap stories and
lies, trade adventures, sing songs,
learn a few things about the ocean and
its inhabitants, enjoy good food and
wine, and, absorb the rural flavor of
Northern California. Sited under the
trees at Casini Ranch, we became a * * * * * * * * * *
There’s more to a winery tour than simvillage for a brief moment.
sniffing, swirling and sipping. Held
*A short
* * *drive
* *down
* *the* coast brought a ply
at Sonoma Cutrer Vineyards, we disgroup of us to the Bodega Marine Lab, covered the contributions soil, water
Natures alarm clock. Daylight savings not a problem here.

Trailer chronies

Vintage aluminum. Vintage wood.

Beautiful Westcraft tow combo. You should see the inside...
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and weather make to the character of
the grape and the attention to detail in
processing, fermentation and aging
that add to the quality and complexity
of the wine. The harvest having just
been completed, we toured the bowels
of the underground cellars, the aroma
of fermenting juice in oak barrels teasing our senses. Soon we were sniffing,
swirling and sipping some of
California’s best Chardonnays.

* *Always
* * a* hit,
* *the*Saturday
* * “Open

the old Citroen?

one, to celebrate our time together.

*At* first
* *Sunday
* * *light,
* *that* distant place
called, for many of us are gypsies at
the core, and the road is a tonic as
vital to our well being as water. We
wished everyone well, and said our
“good byes” and “see ya down the
road”. And soon, the sites were all
vacant, the avenues quiet, the community dispersed, the village was gone,
but somewhere in our hearts, I think
we all said, “let’s do that again”.

absolutely no planning went into the
menu for Friday night’s potluck. And it
worked. Everyone was asked to bring
whatever they wanted, and yep, there
were hors d’oeuvres, salads, entrees
and desserts and in the right propor-

House” appealed to everyone as they
checked out the interiors, some glitzy,
some period, some themed, and some
very original, and what a great representation of SOB’s to compare with.
Oh, those all wood interiors of the
Vagabond, Westcraft, Travelese, and
Little Ceaser. Do they take you back to
your childhood or what? And Vince’s
1936 Masterbuilt “Roadhouse”. Way
before my childhood. Truly, this was a
great representation of well cared for
vintage trailers, from the “48” Wee

No longer concern yourself with that semi-way with this bad boy...

Airstreams original competition: 1936 Masterbuilt.

If only we had a piano... hey we do!

Tom Reeds unbelievable hand built Airstream.

Selective polishing gets the right message out.

Dave and Linda Viale's tropical setting.

Follow that trailer! Golden Gate Bridge heading north.

* As
* *good
* *fortune
* * *would
* * have it,

* To
* say
* *the* Saturday
* * * *night
* dinner was
the highlight of the rally would be an
understatement. Based on a North
African “Capetown to Cairo” theme,
Lorin and her group of volunteers
decorated the hall in fall colors and
put together a stunning meal of
Moroccan stews and cous cous,
bringing out flavors uncommon to our
normal palette. A toast was in order to
our hosts, Lorin Dewees and Tom
Toedter. The tribe had gathered as

A vintage traveler
head to toe / 24/7/365
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Enough about trailers,
lets talk about the food!
Without a doubt, one of my favorite things
about trailer travel is the food. Not just the
food itself but the how and where of its preparation and consumption. Once the trailer
awning is lowered, the folding chairs set out,
the coals stoked, and the cocktails poured,
then I know I’m ready to fully embrace my
surroundings and enjoy the experience.
And the next morning? Walking out into
he sunlight, warming my hands on one of the
kooky little coffee cups we got after touring
the Lighthouse at Big Sur (the sky turns from
dark to light when the coffee is poured in!)...
perfection.
Bryan and I tend to shop for a family of ten
when we take the trailer out (though it’s just
the two of us and our food-scrap aficionado,

Wally the Cairn terrier) and though I always
marvel at the feasts we produce, we never
scale back on the next trip to the grocery
store. Perhaps buying so much food gives us
the illusion that we are escaping the rigors of
city life for a few more days than we’d actually
planned? Who knows? It doesn’t matter
because in the end, the leftovers are always
fantastic.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
We didn’t do much cooking on our last trip to
Casini Ranch because there was an embarrassment of riches already on tap. The potluck
on Friday evening was undeniably terrific, with
everything from jambalaya to to caprese salad
to chocolate chip cookies represented but it

was Saturday evenings North African feast
orchestrated by Lorin Dewees that set a new
standard for the trailer feast. Not only was the
exquisite meal of lamb tangine, spiced couscous, North African chicken, three salads and
a traditional harissa hot sauce worthy of any
San Francisco-restaurant dining experience,
it brought to mind associations of that most
quintessential of trailer adventures, Wally
Byam’s famous Capetown to Cairo trip in
1959. If only those fearless travelers could
have eaten so well!
Lorin has graciously shared her recipes with
us and you will find them printed below.
Bon Appetit!

Allison Arieff
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North African Feast

Lamb Tagine
(For 6 to 8 people)

North African Chicken
(serves 6 to 8 people)

1 cup dried prunes soaked in 1/2 cup
boiling water for 30 minutes
16 chicken thighs (or use 2 whole
cut-up chickens)
salt and pepper and cumin (to rub
into chicken)
1/4 cup olive oil
2 onions, thinly sliced
5 garlic cloves, minced
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1/4 teaspoon saffron threads, crumbled
2 whole(3” long) cinnamon sticks
2 cups homemade or canned chicken
broth
3 cups diced tomatoes (fresh or
canned)
1 cup chopped parsley
1 cup chopped cilantro
1 to 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 & 1/2 pounds peeled and cubed
butternut squash (or pumpkin)
a few dashes Tabasco (to taste)

While the prunes are soaking, combine salt, pepper and cumin and rub the chicken pieces.
Brown the chicken in olive oil without crowding until golden brown on both sides.
Transfer to a side dish and set aside.
Place the sliced onions, garlic, cumin, saffron and cinnamon sticks into the pan the chicken
was browned in and stir, scraping up any browned bits. Sauté, stirring until the onions are
limp, about 5 minutes.
Add the chicken broth, the prunes and their soaking liquid, the tomatoes, 1/2 of the parsley
and 1/2 of the cilantro and the lemon juice.
Return the chicken pieces and their accumulated juices to the pan and bring to a boil.
Simmer, partially covered for 20 minutes, skimming any fat as it rises. Add the cubed
squash, being sure to submerge it in the liquid. After 20 more minutes, test for doneness.
Remove the chicken and squash to a side dish and reserve.
Return the sauce to a boil, stirring, and reduce by one half until a sauce consistency.
This will take about 15 minutes.
Return the chicken to the sauce, keeping the squash separate.
You can now cool and then refrigerate the stew until ready to serve.
Gently reheat and add the squash pieces at the end just to heat through. Sprinkle with
the reserved 1/2 cup cilantro and the 1/2 cup parsley.

4 pounds boneless lamb shoulder,
trimmed of excess fat and cut into
2” chunks
2 peeled onions, thinly sliced
5 minced garlic cloves
1 tablespoon paprika
1 tablespoon ground cumin
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground tumeric
1 tablespoon minced fresh ginger
1/2 teaspoon cayenne
1/2 teaspoon cardamom
3 cups home-made or canned
chicken broth
1 (14.5 ounce) can diced tomatoes
2 tablespoons tomato paste
salt and pepper to taste

Dry the lamb chunks with paper towels and brown evenly in hot oil using a large sauté’
pan being careful not to crowd it. As it browns, remove the lamb with a slotted spoon
to an ovenproof casserole. When all the lamb is evenly browned, pour out any excess oil
from the sauté pan and sauté the sliced onions and minced garlic cloves until limp,
about 5 minutes.
Combine the dry spices and add to the onion, garlic mixture, sautéing until fragrant
(about 5 more minutes)
Add the chicken broth, tomatoes and tomato paste, stir and bring to a boil.
Pour this mixture over the lamb in the casserole, cover and bake in a 350 degree oven
for 2 to 3 hours or until very tender.
Remove from the oven and strain off the sauce.
Chill the sauce until the fat congeals and remove the layer of fat.
Reheat the sauce, reducing for intensity, if desired, and add the lamb.
This should be made a few days in advance as the flavors will continue to develop.
When ready to serve, finish with the cilantro, olives and pomegranate seeds.
Serve with couscous (recipe next page).

finish with:
1/2 cup pitted kalamata olives
1/2 cup chopped cilantro
1/3 cup pomegranate seeds

Taste for salt and pepper and add the Tabasco to taste.
If desired, sprinkle with toasted sesame seeds and/or pomegranate seeds.
Serve with couscous.
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VAC R EG ION R E PR ESE NTATIVES

North African Feast

(CONTINUED)

Want to get in touch with VAC region representatives to see what they got going on?
Do you want to organize a rally? Well here is the list of your region representatives
to get it going. You never know when you’ll be a thousand miles from nowhere and
Fluffy Couscous
(serves 6 to 8 people)

want to find an Airstream caravan...

Start the couscous 10 minutes
before serving.

Place the couscous in a large bowl and add the oil or butter, rubbing with your hands
to coat the individual grains. This will make a fluffier couscous.

4 cups couscous
4 tablespoons olive oil or melted butter

Bring the chicken broth to a boil and pour over the couscous, stirring gently to mix well.
Cover tightly and let stand for 5 minutes.

4 cups canned or homemade
chicken broth
salt and pepper

Uncover and fluff with a large fork or a spoon.
Taste and add salt and pepper as needed.
Stir in the currants, pineuts and mint and serve immediately.

1/2 cup currants
1/4 cup toasted pine nuts
2 tablespoons minced fresh mint

Whisk together the orange zest, orange and lemon juices, honey and coriander,
then slowly pour in the oil while whisking and add salt and pepper to taste.

3

Bert Kalet #6957
3132Gladstone Street S.W.
Winston Salem, NC 27104
dkalet@juno.com
4

MI-OH-WV

To serve:
Toss the lettuce with some of the vinaigrette to coat the leaves.
Drain the onion slices and add to lettuce along with the orange segments, olives
and feta.
Serve as a refreshing salad alongside the lamb tagine and the North African
chicken stew.

Scott Scheuermann #13497
363 Baldwin Drive
Berea,OH 44107-2623

s.l.scheuermann@att.net
REGION

5

IL-IN-KY

Gary Salmon #7959
1510 S. Pointe Drive
Rantoul, Il 61866
gsalmon@uiuc.edu
6
TN-AL-MS-AK-LA-FL (CT ZONE PORTION)
John Dustin #3728
505 N. Airport Road
Jasper, AL 35504
jofd@earthlink.net
REGION

Carrot Salad with Rosewater

Fresh Tomato Salad

Harissa (a traditional hot sauce)

Grate 8 carrots into a bowl

Dice 4 ripe tomatoes and place
in strainer
Sprinkle with salt and lightly toss,
allowing them to drain for 30
minutes.

2 ounces dried ancho chilies, deseeded,
rinsed and broken into 2” pieces.

Place the drained tomatoes in a bowl
and add:
1/2 cup finely chopped parsley
1 finely minced jalapeno pepper
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 & 1/2 tablespoons olive oil
salt and pepper to taste

Serve as a side dish at room
temperature.

REGION

7

WI-MN-ND-SD-MB

Ed Emerick #4425
838 E. Eldorado Street
Appleton, WI 54911
eemer59728@aol.com
REGION 8
IA-MO-NE-KS

Dan Zile #9068
1517 Ponderosa Ct
Wentzville, Mo. 63385
ars9068@aol.com
REGION 9
OK-TX (except MT

*

ZONE)

Bud Cooper #26019
1401 S. Cage Blvd. #600 Pharr, TX 78577
RUC00p@aol.com
R E G I O N 10
MT-ID-WA-OR-BC-AB-SK-YK

Steve Laxton (PRIMARY)
2835 SE Lewellyn Ave
Troutdale, OR 97060
dfn30@earthlink.net
R E G I O N 11

Sue Pfeffer (BACK UP)
14561se 187th Ave
Clackamas, OR 97015
sgladinpdx@aol.com

WY-CO-UT-AZ-NM-TX (portion in MT)-MEX

Randy Unter #4991
2400 Sims St.
Lakewood, CO 80215
runter@earthlink.net
303.237.0629
R E G I O N 12

*

*

CALIFORNIA-NV

Don and Joyce Alexander #1920
donjoy.alexander@att.net
3710 Rudrick Drive
Jamul, CA 91935

Soak the pieces in hot water 20
minutes or until soft.
Remove the chilies, reserving the
soaking water.
Blend the chilies in a blender or a food
processor with:
1/3 cup of the reserved water
3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon paprika
1 teaspoon cayenne
1 teaspoon ground coriander
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
dash of black pepper
Blend or process until smooth, adding
more water if needed.

This can be made up to 2 weeks in
advance keeping it refrigerated.
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2

Walt Sandy #4159
1157 Rt.40
Pilesgrove, NJ 08098
swsandy@mindspring.com

REGION

Two Moroccan Side Salads and a Traditional Hot Sauce
(For 6 to 8 people)

Adjust according to your own taste.
Chill and serve as a side dish.

REGION

VA-NC-SC-GA-FL (exp. CT ZONE PORTION)
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Add:
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon granulated sugar
1 tablespoon rosewater
dash of salt

Bard Fuller #5406
36 Panorama Drive
Southington, CT 06489
BardFuller@aol.com

REGION

Butter Lettuce Salad with
Oranges and Olives
(serves 6 to 8 people)

Vinaigrette
1 tablespoon grated orange zest
1/4 cup fresh orange juice
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon honey
1 teaspoon ground coriander
1 cup extra light olive oil or canola oil
salt and pepper to taste

1

NY-NJ-PA-MD-DE-DC-ON
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Salad
2 heads butter lettuce, washed, dried
and torn
2 Spanish onions, thinly sliced and
soaked in cold water to take way
bitterness.
2 oranges, sliced into segment,
avoiding the white membranes
1/2 cup Kalamata olives, pitted
1 cup feta cheese, crumbled

REGION

ME-NH-VT-MA-RI-CT-NB-NS-NF-PEI-PQ

center-pole and by extending to ahead of the

1.5 MILES OUTSIDE JACKSON HOLE, WYOMING. LONG TIME AGO
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My wife Sandie and I have found bargains all over the country, but especially at city, town, village, community
and county parks. If you ever decide to
follow the Oregon Trail from beginning
to end, you’ll stumble onto dozens of
them. We’ve stayed at each of the
freebies along the Oregon Trail during
the last four years. We also learned
there are free campgrounds along
other Trails, i.e. Lewis & Clark, Sante
Fe, California, etc. Many of the free city
parks are full service - even with public
showers and bathrooms; some have a
central water faucet and dump station,
while others have merely a safe place
to park. We’ve stayed in city parks
across the street from the town hall
and rural parks where no one was
within miles of us but the stars seemed
close enough to touch.
In Nebraska, we purchased a camping
permit which paid for itself many times
over. Our average cost per night was
less than $1 and we usually stayed in
a campground with a water faucet and
a dump station.
Keep in mind that many RVers are not
interested in anything but full service
campgrounds. As a result, they’re not
looking for anything less than that. One
of the things that we learned long ago
was to seek out other boondockers
when we wanted real answers about
off the beaten track places to stay.
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As for businesses, we’ve found the
word “campground” usually translates
into a safe place to park where there
are no facilities. Some of the places
we’ve tracked down were too far off
the beaten path and we never
returned. I’ll mention them as examples
in hopes you’ll keep an open mind
instead of leaping to conclusions
based on a few bad experiences.
Here are some examples of possible
boondocking sites:

1

A logging company in Maine used
to let RVers park where they were not
felling trees. Those areas were so far
out in nowheresville, that we never got
enthusiastic about it, plus they weren’t
near kayaking places we liked.

2

A propane company’s switching
site near Albany, NY used to let RVers
park overnight in the public picnic area
- on weekends. Some years it was
okay, other years it wasn’t. The guard
on duty decided. Maybe we didn’t give
him enough cookies the last time our
group stayed there.

3

Power and Light Companies
throughout the United States offer free
or low cost camping near their distribution stations. There is an inexpensive
book that lists these sites which is
available through the federal government’s Superintendent of Documents.
Without the book, these sites can
often be found by following the power
lines and using a detailed map showing lakes and dams.

We’ve seen RVers parked in back
of a museum in larger cities (even Key
West). The Pima Air Museum in
Tucson is another. When we see RVs
parked in non-traditional places, my
curiosity gets the better of me and
strangers get a friendly, unexpected
visit.

5

We have asked for and obtained
permission to park overnight at all
kinds of restaurants and fuel stations in
the USA, Canada and deep into old
Mexico and along the Baja. Some
restaurants openly target their invitation to Airstreamers to stop for the
night, i.e. Malta, NY, and to come in for
breakfast each morning.

6

We have stayed overnight at ferry
crossing parking lots up and down the
coast. A slightly different place is the
island parking lot at the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge Tunnel in Virginia. They
have an 18-hour parking limit for fishermen and anyone can be considered a
fisherman.

7

In most states there are National
Forest Campgrounds (NFCG) which
don’t charge anything. These are easy
to locate on a AAA map and undoubtedly, the Superintendent of Documents
has a listing of them although it may
take some digging to get the correct
title. We’ve stayed at NFCGs in
Florida and the Carolinas. Sometimes
they are less than a block from a US
highway, but more often, they are in a
real forest. The only way to know is to
visit them.

8

The most primitive Army Corps of
Engineers (COE) Campgrounds are
usually free. We’ve found when there
are several COE CGs in a geographic
area, one of them will be free.
Camping World has a book ($15) listing all 900+ of these CGs.

There are 16 free unimproved
campsites in the Adirondack
Mountains near Lake Clear off of Rt-3.
Their only marking is a small sign on a
tree near each campsite. That was the
only information we were told when we
first started looking. We went down
every single dirt side road off Rt-3 and
finally found them. I mention this only
because one can often find places like
these which are casually mentioned
only in passing but one can usually
find similar campsites in every state.

10

We’ve parked at fairgrounds and
fish camps all around the country.
Fairgrounds sometimes charge a fee
for full hookups. There used to be a
booklet listing them. Many fairgrounds
are not listed in the booklet and don’t
charge a fee. There’s another booklet
listing fairgrounds on the rodeo circuit
where camping is listed as an option.
There’s a County Fish Camp near
Tallahassee, FL which is free and has
flush toilets, but when raining I won’t
chance getting stuck in the mud.
One time in Montana on our way back
from Alaska, we pulled into a fairground and found a group of teenager
boys hooting it up around the picnic
tables. They told us that RVers often
parked there and they’d be leaving
shortly. It was a pleasant and quiet
night for us as even the local cop welcomed us. He was father to one of the
teenagers who told him we were there.

11

Another often overlooked option
is to stay at campgrounds which normally charge a fee, but only charge
during the season. We’ve stayed for
free at COE CGs during the weeks
just after and just before the season.

12

We’ve had our share of working
as a volunteer in exchange for a campsite. Typically, the volunteer part is 4
hours a day for 5 days a week. In our
opinion, that’s an expensive campsite
when my hourly wage is calculated UNLESS we have a VERY BIG reason
for needing to stay in that particular
geographic area.

13

Hikers and Kayakers know
about campgrounds that are not listed
in any commercial directory. As an
Adirondack 46er, I’ve stayed at each
of the Adirondack Mountain Club
campgrounds. One of them is designed
for RVers.

14

Astronomy Clubs have favorite
places for star gazing. A casual reading
of any Astronomy magazine invariably
shows a gathering place used by a
local group. If there’s a tent, then I look
for a small motor home or travel trailer.
A picture is worth a thousand words.
Magazine Editors have always replied
to me when I’ve asked for the exact
place the picture was taken.

15

We’ve stayed at casino campgrounds in the southwest where they
don’t charge a dime for full hookups.
Of course they expect we’ll spend our
money in the casino and buy food in
their restaurant. Some casinos require
that we obtain a parking permit (free)
to use their campground. Then, we get
junk mail for a year. Other casinos
could care less - and still others will
charge $5 for a full hookup site (but
the meals are at give away prices).
Go figure.

16

We’ve stayed on Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) property in Why,
Arizona. We’ve never stayed on BLM
land where they provided a dump station and dumpster. To stay in those
areas, there is a $25 annual permit. In
Why, there is a village park that charges
a nominal fee to use the dump station.
RVers routinely refill their water tanks
there or at the local gas station faucet
located away from the station itself.
These few recollections are only a
smattering of what’s commonly available to folks who pay even the slightest
attention to alternative options. Once
into the lifestyle, they are everywhere -

BUT ONLY if an open mind is maintained and we don’t get bent out of
shape by a few of the inevitable snags.
To my way of thinking, attitude is the
key to enjoying the lifestyle and finding
a bit of adventure in boondocking.
Although Sandie and I have a good
time with the uncertainty that goes
with not knowing how we’ll figure
things out or where we’ll stay the next
night - we aren’t reckless and we try
not to do dumb things. After all, we
aren’t spring chickens and we carry
our own electric wheel chair with us.
For example, we’ll make reservations
during peak season in Florida when we
want to be at specific places at a specific time. In contrast, when it’s not
peak season and we’re not in a densely populated part of the continent,
there are more options and opportunities to experience unpredictable situations and challenge our creativity.
That’s when our enthusiasm for figuring things out on the fly is given free
rein. On more than one occasion during the course of a courtesy parking
visit, the host family will share their list
of campground gems not found in any
directory.
My suggestion is to have fun, stay
sharp, think smart and don’t restrict
your thinking to “same old, same old.”
Life’s an adventure to be lived with
gusto and enthusiasm. We welcome
comments or follow up questions.
Please feel free to use our email
address tylerbears@airstream.net
or our postal address as found in the
WBCCI directory.

Terry & Sandie Tyler,
#6477

37

LI N
ETT
EE
RR
NS
AT I O N A L R A L LY P I C T O R I A L

J U S T O U T S I D E B U R L I N G T O N , V E R M O N T, 2 0 0 3

PHOTOS : TVINTER

38

39

COOP’S CORNER

image?

BathroomsAfter several serious in-house discussions with Bettye Cooper who is Chair-woman of the
In-house Policy Committee, I have decided that it is OK to voice my opinions on the following subject.
It was Wally himself who in 1955 took a chance and forged ahead with bathrooms in trailers. Prior to that, a body of ill-conceived laws made it illegal to have a toilet in a trailer.
There was little discussion, he just went ahead and did it. Now, one would think that this
emancipation of the trailering public would leave them disinterested in what the rest of the
world did about bathrooms. But such is not the case, because some law of nature causes any
empty holding tank to gradually become full. So, while stopped for whatever reason, one
tends to use the facilities provided.
This is where the crunch begins, because I will be forced to shake hands with half the
population of United States in the process of opening the door(s). Once inside, I may have
to open from one to three more doors. Wherever possible I will butt them aside with my hip
or even my foot.
I need say no more. Fortunately, doorknob phobia is not a prison offense. Why have the
great thinkers of this nation not solved such a grass-roots sanitation problem. Can this be
less important than the hole in the ozone-layer?
At this point the chair-person and I briefly discussed hand washing (We both think the
automatic hand washers are great.) but when it came to baby-changing tables in men’s
rooms she hit me with a grand-slam. Remember, we are not talking now about only the trailering public; this is everybody. Just imagine a father traveling alone in a car with a radically
wet baby. Without a changing station this could be a first class crisis.
The Inter national of 2003.
The latest international rally held at Essex Junction, Vermont, revealed a more mature
Vintage Club. Does mature mean old, wrinkled, and feeble? No, definitely not. The club,
which by cautious steps nursed to life a robust interest in restoring cast-off Airstreams, has
proven its worth. It is now taken for granted that it (we) will continue to produce admirable
examples of trailers looking as though they were born yesterday. But restorers will not stop
there, they will not be content till they produce examples that even the factory will admire
and perhaps, some day, copy.
For one thing, polishing has passed into a new realm. The shiny trailer of yesterday just
isn’t satisfying any more. The objective today is a trailer so brilliant that the surface looks
fluid. In truth, the surface cannot be seen. Only an overall gleam is seen, the surface itself
has disappeared.
This is not the result of great new discoveries, but is more the application of known principles until a reality, that was formerly dreamed of but seldom achieved, became routine. The
secret is to use a succession of polishing abrasives starting with coarse, and ending with
extremely fine. Stick, paste, and cream compounds work. Even 2000 grit paper has been
used. The buffing wheel itself can be on edge or flat. In general, it could be said that the
principles which produced the best industrial finishes in the past, have been utilized. Time
and perseverance have made the difference. An elegant polish is not created in an instant.
A count made in one unit showed that about 250 persons attended the open-house in
Essex Junction, Vermont..
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What are the specifications of an average restorer? Please withdraw the question, Sir.
There is no average, only individuals, and they come in all types, sexes, experience, and
objectives. This is as it should be.
Is there a drift? Are certain types producing the major successes? Gee, I hope not. The
field at present remains open to all types with a variety of wins for different reasons.

*

Is there a clear change? Perhaps, but this will surprise you. Listen to my story.
A gentleman came to explore Mrs. Cooper‚s trailer. He sat and talked about restoration
and it’s various problems. Finally, he changed the subject. He explained that he came from
a far different field, he was a micro-biologist, and his field of specialty was the growing of
small animals under perfectly sterile conditions. Even their digestive tracts contained no
micro-organisms.
“Impossible!, I responded in fun. “Ah, but it is possible! he retorted without anger.
“I grew them by the dozens, even hundreds, for long periods of study. I have a PhD, and
have written many papers, you know.!
I was pleased that this man, who obviously had a great intellect, found something attractive about restoring boring Airstream castoffs.
Later, a younger gentleman came in for the usual tour. He reviewed our photographs,
looked over the scratches, dents, and signs of abuse. He was amused by the shotgun hole,
the navel, and other signs of it’s past life. Then he turned the focus on the possible restoration of dented panels using techniques far more sophisticated than those in common use
today. He quizzed me on the metallurgy of the aluminum in use in 1948. I obliged, but apologized for the brevity of my answer. He then explained that he had a Ph.D. in metallurgy.

*
*
*

*
* * *

(Whew! Glad I didn’t just invent an answer.)

* * *

So, what did you conclude, Mr. Cooper?

*

I was reassured. Of course we will continue to attract members with unusual skills, decorators, teachers, engineers, mechanics and crafts-persons of all types, professional people, and lovers of trailers in general. But, it is comforting to know that we can draw at least
a few from the highest reaches of scholarship.
Coop

*

*
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OLD AIRSTREAM CARAVAN FILMS NOW AVAILABLE
ON DVD
The Vintage Airstream Club is proud to announce the release of nine old
Airstream trailer caravan movies on a two disc DVD set. You no longer have
to buy and restore a vintage 16mm. film projector to enjoy the exciting caravans of yesteryear. The title, year made, and running time in (minutes:seconds) for each color movie in this DVD set is:
1. Building Dreams is our Business (1968) (19:02)
2. Mexico Caravan (1956) (23:33)
3. Capetown to Cairo (1959-60) (47:57)
4. Around the World Caravan, S.E. Asia (1963-64) (23:07)
5. Around the World Caravan, India Part I (1963-64) (22:44)
6. Around the World Caravan, India Part II (1963-64)(23:00)
7. Around the World Caravan, Middle East (1963-64) (23:16)
8. Around the World Caravan, Europe (1963-64) (23:29), and
9. Guatemala (1966) (24:53).

The newest book by the team of Bryan
Burkhart (Editor of the VAC’s Vintage
Advantage magazine), Phil Noyes and
Allison Arieff, is a beautiful pictorial book
with the imagery and feel of early travel
book, with period color and black-andwhite images culled from public archives
and the private collections of passionate
trailerites that documents the evolution
of the travel trailer. Available on the VAC
website, and your bookstore...
160 PAGES, TONS OF PICTURES
www.airstream.net/reading.html

Experience first hand 3 hours and 51 minutes of trailer travel in the “old
days” as Wally Byam and his adventuresome band of Caravanners conquer
the world in their gutsy Airstreams. Narration by Jose Ferrer, Vincent Price
and Ricardo Montablan complete the period touch that whisks you back to
the Golden Years of caravanning. All movies are in color, but due to the inexpensive original master film stock used movies 3 to 8 above, their color has
shifted to magenta (but you will enjoy them nonetheless).

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE VINTAGE ADVANTAGE

The two disc DVD set is available in the USA for $40.00 plus $2.00 for first
class postage and packaging. Please mail a check or money order for
$42.00 payable to the “Vintage Airstream Club” to:

Commercial Advertiser must be a VAC Member Please submit your ad with ($25) payment to:

Wayne Moore
PO Box 4173
Windham, NH 03087
Or, contact me by email at wam52@airstream.net Payment MUST accompany the ads to be considered for publication.

Linda Moore
VAC Treasurer
131 Castle Hill Road
P.O. Box 4173
Windham, NH 03087

Upon approval, ads will then be forwarded onto the Editor.
(COMMERCIAL AD GUIDELINES)
1 Only advertisements deemed of direct interest to the VAC membership shall be accepted.
2. All commercial advertisements in the VAC cost $25 per 1/8 page size per issue, $50 for 1/4 page ad.
3. Commercial ads will be placed only in the classified advertisement section of the VA.
4. Commercial Advertiser must be a VAC Member. 5. WBCCI members receive 20% discounted rate
Ad sizes available: 1/8 page: 2.5x4.25 / horizontal 1/4 page: 2.5x8.5 / horizontal 1/4 page: 5x4.25 / vertical

along with your name and mailing address, and the DVD set will be mailed
to you. We have experienced some problems getting older Toshiba brand
computers to play similar DVD discs, but otherwise they seem to play well
on most every DVD player or DVD drive equipped computer.

THE AIRSTREAM TRAVEL JOURNAL
Spiral-bound: 128 pages 5 x 6.5 inches
Spiral edition (August 2002) under $12
search word: see more, do more, live more

If you have a technical question on the DVD, please contact Daron Wanberg
at 303.989.4557 or e-mail him at jeepswanberg@quest.net. If you have a
question concerning payment, please contact Linda Moore by e-mail at
MooreLinda@airstream.net or by regular mail at her address above.

*A must have!
Siskal and Roeper
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The stamped aluminum cover contains plenty
of blank lined pages for travel notes, a section
for places you have seen, people you met, and
a reading list. The journal fits in your pocket
and is packed with vintage Airstream spot art,
interspersed with photos of Airstreams taken
from around the world. Built to be used with
timeless good looks. Buy it through the VAC
website: www.airstream.net/reading.html
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