THE VINTAGE ADVANTAGE

News Items for Vintage Airstream Owners & Admirers

beautiful fall days by taking a trip to
the Airstream factory. He needed to
purchase a new rock guard from the
Wally Byam store and I had an
appointment with Dave Reed to
discuss the Vintage schedule for the
International rally. We also wanted to
take the factory tour, which we really

During our tour we noticed a
short single axle trailer. Further
investigation reveled that it was the
1998 Bambi prototype. It is 19 feet
long with the bath in the rear
streetside, just like our 1963 Bambi.
There is a dinette in the front that
makes into a bed and a full size bed in
the rear curbside next to the bath. The
galley is streetside and very nice. We
were very pleased to see this new
trailer and feel it will be a great
success. We also noticed that there
were more trailers on the line than
motorhomes. I think this may be
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The Vintage
Advantage
Quarterly Newsletter

Annual dues of $10 payable to
“Vintage Airstream Club”. Send all
dues, applications and classified ads to
the VAC Treasurer, Mr. Edward
Stanley. The Vintage Advantage
(VA) 15 the official newsletter of
Vintage Airstream Club, which is an
IntraClub of the Wally Byam Caravan
Club International, Inc. (WBCCI), the
recreational vehicle club of Airstream
OWNErs. The VA welcomes
contributions of letters, articles,
photographs, news items and
classified advertisements, however,
their publication does not constitute
endorsement. The opinions of the
authors are their own, and do not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the
VA, the VAC or the WBCCI.

Here we are in the middle of

winter. I sure hope that you all
enjoyed the holidays and have found
a way to keep yourselves and your
wonderful old trailers warm and cozy
until spring.

The fall here in Ohio was one of
the best in years. We had many
pleasant days in which to do the
yearly preparation for winter that us
northerners must do each fall. As
usual, I just could not bring myself to
waste such nice days working so |
waited until it got cold to do all our
winterizing. My good friend and
Vintage club member, Jim McAdams
and I decided to enjoy one of these

because the success of the new Safari
line has resulted in increased sales.
Preston Pearson's organizing of
the "Wagon Wheels ‘98" pre-rally
caravan has taken shape very nicely
and promises to be an excellent
caravan. We will enjoy 10 days of
the most spectacular scenery Idaho
has to offer. With this caravan filling
fast, I hope that everyone wishing to
take part will take advantage of the ad
appearing in this issue of the VA.
The International Rally in Boise,
Idaho, promises to be a good one and
well attended. Boise is a beautiful
riverside city that sincerely wants us
Airstreamers to come, and they will
do everything possible to be sure we
have a wonderful time. The special
Vintage activities will include a
parade into the rally grounds, a
breakfast at Boise State University,
an open house and the VAC
Concours d'Elegance. Along with
the many interesting rally activities,
our Vintage Club's founder, Bud



Cooper, will present an address
titled "The Airstream Story, The
Missing Chapters", followed by
Dr. Holman Jr.'s accounting of
"My Father's 1935 Airstream".
Both will be open to all rally
attendees so be sure to arrive
early and get a good seat. We
also plan to have as many 4
o'clock Vintage Social meetings
as the weather permits. All you
need to participate is a chair and
a cool drink to enjoy them.
Limited electric, enough to
operate a fan if the weather gets
really hot, will be available as it
was in Huntsville. I do suggest
you bring a long extension cord
because the outlets could be
some distance away from the
trailers.

Ellen and I hope to see you
all in Boise. We will have a
great time so please come and
join us.

Clyde Wagner, #8441

THE EDITOR’S
DESK

Winter is here and trailer
restoration and repair is well
under way. Last fall I began
what I thought was going to be
an “easy Job” and am now in the
middle of a real mess. During
my cross-country trip last
summer, | had a couple of

mishaps occur. In CA, I let the hose
run too long while filling the water
tank, this in turn exposed a leak in
the inlet which flooded out the area
behind the couch. I was able to dry
everything out but a lot of water did
come in. Then later in the trip (in
Salt Lake City), we were sitting
inside the trailer getting ready for bed
when the kids smelled smoke. I
pushed down the couch and saw my
new Trace invertor smoking away. |
quickly disconnected the electrical
hookup and as soon as things cooled
off, removed the invertor (it was not
operational by this point). I pulled
the invertor apart and realized that the
transformer had shorted together
somehow which seemed odd to me
because I have a 20 Amp breaker on
the charging/switching 110 VAC
input line. I spent the next couple of
hours reexamining my electrical
wiring and found no fault. The next
day I called Trace and arranged to
have a replacement sent overnight.
Well I received the unit the next day
and installed it. Right away I noticed
that the LEDs on the replacement did
not work although the invertor would
work as an invertor just not as a
battery charger. Since my batteries
were already close to full, I got by
with this arrangement for the rest of
the trip. All this leads me to where [
am now. [ pulled the couch out and
removed the water tank, invertor and
batteries to fully inspect the front
area. What I found was that the area
under the batteries was so badly
damaged that the wood was basically
sawdust along the front intersection
with the wall. So I cut out all the
remaining flooring from under the
couch. What I found is that besides
my self-inflicted water damage, water
could enter into the space between the
plywood flooring and the aluminum
underbelly. The original insulation in
that region was still water logged and
“muddy”. Water appeared to be
coming from a host of different
sources; thru-holes in the underbelly,
through the I-channel coming from
the A-frame and from between the
interior and exterior walls. That
brings me to where I am now. I have
now sealed off the holes and inlets so
that only a dribble of water still
comes in. [ am also hopeful that I

have now successfully caulked an
area by my awning rail and windows
this past weekend such that even the
dribble will be gone (I don’t want to
put the new board back in until I have
no water leaks). 1 also figured that
once I had all the flooring up that I
could rerun all the electrical wires
underneath the floor to the breaker
panels instead of the spaghetti
arrangement I had on and along the
front wall. I originally wanted to do
this but knew it would be a pain in
the neck to replace the flooring.

In the meantime, Trace has
already sent me a brand new invertor
that is still in the box. I have spoken
with both the batteries folks and
Trace and believe that the problem is
with either the AC-DC built-in
charger or the AC switching part of
the invertor. Trace is now
recommending the placement of a 200
Amp DC fuse link between the
invertor and batteries. I have all the
electrical parts I need but probably
won't get the flooring completed for a
couple more weeks (I really want to
make sure everything is dry) so I am
still not positive that the invertor
problems are over.

Enough of my “easy job™ and the
joy of owning a vintage Airstream!
However, this theme of restoration
and repair is with all of us that
venture out by using our vintage
trailers as they were designed to be
used...that is ‘streamin!

This issue truly marks a passing
of sorts. As always, there are articles
for everyone including lifestyles,
classic close-ups and restoration
methods (and madness). Most
significantly, this issue is the result of
no less than 15 contributors,
including 6 first timers! We have
stories coming in from Canada,
Mexico and even Norway. We also
have a reprint of the survivability of
the Airstream trailer in an atomic
bomb test as performed in the 1950°s
{the ultimate bomb shelter?). It 1s this
level of contributions that continue to
feed the VAC growth. Keep the
stories comin’ and get your trailers
ready for what is looking like a busy
and eventful spring, summer and fall.



LETTERS

“First Timers"

We wish to express our gratitude for the warm and
heartfelt welcome we received as “first timers™ at the
Huntsville International Rally. VAC members made us
feel welcomed and cared for from the moment we
arrived! We deeply appreciated all the technical
assistance in helping us better understand the
operational nuances of our recently purchased 1957
International Bubble trailer. The honor of our Bubble
being recognized by the VAC members was a
fabulously special surprise. Once again we wish to
give credit to the original owners (Dr. Eugene
Birchwood and his wife Elizabeth) for the care and love
they maintained the trailer with.

We look forward to ‘streamin’ and dreamin’ at
Boise in ‘98. This time we’ll be on time for the group
photo!

Mike McCarthy and Claire Baldwin, #32828

“Aluminum Wiring”™

The Fall 1997 VA reported that Airstream used
aluminum wiring for 18 months (1965-66). My 1968
Overlander also has aluminum wire for its 110 V
system. So far, trouble in one outlet box only!

George D. James, Jr., #6425

“Classic Sighting™

We recently came upon a 1947 16° Airstream trailer
at a local campground. The trailer was purchased in
Wisconsin and now belongs to Kenneth and Phylis
Setterwind. They live in a non-Airstream fifth wheel
and use the Airstream as an art studio and sales/display
unit for selling decorative gourds at craft fairs

throughout the country. Their business name and
forwarding address is: Ye Olde Faerie Gourd
Mother, 216 Lemmon Drive #600, Reno, NV 89506.
Mr. Setterwind is a cabinet maker and plans to polish

the exterior and refinish the interior. In its present
condition, it is missing most of the cabinets, toilet and
pot bellied stove. Someone installed a LP furnace in
the roadside wall some time ago.

It's always a welcome sight to see such a classic at a
campground.

Dwight and Carol Dixon, #4122

“Revamping Drain Systems”

Both my vintage Airstreams, 1959 22" Caravanner
and 1962 22° Safari, have drains coming out in the
right rear -- the wrong side, too far back and no gray
water holding.

I have revamped them by rebuilding the black water
holding tank to accept a Valterra valve, close coupled to
plastic piping just below the frame, running forward
and across to an outlet connection on the left side, just
behind the sheel [sic].

This gives me a drain connection less susceptible to
damage, an outlet where its needed and gray water
holding within the piping of about 2.5 gallons.
Because of the differences between my trailers, the
revisions are not the same for both.

I will be happy to send out details on the alterations
to those interested.

Andrew Burns, VAC Friend
RR2, Box 19
Wysox, PA 18854



VAC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Last Call for 1997-98 VAC Dues

A number of VAC Members/Associates/Friends
have not paid their 1997-98 Club dues/fees. Club
dues/fees are payable in the month of July and become
delinquent after the 31st of the month. Membership
status is reflected on the mailing label of this newsletter.
The date after your name shows the date that dues are
due, e.g. (Jul98). Members with mailing labels that
show the letters (Del) after the name, indicates VAC
fees were due in July 1997 and their membership is
currently delinquent. Delinquent members in February
1998 will be dropped and will not receive the Spring
issue of the Vintage Advantage.

The VAC dues/fees are $10.% a year, payable to the
Vintage Airstream Club and mailed to the following,

Ed Stanley, Treasurer
19840 Marine View Dr., SW
Seattle, WA 98166

Ed Stanley, #21491
VAC Treasurer

VA Mailing and Change of Address

Beginning with this issue, the VA is being mailed
to winter addresses. To ensure delivery, please keep us
current on both your summer and winter address.
Because the VA is mailed third class, it is not
forwarded by the Postal Service. Address changes
should be sent to Ed Stanley by Email, US mail, FAX,
or Phone.

Ed Stanley, #21491
VAC Treasurer and Membership Chairman

Ed Stanley Resigns as Membership Chairman

The Club has grown to the point where it is time to
separate the Membership and Treasury jobs.
Accordingly, after 3 years of handling both jobs, I have
decided to resign as Membership Chairman effective no
later than June 1998. I will continue as Treasurer. My
resignation can be effective sooner should a successor
be appointed earlier. Members interested in the
Membership position should contact VAC President,
Clyde Wagner, or myself.

Ed Stanley, #21491
VAC Membership Chairman

Parking at the Boise International Rally

Boise can be the largest gathering of Vintage
Airstream Trailers ever. As a rally site, Boise, ID, is as
good as it gets, not too hot, not too wet and not too far,
for us in the west. So if you ever wanted to come to
an International Rally, please take advantage of this
opportunity. We would like to have every Vintage
Airstream Trailer at the rally parked together. In order
to have this happen, we are going to need the
cooperation of VAC members who will be coming to
the rally. At the point you decide to come, you must let
us know you are coming and when you plan to arrive.
Should you plan to arrive after the Vintage Caravan has
been parked at the rally site, send us a copy of your
rally pre-registration receipt sO we can save you a space
in the vintage parking area. This is very important
because without the pre-registration receipt, we will not
be able to reserve the space. Early data on the number
of spaces needed is what the rally parking committee
wants in order to facilitate their planning. Provide your
input to me by Email, US mail, FAX or Phone. A
copy of the pre-registration receipt should be mailed or
faxed to me as soon as it is available.

Ed Stanley, #21491
VAC Parking Chairman



Wagon Wheels ‘98 Caravan (WBCCI National Caravan No. N-27-Q)

The Vintage Airstream Club is proud and excited to be bringing back the Wagon Wheels Caravan. The VAC
Wagon Wheels *98 caravan has been granted a WBCCI National Caravan designation as N-27-Q and is slated for
travel from June 15 to 24, 1998.

Enjoy 10 days of America’s most spectacular scenery as we explore the majestic Sawtooth Mountains of Central
Idaho. Wagon Wheels 1998 begins at the famous Three Island Crossing State Park at Glenns Ferry, just off -84,
Exits 120/121, 75 miles east of Boise. This full service state park will be our starting and ending destination as we
assemble for the VAC Parade into the WBCCI International Rally site at Boise, ID, on June 25, 1998.
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The first Wagon Wheels caravan was headed by VAC founder Bud Cooper in 1996 before the WBCCI
International Rally at Rapid City, SD. Following in the fine example and theme of the original 1996 caravan, the
Wagon Wheels caravans are hosted by the VAC and are a celebration of the self-sufficiency of our vintage trailers in
the manner that Wally Byam designed them to be used. So come boondock with us and visit the Shoshone Ice
Caves, the glamorous Sun Valley, the peaks of Stanley and the hot springs of Lowman.



To commemorate the VAC adoption of the bicycle driven Airstream trailer, this years theme is Bring Your

Bike. We will explore the new sport of downhill biking by bringing our bicycles on a chairlift with us. All skill
levels are welcome and bring your helmet.

Rally Fees:  Kitty fee for 2 persons . .. $150
Kitty fee for 1 person ... $100
OneEl . il e $50
Depogit ... .-i7..00s4- $25

Deposit due by March 30, 1998
By May 1st a full refund, less $10 thereafter

Directions: From I-84 take Exits 120/121. Look for signs to Three Island Crossings State Park. Park registration
is 9 AM to 5 PM daily. Ask to be assigned to the VAC Area Sites. Club and Caravan Check-in is daily at our
covered shelter. Early arrivals permitted at $10/night.

Registration: We can accommodate a maximum of 25 trailers and a minimum of 10 trailers with a first come, first
served policy in effect. Once we have preregistered 25 trailers, others will be placed on a stand-by condition. Due
to the unique nature of this caravan, we are limiting trailer lengths to a maximum of 25 feet. To sign up, send the
registration coupon with a $25 deposit (check or money order) to:
Mr. Preston B. Pearson
2700 Lincoya Drive
MNashville, TN 37214

Come join us Over the Hill and on a Roll!

Preston B. Pearson, #5502
Caravan Wagon Master

REGISTRATION FORM FOR WAGON WHEELS 1998 CARAVAN
JUNE 15-24, 1998

Last Name First Name Spouse
Address
WBCCI No. VAC Member ? (not req'd.) CB Radio ? Bike ?

Trailer (Year, Size, Model)

In Case of Emergency Call

Additional Information

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
i
I
|
'.
! No. Adults Guests Children Handicapped? Amt. Enclosed
!
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I



COOP’S CORNER

New RV Repair Manual -

Many of you have asked for a good general repair
manual for RV’s. The Trailer Life manual has just been
revised and is available beginning November 1997 at a
price of $35.9 per copy. Order from:

Affinity Group, Inc.
64 Inverness Drive East
Englewood, CO 80122
<
High Intensity Light Bulbs -

You have heard about these bulbs which give
longer life, more light, and no increase in battery drain?
I have tried one and others will follow as I get time.
For Bettye’s kitchen light in the Bambi, I replaced the
old 1145 with a SH-20, that’s a high intensity bulb. I
found that the resistance of the lamps was identical.
Using this fact with Ohm’s law means that the battery
drain will be identical, yet, the light is much brighter
and Bettye loves it. So far, I am convinced. The tiny
envelope gets much hotter; don’t touch and don’t forget
to wipe your finger prints off the bulb after you insert
it. Solarmetrics claims that the life is longer; I have no
reason to dispute.

o
Coop Salutes Plasti-coat -

Experience with polishing seminars tells me that
the average owner does not appreciate what a giant step
forward the development of Plasti-coat was. Writing in
1955, Wally Byam said, "The question most often
asked by the buyer is, How can we keep our trailer as
bright and shiny looking as it is now? The answer is,
you can’t.” He goes on to say that they have tried all
kinds of coatings, and they peel off after about a year.
Polishing and buffing don’t work. Just wash your
trailer with detergent in a pail of hot water with two
cups of kerosene. However, don’t do this today, these
were 1955 recommendations.

Plasti-coat was offered by Airstream as an option
in 1963, it became standard in 1964. [ remember those
days when the ambitious ones hand polished every
year. Others just waited a few years and traded for a
new one. Waxes extended the polish only marginally.

Nothing really worked till Plasti-coat came along.

Many trailers look remarkably good after thirty years.
Lx ]
Remember Joe Day (#27633)? -

I bumped into Joe Day at Huntsville.
recognized him and assured him that many of us have
not forgotten this good hearted gentleman. He stepped
to the forefront and won our appreciation immediately
following the fateful hail storm during the 1993
WBCCI International Rally in Bismarck, ND. That
was also the first VAC get-together. Somehow,
thinking ahead, Joe had brought two rolls of plastic
sheeting and duct tape. Wading into the ice cold water,
he helped many of us cover up broken vents and
windows. He refused to accept payment for the
materials. Next day he pitched in again, assisting any
who asked with repairs. I salute you Joe!

Finding the Library Card -

Commencing work on Airstream — The Timeless
Journey, I went to the Library and ordered a copy of
Galloping Bungalows by David Thornburg. It's a
wonderful book, full of facts. When I went to check it
out, there was a small hassle because I couldn’t find my
library card. Apparently I had mislaid it. The librarian
looked up my record on the computer, and let me go.
Picking up the book I riffled through the pages. My
library card fell out onto the floor. It had been hiding
since the last time I checked out the book - a year and a
half before.

o

VAC Flags -

The flag pictured above is now the official flag of
the Vintage Club, having been approved at the VAC
business meeting of June 27, 1997, and subsequently
approved by the IBT. A small supply remains in stock.

We now need a person to take charge of receiving
mail orders for the flags, mailing them out to buyers,
keeping track of the money, and reordering as required.

Will a volunteer please step forward?

Made of royal blue nylon with a logo in gold, this
handsome 2 ft X 3 ft flag has been admired by all. At
$18 plus postage, it is an excellent value. Let’s hear it
for Bettye who did all the work.

<



WBCCI License Plates -

Last issue [ talked about license plates for your
trailer WBCCI numbers. I correctly gave the length of
mine as 28-inches but you had better lay your numbers
out and check the correct space required. My number
26019 may be longer than yours.

o
Ants in Trailer -

Since we travel rather widely, we sometimes get
ants in our trailer. Who hasn't? It helps to dust or
spray around all the cords, hoses and tires. I have
successfully kept out mice, but not ants. I can,
however, offer you some comfort. As a general rule, a
population of ants cannot survive once they are cut off
from access to the underground nest. They may persist
for a week or more, but they have always died from
natural causes in the end.

Once, it took longer than usual. Later [ found a
small gift wrapped tightly in a plastic bag under the
couch. They had tried to start a nest inside. Maybe I
know something they don’t know. It won’t work out
without a queen (just like in my house!).

Rescue Rusty Screws -

Manufacturers of trailers and mobile homes tend
to use steel screws, the heads of which rust after a few
years. Even Airstream has a dozen or more. For an
Airstream [ replace them with stainless screws,
however, for a complete mobile home or trailer, that is
not practical. I resort to Aluminum paint. Proceed as
follows (see accompanying sketch):

Get a strip of tin-can about an inch and a half
wide and say three inches long. Drill a hole in it that
will just fit over the screw head. Using any half inch
wide paint brush and your choice of paint, paint each
head as shown in the sketch. You should be able to do
five or six screws a minute. Pause occasionally to wipe
excess paint off both sides of the tin.

L)
The Lady Next Door -

When we travel with our trailer, we keep our
schedule flexible, we stop just where we are when we
feel like stopping. For a one night stay, the quality of
the park matters little.

One time we found a rundown park right in the
middle of a small Indiana town. I backed into a space
between two aging trailers. The entire park needed a lot
of TLC. Bettye began washing dishes and commented
that "The lady next door is heavy.” [ said, "What?”
She repeated it again. I came to her window and peered
out. There was no fat lady in sight. I said,"What do
you mean?” Bettye said, "Look under the step.” 1
looked. Supporting the step of the trailer next door was
a hydraulic jack!

<o
The Airstream Story, The Missing Chapters -

I promised to print some additions and corrections
from the five part series of articles called The Airstream
Story, The Missing Chapters as published in the VA
from May 1996 through May 1997. I am indebted to
an observant reader for the following corrections:

1) William Hawley Bowlus was born in Illinois,
not California.

2) Bowlus was said to have left Ryan Airlines in
1928 and ended up living on the family ranch in the San
Fernando Valley in 1931.

3) Bowlus was instrumental in returning much
gliding and soaring prestige to the United States,
though neither he or other Americans actually competed
abroad.

4) The first Bowlus trailer, which his widowed
wife, Mrs. Ruth Bowlus, describes as an “egg,” was
white, not red. Its axle and frame were, of course,
steel. The body was not aluminum.

5) The Lindbergh plane was not built by Ryan
Aircraft, but by Ryan Airlines.

6) It has been estimated that the distance between
the Airstream and Bowlus plants was a mere 25 to 30
miles. I was overly conservative at 50.

7) It has been estimated that there are now 21
Bowlus trailers in existence, not 16.

8) Bowlus shunned the idea of incorporating a
side door though it would have been an easy
modification. His reasoning was said to be because of
“aerodynamics”’.

9) A Bowlus standard weighed only 1100
pounds because Bowlus engineered out every possible
pound. Having said that, wise men let their voices fall.
Comparing trailer weights then and now is not an
honest game. Starting with brakes, which were
optional through 1934, we face an unending list of
options which have continued to drive up weights at an
alarming rate.

10) The 1934 to *36 Bowlus price list carries the
Standard Road Chief at $1050, much less than my
estimate that it was the price of three Buicks.



11) Teller became a partner in the Bowlus-Teller
Company. We should not assume that prior to this the
company was under any financial pressure.

12) Wally Byam was a Bowlus-Teller salesman
according to Ruth Bowlus. He did not personally
attend the bankruptcy sale and Bowlus never said it was
OK to produce a look-alike trailer, just that he was
powerless to stop it. It has been said that this important
conversation took place at the Bowlus factory, not the
previously claimed bankruptcy sale.

<
Manufacturing Plants -

With help from Larry Huttle's office, I have dated
all of the manufacturing plants used by Airstream. We
now know the dates when the plants opened and closed
with fair certainty all the way back to 1947. This will
help to date a trailer in some cases. Here they are:

1935 134 5. St. Andrews Place,
Los Angeles, CA. Start date ?
Finish about 1936.

1936 304 W. 22nd St., Los Angeles, CA.
Dates: 1936 to 1942, -

1946  Curtiss-Wright. Dates and locations
unknown.

1947 Van Nuys (Metropolitan) Airport, Los
Angeles, CA. Closed in 1948.

1948 1755 N. Main, Los Angeles, CA.
Closed in 1960.

1950 12804 Firestone Blvd, Norwalk, CA.
Closed in 1959

1952  Jackson Center, OH. Opened in
August,

1960  Santa Fe Springs, CA. Closed in 1968
with end of model.

1967 15949 Piuma Ave, Cerritos, CA.

Opened in Dec. and Closed in 1979.

o
Down with Dweeb -

The other day some of us officers were cavorting
together when I chose to put on my beret. I did it to
dramatize my good feelings about this Wally Byam
tradition.

Some of you may have heard that I am writing the
text for the new book, “Airstream - The Timeless
Journey” which is almost done and progressing well.
In doing the research, I read about the reason that Wally
Byam started using the blue beret for caravanners.
Wally, who had never led a large caravan before, was
faced with the daunting task of shepherding 100 or
more people all the way to Managua, Nicaragua.
Respectful of this responsibility, he made every
possible preparation.

Visualizing his 100 people spread out over a
teeming market place, say in Guatemala, how could he
ever identify a lost person, and for that matter, how
would his people recognize each other?

His thoughts turned to a hat such as he had seen
wommn by men, women and children in France, a beret.
Small and soft enough to be stuck in a pocket, yet
stylish enough to be worn in a church; subject to styling
to suit the individual, it can be worn dozens of ways.
Pulled down low it protects the ears from frost-bite.
Flopped over an ear, one looks like a soldier.

Donning my blue beret, Bettye promptly said I
looked like a DWEEB. “Where is the fault?” I threw
out this challenge to all present. They grabbed my beret
and my head, and attempted recombining the two in
various ways. No matter what they did, I still didn't
look anything like John Wayne as a green beret. The
fault is in the hat, not Coop. That was the unanimous
conclusion. It is too stiff, is badly shaped, and doesn’t
need the big club logo. The hat itself is sufficient logo.
It is a great idea gone wrong. I put the question to you,
should we revise the blue beret, back to what it was
meant to be, the perfect hat for a traveler, not a
ceremonial head piece for the high priest?

1000 Strong by Boise -

How should we celebrate having 1,000 members
in The Vintage Club? We expect to reach this milestone
by the time we hit Boise.

Rutherford L. Cooper, #2601

WBCCI 1998



Globe Trotting

[The following column was written by Wally Byam as he would
describe his travelling adventures as a regular feature in the 19505
magazine Trail-R-News (predecessor of the current Trailer
Life magazine). The Vintage Advantage was provided with
two of these columns but wishes to reprint as many of them as
possible. If any of our readers have copies of other “Globe
Trotting” columns, please send them in so that we may continue
reprinting them in future issues. The following column is from
page 46 of the July 1955 issue of the Trail-R-News]| .

Jackson Center, Ohio - Claude McFaul, Airstreams
genial Eastern Sales Manager, is just back from
attending the Motor & Trailer Show at Earl’s Court in
London. He reports being as impressed as I was with
the very fine workmanship on the English trailers, but
is aghast at the fact that none of them have screens and
very few have refrigerators. He was enthusiastic about
the very good-looking and efficient gas lights, the very
fine water pumps, the instantaneous gas water heaters,
the excellent interior hardware, the interior color
schemes which are predominantly yellow and the
careful attention to detail everywhere. We have placed
orders for a number of English accessories and
“fitments” which are now showing up in the new line
of Airstream trailers.

The next Byam Caravan Tour will roll from
Brownsville, Texas, on Jan. 11th down the beautiful
east coast of Mexico, visiting Tampico, Vera Cruz,
Oaxaca, Tehuantepec, Tuxtla Gutierrez and the tropical
plateau in Chiapas where there is a recently discovered
Indian tribe. Then we'll take a vote on loading our
outfits on flat cars to go to Yucatan. We will be gone
six weeks, but those who have to make a shorter trip
may leave before the tour ends. We understand the
roads are good, so it won't be too rugged a trip. There
15 no charge, everyone pays his own expenses. You
are all welcome to join our happy group of trailer
adventurers. There is not much time left, so hurry,
hurry, hurry! Write, wire or phone me at once for full
details, 1755 N. Main, Los Angeles 31, Calif. Capital
4193,

Reminiscences of European travel: the fact that we
pulled our little Airstream over the Goddard Pass in the
Swiss Alps with a 24-horsepower Volkswagen Midget
Bus speaks wonderfully well for the lightweight

Airstream as well as the “Mighty Mite”
Volkswagen...the scrubbed, clean, apple-cheeked
Swiss youngsters...the very small cars you encounter
all over Europe...the fact that there are hardly any
straight roads in Europe or England, with the exception
of some of the Autobahns in Germany...the country
roads are quite good, but the village streets are terrible -
narrow with rough cobblestones.

At the end of October, we attended the trailer rally
in Palm Springs staged by the Palm Springs Trailer
Park Association - one of the finest rallies we have seen
and a close runner-up to the excellent rally in
Copenhagen, Denmark, last summer. There were
hundreds of trailers from all over - all makes and all
kinds of people. Many new 1954 models were on
display outdoors with plenty of room and time to
inspect them - much better than the usual packed inside
show. We showed our colored movies and slides of
Central American tours to a jammed house Friday night
and European movies to another packed house Sunday
night. Airstream gave a big weenie bake Sunday
evening, and an Airstream Trailer Club was organized
with Bill Miller elected Prexy. They are talking about
arranging a tour to Monument Valley and the Indian
country. Our congratulations and blessings!

ANNOUNCING

A BRAND NEW MODEL
“AIRSTREAM LINER”
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CLASSIC TRAILER CLOSE-UP

LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT

We certainly had no idea what we were in for when we turned onto the lot of a large RV dealer on the outskirts
of Los Angeles twenty years ago. I had recently immigrated to the U.S., and, liberated from stop-and-go two lane
European highways, I wholeheartedly embraced the new land and its notion of open road freedom and chivalry.
And then we saw them: rows and rows of new shining Airstream trailers, radiating an air of lightness yet metal
permanence on wheels; a dream-like parade. But once inside, we were disappointed: plastic everywhere, and no
space; just a hallway in between appliances. We tried to open a window, pulled the drapes and looked----right at
one of the first Airstreams ever made, even before the War, looking like a DC3, full of neat rows of rivets, all
rounded, and coming to a point in the back like the keel of a boat. "Wow! Wow! Wow!," was all we could say.
Fortunately, its door was unlocked, and we saw the breathtaking interior: honey-colored Honduras mahogany with
ribs converging in the back; a shining brushed aluminum alloy clothing the rounded galley; smooth curved corners
with echoes of their Art Deco heritage; clever built-ins; copper screens; bakelite outlets like wartime radios: a clock
from a '39 Packard motor car; and electro-magnetic brakes. It was like stepping into a time machine; the Nautilus
came to mind. "T'll let you have this baby for Five Grand," the jovial salesman offered, leaning into the door. "No
thanks, we are just browsing,” we replied. But after he came around for the third time with progressively lower
offers, we replied lamely "But does it still run?" "Oh, yes, folks just brought it in from their last trip to the desert.
You can still see the dust caking the outside level.” We were intrigued. A level? The image of this spacecraft
dodging a Mojave sandstorm, with a canvas canopy flopping in the wind, was irresistible. What could we do but
buy it?! And so began our love affair with our 1939 Airstream trailer.

It was truly love at first sight when we bought our trailer, and it soon became apparent what a unique vehicle
we had when we picked it up the following weekend. The manager, who had been on vacation when we bought it,
was very angry at the salesman who sold it to us, as it was meant to go to the Airstream factory for their
showroom! It was our pleasure to maintain the trailer in its original condition; we were so smitten with it that we
even slept in it in our driveway rather than in the house! We soon started using it up and down the California coast;
it is very efficient to use, with ample, clever storage and a fully functioning galley. Our most ambitious trip was a
few summers ago, when we took our trailer over three thousand miles through Northern California and Oregon to
the tip of Washington. We towed it with ease with our half-ton pickup truck averaging over 28 miles per gallon!

These were truly the happiest times for us wanderers; we will always remember our four month old daughter
being bathed in the sink; or her, as a two year old, proudly sweeping the area in front of the door; and the smile
when we let her stay in the galley for a very short ride. Part of the fun of taking our trailer on trips is seeing
people’s reactions to its unique appearance, and the wonderful conversations this has led to. One state park ranger
loaned us his copy of an early book written by Wally Byam, about the history of the Airstream and all of the
wonderful national and international rallies and caravans the early members ventured upon. People have come up to
us in awe, "Where did you get that?" "How does the jack work?" And, our favorite comment: "You lost your
wings!!!" But times roll on, and we feel it is time to pass our trailer to another lucky family to enjoy.

Peter and Melinda Grubbauer

[Ed. Note: I wish to thank the Grubbauers for introducing their 1939 trailer to the VAC. I approached them after
seeing their advertisement in the December 1997 issue of Hemmings Motor News (this same advertisement is
reprinted in our classifieds at the end of this newsletter as well as in the December 1997 issue of the Blue Beret).
It certainly would be nice for a VACer to purchase this trailer and bring it into the VAC family.)
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ATOM

BOMB

EES T

by Edward L. Wilson

Managing Director Mobile Homes Manufacturers Assn.

ABOUT THE PICTURES

On the opposite page is a picture
(courtesy of United Press) showing
the atomic fireball of Operation Cue
spreading across the desert floor and
reaching toward Survival Town. Three
of the houses used in the test can be
seen as very small images at lower
right. Other installations can be seen
as small dots along the base of the
fireball. This photo was made from a
distance of 7.5 miles with a 36 inch
I;nsé Exposure was 1/500 second at

-16.

At right is seen the row of mobile
homes stationed at 10,500 feet from
the blast center, just before the bomb
was touched off.

Left, center, is the same row of mo-
bile homes and travel trailers. Two of
the smaller units in this line, at 10,500
feet, were tipped over by the blast.
Mote their position: it is obvious they
were tipped over, but did not roll. The
small units that did tip were broadside
and at a 45 degree angle to the blasi,
which came from the right.

Below, right, is the interior of a
mobile home after the blast. This trail-
er was parked in the 10,500 foot line.
Except for a few glass splinters, an
overturned chair, and a dislodged ceil-
ing fixture, the peaceful scene before
the blast was almost the same after
the big bomb was detonated.

At the left hand bottom of the page
is shown the mobile homes that were
placed at 15,000 feet. Note that the
glass is still intact in most windows.
Hardly any more damage was noted
than that suffered by the low-lying,
windblown sagebrush on the desert
floor.

“No major damage was sustained,”
the Atomic Emnergy Commission re-
ported.

Media Hill, Yucca Flats, Nevada. The
home industry offered up, with great dif-
ficulty, a sacrifice 1o the Great Bomb.
We say with great difficulty because the
test bomb, planned for April, was act-
ually exploded in May, after a wait of
many days.

Industry observers, stationed high on
Media hill, were almost frozen 1o death.
Many were discouraged long before the

bomb dropped, and left for home and
business, leaving sand, wind, blistering
sun and the biting night cold of the des-
ert 1o whip, tear and bake the two clust-
ers of mobile homes, one stationed
10,500 feet from blast center, and one a
good 15,000 feet away.

Behind them they left nineteen units,
including a cabana type aluminum struc-
ture, the whole valued at almost $75,000,
These were just a part of the offering
to the Great Bomb, for along with them
were hundreds of thousands of dollar’s
worth of permanent type homes, build-
ings, electronic equipment, machinery,
foodstuffs, refrigeration equipment, and
specially designed bomb shelters.

And of course soldiers and newsmen,
part of the experiment, huddled in
trenches or crowded in tanks a few hun-
dred yards from the mighty weapon.

Almost two years ago the Federal Civ-
il Defense Administration called upon
the mobile home industry to form a co-
operative commitiee and work on the
test program to be officially designated
“Operation Cue.” The FCDA explained
thatl in order lo conduct such a program
all industries were donating material and
Man-power.

The program was presenied to the
boards of directors of Mobile Homes
Manufacturers Association, Mobile
Dealers National Association, and the
Trailer Coach Association. All agreed 1o
the program.

An industry steering commitiee was
formed, and later a technical sub-com-
mittee went to work. Their job was to set
up the units and later evaluating possible
damage.

Mobile homes were 1o be placed some
distance from the bomb, about the dis-
tance that suburban areas of a major
city are from the center of the city. In-
dividual units were placed at various
angles 1o the point of blast to determine
effects. Some had full sides exposed di-
rectly to the blast; some ends; and some
COTHETS.

The project committee was advised it
could enter the blast area as soon as pos-
sible after the blast—possibly a matter of
minutes or hours, and start its evaluation
of possible damage.

Within three hours members were
checking the mobile homes . . . and
found things about as they expected. The
official government report, issued fol-
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lowing the blast, agreed with their find-
ings.

In the first area, according to govern-
ment observers, two of the smaller units
were lipped over, but five others re-
mained upright. Some exterior walls
were slightly dished in and most win-
dows broken. Most glass from windows
fell outside but, in the case of picture
windows, glass was blown inward except
where the insides were protected by vene-
tian blinds. Upset furniture made inter-
ior scenes disorderly.

Al the 15,000 foot line some windows
were broken, but none of the units were
overturned.

Industry officials were satisfied that the
test proved their point. Mobile dwellings,
usually located on the perimeter of major
cities, provide not only comparatively
safe habitation during possible air at-
tack, but also offer great value for emer-
gency housing.

BLAST SURVIVOR

Above are four pictures of the Alrstream
after it had been exposed (o the Atom Blast
at the 10,500 foot marker. The trailer was thea
wwed down to Los Angeles, where these pic-
tures were taken.

MNote slight dents. Al windows—and door—
open perfectly. Interior was ondamaged. Al
other damage swffered can be seem In these
paretonched pichures.

Photos are by Peter Furst, supplied courtesy
of Abstream Traller Co.






