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949 677 7512 

Dal Smilie 

dalsmilie@aol.co, 

406 461 3714 

June 17-29, 

2018 

Bend Classic 

Bend, Oregon 

Contact— Dal Smilie 

dalsmilie@aol.com 
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The Caravan will encourage strumming & picking along the way. It begins in 

Baker City Oregon & ends at the VAC Rendezvous 2 days before the Vintage 

Parade on Sat, 23 June.  
Starting in  NE  Oregon for 2 days at Mt View RV Park in Baker City, 

(Wally  Byam's birth place) visiting Wally's Museum & the Oregon 

Trail  Museum. We travel through fields & canyons of wheat & ranch land to 

the Fossil Beds NM, on to the Wilson Guest Ranch for a BBQ & cowboy mu-

sic staying the night. Next, down to the Columbia to Hood River, camping at 

the Western Antique Aeroplane & Automobile Museum. Going south from 

there by way of Timberline Lodge on Mt Hood, to Bend for 2 days at the  
J-Bar-J Ranch for the Bend Classic VAC Music Rally, which will be open to 

VAC & all WBCCI camping & local non camping toe tappers & pickers. 

Starting the second segment in Bend with an open house & BBQ at 

Flytcamp, we drive to Crescent Lake Hoodoo USFS Group Campground that 

brings us to the Free Emigrant Road leading to Eugene. Going North again 

into the Cascade Range through Westfir,  we stay at Belknap Hot Springs Re-

sort on the McKenzie River before our last days drive into Salem to meet up 

with the VAC Rendezvous at Heritage Power Land in Brooks Oregon. The 

Caravan is in 2 segments:  Baker City to Bend (June 13-17),  Bend to Salem 

(June 18-22). Both segments together have priority. Maximum number of rigs 

on the Caravan is 15. Sign up is in order of a $200.00 deposit, refunda-

ble before 1 March & applied to the Caravan kitty of $470.00  per rig, due 1 

April. Kitty Fee is $270.00 for camping & $200.00 for 3 camp meals & 3 ca-

tered meals. 
Caravan Leaders: Questions to: Paul Drag, 

...pdrag1933@gmail.com....tel 949 6777512 
Dal Smilie, Dal...dalsmile@aol.com.....tel 406 4613714 
Send checks to: Shirley Bollinger...P.O Box 99, Sutter Creek, Ca 95685 

Shirley....moondogranch@me.com  

mailto:pdrag1933@gmail.com
mailto:dalsmile@aol.com
mailto:dalsmile@aol.com
mailto:moondogranch@me.com


      If you have a vintage 

Airstream, Argosy, Byam 

Holiday or Curtis Wright, please join us at Powerland Her-

itage Park (antiquepowerland.com) June 20-23, 

2018.  We will be dry camped behind the Northwest Vin-

tage Car & Motorcycle Museum on Powerlands 

grounds.  Follow the signs or look for shiny aluminum 

  

While it is dry camping, there are two bathhouses on the 

property with showers and toilets as well as porta pot-

ties.  Cost is $25 per night plus an an initial $15 entry to 

the park with unlimited egress and ingress during the 

Rendezvous.  There is a dump station at the Pilot station 

just down the road so pump before you come!  There will be a commemorative VAC 

Rendezvous sticker and window placard. 

  

The Early Day Gas Engine & Tractor Association Swap Meet is held on the grounds 

at the same time.  So with 14 museums on the property, a working trolley, miniature 

trains and more, it is an action packed location.  Entry to the museums is included in 

your one-time $15 fee. 

  

VAC will be celebrating its 25th Anniversary and the Summer Solstice so expect to 

have fun.  This is the endpoint for the VAC Caravan and the staging point for the po-

lice escorted VAC parade into the WBCCI International Rally 8 miles away on June 

23.  The Bend Classic will end in time for attendees to make it the 115 miles to the 

grounds. 

  

Expect to see the earliest (masonite sided!) Airstream, the 1936 Silver Cloud.  It is 

the oldest factory produced Airstream and was on the road and camping before Doc 

Holman's 1935 Torpedo (built from plans).  Expect to see the oldest known Curtis 

Wright and one or more "Around the World Caravan" trailers.  A gathering of 50 year 

old 1968 Airstreams is being planned, so bring yours.  And attend whether or not 

you are able to attend the WBCCI International Rally! 

  

±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ !ƛǊǎǘǊŜŀƳ /ƭǳō wŜƴŘŜȊǾƻǳǎ 

tƻǿŜǊƭŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tŀǊƪΣ .ǊƻƻƪǎΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ 

Chuck and Toni Miltenberger like to show their 1936 Airstream Silver 

Cloud with their 1937 Chrysler Airflow together.   

http://antiquepowerland.com
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Special invite to Airstreamers on their way to the 61st 
International Rally, especially pickers, singers and toe 
tappers. 
 
     The Vintage Airstream Club invites, not only VAC 
members, but all other WBCCI members to stop by 
the Bend Classic Rally June 17-20, only 107 miles from 
Salem 

     This rally especially invites all pickers and 
singers of acoustic roots music.  We welcome 
anything that sounds good around a (propane) 
campfire.  Toe tappers are invited also. 
    There is a BBQ hosted by Flytecamp and the 
$25 per night rally fee proceeds to charity: con-
tact Dal Smilie at dalsmilie@aol.com.  J Bar J 
Boy's Ranch, 62895 Hamby Rd, Bend OR.  Most-
ly dry camping, only 3 miles from the center of 
Bend 



tŀƎŜ п 

Driving home from a week-end camping trip, the husband turned to his wife and 
asked, 
 
Husband: ñHon, are you letting your hair grow out?ò 
Wife: ñWhat do you mean letting my hair grow out?ò ñDo you mean letting it 
grow out long?ò 
Husband: ñNo, I mean, have you quit coloring your hair?ò 
Wife: ñNo, why?ò 
Husband: ñWell, you seem to have a lot of gray hair.ò 
Wife: ñI do?ò.ò 
Husband: ñYes.ò ñYour hair is pretty much completely gray.ò 
Wife: ñOh!ò ñThatôs not gray hair.ò 
Husband: ñWhat is it then?ò 
Wife: ñItôs deodorant.ò 
Husband: ñWhaté????ò 
Wife: ñWell, I was fixing my hair this morning, standing in the back of the trailer, 

and I sprayed my hair with deodorant instead of hairspray, and the 
deodorant is white, and thatôs why my hair looks gray.ò 

Husband: ñYou sprayed your hair with deodorant?ò 
Wife: ñYes, and I tried dabbing at it with a damp washcloth, but it wouldnôt come 

out.ò 
Husband: ñSo, you sprayed your hair with deodorant, and you couldnôt get it 

out?ò 
Wife: ñRight, so I decided to go ahead and fix my hair, but I accidently picked up 

the deodorant can again, instead of the hairspray, and I sprayed my 
hair with deodorant again.ò 

Husband: ñYouôre kidding?ò 
Wife: ñNo.ò ñThatôs what happened, and thatôs why my hair looks gray.ò 
Husband: ñAnd you just left it that way?ò 
Wife: ñWell, what was I supposed to do?ò ñI havenôt taken a shower in three days, 
and my hair smells like campfire smoke, so I decided to wait and take a shower 
and wash my hair when we get home.ò 

Husband: ñAnd it didnôt bother you that you had all those white spots in your hair 
when we went to breakfast this morning?ò 

Wife: ñWell actually, I forgot all about it.ò 
Husband: ñYou did?ò 
Wife: ñYes, I did.ò 
Husband: ñWell, I guess itôs official.ò ñIôm married to a doddering old lady.ò 
Wife: ñAnd youôre just now figuring that out?ò 
 
 
 
 
 

    Wǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƘǳƳƻǊ 



Note from VAC Membership Chair—Rhonda Cooper 
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±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ !ƛǊǎǘǊŜŀƳ /ƭǳō 
aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсΣ нлму 

 

Starting 2018 with 466 members is great. 
Transitioning from individual renewal dates to the WBCCI calendar was a challenge and 

took two years, but now that is history. 
 

¢ƘŜ ±!/ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻǊǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ Řŀǘŀ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘϥǎ ƭƻƻƪΗ 
 

¢ƻǘŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ / Paid for 2018 : 344 
[ŀǘŜ / Paid for 2017 / Need to Renew for 2018: 122 

Current / WƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ нлмт: 80 
 

9ȄǇƛǊŜŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

No Dues Paid Since 2016 / Removed from Data January 5, 2018 : 150 
 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōȅ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ 
 

Region 1: Current 11 / Late 7 
Region 2: Current 28 / Late 13 
Region 3: Current 37 / Late 13 
Region 4: Current 18 / Late 8 
Region 5: Current 19 / Late 2 
Region 6: Current 15 / Late 7 
Region 7: Current 18 / Late 7 
Region 8: Current 26 / Late 5 
Region 9: Current 26 / Late 8 
Region 10: Current 38 / Late 13 
Region 11: Current 60 / Late 23 
Region 12: Current 35 / Late 14 

Members At Large: Current 13 / Late 2 
 
 

Membership reminders for 2018 renewals will be emailed again in February. 
If you have questions about your membership, please contact Rhonda Cooper, Membership Chair.  

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇϪ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ!ƛǊǎǘŜŀƳ/ƭǳōΦŎƻƳ 
 
 
 
 



During our trip last summer, my wife Joyce and I decided to do  

WBCCI άCourtesy ParkingέΦ  Our first stop on our way home was the SmithΩs 

in Parrsboro, Nova Scotia.  We started looking for more stops on the way 

home.  We had some good possibilities in Maine but our time frame didnΩt 

allow us to do so.   

     We decided to do a stop over in New York State at the LamotheΩs near  

Saratoga Falls, New York.  Some years ago Gary and Carol LaMothe bought 

a trailer in Denver and were on their way back to New York.  We received a 

call from them asking if we still had courtesy parking and if they could take 

advantage of it.  We were very glad they did, since we made good friends 

and enjoyed meeting them.  When they left, they said if we were in their 

area to stop by and use their courtesy parking which we finally did after 5 

years. 

     Gary has a beautiful мтллΩs era house that is restored.  We stayed for 2 

nights and hope to go back.   

We were sitting on his front porch and 

we heard a train whistle approaching 

the crossing near his home.  It was an 

excursion train that we were lucky 

enough to see on its way up the track 

and back.   



That night we went out for dinner at Winslow 

Restaurant and had a fantastic meal.  One of the 

meals on the menu is named after Gary.  If you 

like turkey dinners, we were told that Winslows 

makes many turkeys daily for their turkey dinner 

which Joyce had.  We definitely didnΩt go away 

hungry.  For another meal Gary fixed us a 

fantastic meal of     

spaghetti which 

we really 

appreciated.  

While there, we 

drove to the Adi-

rondack Moun-

tains and saw some very beautiful sites.  We 

wished we could have spent more time in the 

 area.  Being retired has its advantages, but we 

did have a time frame when we needed to be 

home.   Thanks to Gary for his warm hospitality.  

It was so relaxing to be staying in such a beauti-

ful spot! 

      

 

 

 

 

2018 

VAC Region  Rallies 

CƻǊ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ мл 
±!/ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
hǊŜƎƻƴ /ƻŀǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ нп ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ 
{ǘŜǾŜƴǎ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ 
wƛǾŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ !ǎǘƻǊƛŀΦ  5ŀǘŜǎ 
ŀǊŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мс-мф 
ό¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǘƘǊǳ {ǳƴŘŀȅύΦ   
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ 
²²н Ǝǳƴ ōŀǧŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ  bŜŀǊōȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴπ
ŎƭǳŘŜ CƻǊǘ /ƭŀǘǎƻǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊƪ ǇŀǊǘȅ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ Ǌŀƛƴȅ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ {Ŝŀπ
ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ !ǎǘƻǊƛŀΦ    
!ƭƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŘǳƳǇ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊƪΦ  aŜŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜπ
ǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ  /ƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ 
ϷммлΦ   
 
Iƻǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ wƻō ŀƴŘ 5ƛŀƴŜ 
bƛŎƻƭΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻ ƛǎ рпм-
тпр-ттсмΣ Ǌƻōπ
ƴƛŎƻƭϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ  

mailto:robnicol@comcast.net
mailto:robnicol@comcast.net
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John Guthrie #4930 is rebuilding a 1955 Safari Park model and is looking for any 

documentation pertaining to his model and year.  If you have any pertinent infor-

mation, please contact him at ƧƎǳǘƘǊƛŜнфоϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Items we will be needing for upcoming newsletters:  tech items, maintenance items, courtesy 

parking where you have stayed,  Regional VAC future rallies, articles on 2017 VAC Rallies that 

you attended with photos,. 

 

Listen up if you have a Zip Dee awning. We live in fear of the awning opening up at 60 

MPH after we forgot to lock it down. I know, you've never forgotten, but I saw someone 

who did. Many of us wrap a length of Velcro tape around the bars as an extra safety 

measure.   

  

Lee Cantrell made an aluminum clamp that would prevent the bars from opening, and 

thus the awning from swinging out from the trailer. He used ½ inch wide by 1/8 inch thick 

aluminum from the hardware store. The parts were bent using a vise and hammer. The 

piece with the screw is threaded so that the screw can't be lost.   

  

If you are clever, you might figure how to lengthen one hole, notch the other, and  use a 

longer screw; then, it would all stay together when removed -- no lost parts 

The following tech tip was gleaned from a past Newsletter July 2012.  The initial idea came from talking with 

an Airstream owner that had an awning fly back over his trailer heading down the highway and my own expe-

rience of having the back end of my awning screw down mechanism loosen during a trip.   Jim Cooper added 

a design change at the end of the tech tip.  I still use the bracket/clamp today.   

mailto:jguthrie293@gmail.com

